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Cultural Function and Features of Han Dynasty Stone Relief Prefatory Remarks
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Abstract: The combination of images and texts is one of the basic characteristics of stone reliefs. There are
about 250 pieces of stone with inscriptions in the currently found stone reliefs . These inscriptions are usually
divided into the announcement topic and the prefatory remarks, but the standard is yet clear, remaining
controversial. This article takes the cultural function as the standard of distinction, holding that, words used
to record the funeral, to promote filial piety; suspense souls, to isolate life and death are supposed to be the
prefatory remarks, the rest is not. The prefatory remarks of stone reliefs is the most developed in portrait
stone cultural area (Shandong, northern Jiangsu, northern Anhui, eastern Henan) , less developed in Sichuan
and Chonggqing, Shanxi and Shaanxi. The prefatory remarks have complex contents, influenced by a variety
of cultural beliefs at that time. By contrast, prefatory remarks in Han Dynasty is based on Confucian culture

mostly.
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