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Tab.1 Geographic location and habitat characteristics of the heronriesin Xiamen
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The Digribution and Habitat Characterisics of Heronries in Xiamen

WAN GBo' ,CHEN Xiao-lin®" L IN Qing-xian’ ,ZHOU Xiao-ping’ ,
ZHU Kai-jian' ,SHAN GGUAN Yuijin®
(1. Administration Dept.of Xiamen Egret Nature Reserve ,Xiamen 361004 ,China;
2. School of Life Sciences,Xiamen University ,Xiamen 361005 ,China)

Abstract : In 2003 ,10 heronries were found in Xiamen. The mean population size of Ardeidae in the heronries was 1 918 +567 ,in
which the mean population size of Little Egret ( Egretta garzetta) Night Heron ( Nyctycoraz nyctycoraz) Chinese Pond Heron
(Ardeola bacchus) and Cattle Egret (Bubulcusibis) was1 721 +518,99 + 25,87 +31 and 11 + 9. 9 respectively. The mean nest dens-
ty in the heronries was 0. 98 + 0. 14 (nest/ m?) . The formation of heronry was earliest in Febutary and latest in May. The amount of
the heronries in Xiamen was varied. In last five years,6 heronries were lost in Xiamen ,in which the accident of fire and the substitu-
tion of artificial buildings were account for the 50 % causes of their lost. The key factor analys s showed that the protection of heron-
ry ,the vegetation of heronry ,the human disturbance on heronry ,and the distance between heronry and wetland ,were the key habitat
factors determining the distribution of heronries,which ,together with the fire prevention ,should be the highlight in the conservation
of heronries.
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