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Abstract: In this study, the potential mechanism of Chinese cordyceps in treatment of renal
fibrosis was explored based on network pharmacology and molecular docking. In total, 22
ingredients and 364 potential therapeutic targets were selected including IL-6, TNF-a, MAPKS3,
EGFR, SRC, CASP3, and MAPK1, and 163 signaling pathways concerned in Chinese cordyceps
against renal fibrosis were discovered via KEGG enrichment analysis. The molecular docking
results indicated that aurantiamide acetate, cerevisterol, flazin, arachidonic acid, and
11,14-eicosadienoic acid could tightly combine with PIK3CA, PIK3CB, PIK3CD, MAPK1, MAPKS3,
and RELA, respectively. The results showed that Chinese cordyceps could inhibit renal fibrosis
through multi-compounds, multi-targets, and multi-pathways. The results provide the evidence
for clinical usage of Chinese cordyceps in treating renal fibrosis.
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Table 1 The compounds of Chinese cordyceps

Fe A CAS MW OB (%) DL gE
No. Name Structure
1 B R (54 4651-48-3 454.73 46.44  0.86 N

Stigmasterol 3-O-acetate

2 B-7% S B . B2 I 915-05-9 456.74 40.39  0.85

B-Sitosteryl acetate

3 TAMNE A 2061-64-5 42865 4439  0.82
Peroxyergosterol
4 MERL Y 55 1 516-37-0 430.66 39.52  0.77 N

Cerevisterol

5 T mE 83-48-7 412.69 4383  0.76 N
Stigmasterol

6 2 15-4,6,8(14),22- VY 43T 19254-69-4 392,62 48.32 0.75 N
Ergosta-4,6,8(14),22-tetraen-3-one

7 B-75 K 201-480-6 41471 3691  0.75
B-Sitosterol
8 = oy S Y 4651-51-8 400.68 37.58  0.71

Dihydrobrassicasterol

9 Ji[EREEyira 57-88-5 386.65 37.87 0.68

Cholesterol

o
%
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10 G (OBt G B i 56121-42-7 44452 58.02  0.52 .
Aurantiamide acetate < 4 :Ly
11 JUFL ] A A R I 601-34-3 625.06 31.05  0.45
Cholesteryl hexadecanoate
12 1-Linoleoyl-3-palmitoyl-rac-glycerol 99032-71-0 592.93 33.86 0.41
13 T 100041-05-2 308.29 94.28  0.39
Flazin
14 L R 111-03-5 356.54 3413  0.30
Glyceryl monooleate
15 JIE 29700-20-7 264.28 6595  0.27
Perlolyrine
16 WEWHER 40957-83-3 28426 50.48  0.24
Glycitein
17 BT PR T 58-97-9 324.18 40.25  0.20
Uridine monophosphate
HZ
18 11,14-— 1R &R 2091-39-6 308.50 39.99 0.20 NN
11,14-Eicosadienoic acid he
[+
19 V.7 R 2. T 544-35-4 308.50 42.00 0.19 7 N
Ethyl linoleate U
o
20 #t &K Kl 84-80-0 450.70 47.60  0.66 i
Vitamin K1 ‘O
=
21 1A VIR TR 506-32-1 304.47 4557  0.20 Z
Arachidonic acid He Va AN
c
22 TR VI I i 5999-95-1 308.50 42.10 0.20 e N

Linoleyl acetate
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Fig. 1 The Venn diagram of Chinese cordyceps and
renal fibrosis targets.
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Fig. 2 The compounds-potential targets network.

2.6 PFITIEDHT

¥ 2.5 TUA SR )4 dU 8 R 3 B
oy G BRI EERS . MO IS . VAR A
VI IR« 11,14- — R 0GR 5 K BEHE 5
PIK3CA. PIK3CB. PIK3CD. MAPK1. MAPK3
AT RELA 100 F X HRI0IE, #5455 Reilk/N, N
XHER B, SRR EA RIFNES
W, Hoh & B E RS S EE A PIK3CB 45

pin NN,
NSy,
-l\‘ m.p;l'lllﬂ’./lfllﬁy‘h e 21
VIWAV/IJ'/M”

