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Abstract: In June 2021, the National Development and Reform Commission promulgated the "Notice on Printing and Distributing the
'Measures for the Administration of Price of Natural Gas Pipeline Transportation (Trial)' and the 'Methods of Auditing the Cost of Nat-
ural gas Pipeline Transportation (Trial)' " (hereinafter referred to as the 2021 Version of Measures), which further revises and improves
the pricing mechanism of pipeline transportation based on the 2016 Version of Measures. In order to further improve the investment
decision-making level, this paper systematically reviews the reform process of domestic pipeline transportation pricing mechanism, an-
alyzes the core revision points in the 2021 Version of Measures and quantitatively analyzes the pipeline transportation price. Based on
this, the influences of two versions of Measures on the economic evaluation ideas, methods and work of pipeline projects are summarized
systematically as follows. First, the supervision of the economic benefit of pipeline transportation enterprises is enhanced. Second, it is
necessary to adopt the "whether or not" comparison method to carry out economic evaluation. Third, the economic evaluation of pipeline
projects faces new challenges. Finally, eight suggestions on how to carry out evaluation under the new mechanism are proposed based on
current practical situations. First, pay attention to the role of the load rate of pipeline network in project investment decision-making. Sec-
ond, adjust the work focus of economic evaluation. Third, enhance the depth of economic evaluation of major pipeline projects or atyp-
ical projects. Fourth, strengthen the construction of economic evaluation staff. Fifth, strengthen the theoretical innovation of economic
evaluation methods. Sixth, improve the management level of investment decision-making further. Seventh, actively promote the reform of
pricing mechanism and strive for policy support. Eighth, publish cost monitoring data regularly. In conclusion, two versions of the Mea-
sures are in line with each other. Since their implementation, the pipeline transportation price has been under effective supervision, and
the embryonic form of national one network of transportation price rate has preliminarily appeared, which promotes the healthy develop-
ment of the natural gas market. What's more, the proposed suggestions are beneficial to ensuring the smooth implementation of economic
evaluation under the reform background of pricing mechanism of natural gas pipeline transportation and the scientificity, rationality and
accuracy of economic evaluation results.

Keywords: Natural gas; Pipeline transportation price; Policy interpretation; Pricing mechanism; Pipeline project; Economic evaluation;
Quantitative analysis; Price zone; Transportation cost
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