VAV 0
A TN / ‘," .
4“4‘ i \ r/":. ,/

l‘ i‘h .l'j“

7“1

y A";/
i%w’
- /

R )@.‘\ '
WY
‘l\‘lllll\l\i\\‘f"
B L
Nnmmae®

N
‘m‘“‘
el

i (£3, K6,
3 W

18 11 B A5 0 R A A B A 3 T AR )
S 8%-16% 0 N O BB G 1B T Em (&
BREE 2017; Kamyar & Denis 2017). 1&@#'%
Al FECE A4, RE AL CBERENER,
B /ANE S I AIRHE ) 7E S P 1E o - Fr

EE4R 3001



BRE F /ETRNESEENS FIHERARITERESAT SAHCREEERNE

Research paper

HE

Fig. 3 Protein-protein interaction network. A: PPl network of the common target genes; B: Frequency of the
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top 20 target genes.
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Fig. 4 GO enrichment analysis (top 20). A: Biological processes; B: Cellular components; C: Molecular

functions.
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* 2 FHEE 4 X KEGG BI 4
Table 2 Four key KEGG pathways of Chinese cordyceps

ID Pathway Gene Gene ratio
hsa04080 i1 48 ¥ 4 P {2k - ADRAI1A, ADRA1B, ADRA2A, ADRB1, ADRB2, GABRA1, CHRM1, CHRM?2, 61/327
SZARAE EAE H CHRM3, TRPV1, PRSS1, TACR2, CNR1, CNR2, S1PR1, PTGFR, PTGER3,
Neuroactive PTGER1, ADORA1, ADORA2A, CALCRL, OPRM1, OPRK1, OPRD1, PTGER2, F2,
ligand-receptor CCKBR, GHSR, TBXA2R, SSTR3, F2RL1, CTSG, NR3C1, PTGIR, HTR1A, DRD2,
interaction P2RX3, GPR35, EDNRA, LPAR3, LPAR2, LPAR1, HTR2A, HTR2C, P2RY4, P2RY2,
LTB4R, PTGER4, GCG, F2R, GRMS5, AVPR2, AGTR1, C3AR1, HTR6, HRH1,
HRH2, OXTR, DRD3, CRHR1, GNRHR
hsa04151  PI3K-Akt CDK2, CDK4, COL1A2, CCND1, GSK3B, HSP90AA1, MAPK1, CHRM1, CHRM2, 56/327
{55 NOS3, EGF, RXRA, RELA, PPP2CA, MDM2, EGFR, CSF1R, KIT, PRKCA, MTOR,
PI3K-Akt MET, KDR, FGFR2, IKBKB, CHUK, NTRK1, PDGFRB, CDK®6, SYK, JAK3, JAK1, JAK2,
signaling PIK3CD, PIK3CB, PIK3CG, PIK3CA, IGFIR, FLT1, PDGFRA, PDPK1, FGFR1,
pathway MAP2K1, FLT3, TEK, HSP90AB1, LPAR3, LPAR2, LPAR1, BCL2L1, IL2, MCL1,
HSP90B1, EIF4E, IL6, MAPK3, F2R
hsa04020 #5455 i@ % ADRA1A, ADRA1B, ADRB1, ADRB2, CALM1, CHRM1, CHRM2, CHRM3, NOS3, ~ 41/327
Calcium NOS2, EGF, PRKCB, TACR2, PTGFR, PTGER3, EGFR, PRKCA, PTGER1, MET,
signaling ADORA2A, KDR, FGFR2, NTRK1, PDGFRB, CCKBR, TBXA2R, FLT1, PDGFRA,
pathway FGFR1, P2RX3, EDNRA, HTR2A, HTR2C, CD38, F2R, GRM5, AGTR1, HTR6,
HRH1, HRH2, OXTR
hsa05163 A EZHfR i/  CALM1, CASP3, CDK4, CCND1, GSK3B, MAPK1, MAPK14, PTGS2, PRKCB, 40/327
Human RELA, TNFRSF1A, MDM2, PTGER3, EGFR, CCR1, PRKCA, PTGER1, MTOR,

cytomegalovirus

infection

TNF-a, IKBKB, CHUK, SRC, CDK6, PTGER2, CCR3, JAK1, NFKBIA, PIK3CD,
PIK3CB, PIK3CA, PDGFRA, MAP2K1, MAPK11, CXCR2, CASPS, PTGER4, IL6,
MAPK3, ROCK2, ROCK1

FE. CAEVAIRIE S AW EREN . YN
M. 11,14- B G E UL 4L AE
(Fan et al. 2020; 5K ¥ %% 2020; Zhu et al.
2020), AEA DU IR AT E ik 40 Hd L P4S0
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2014). IL-6 sz Ilfn PR T 15 5 oK 1t A1 IE B
PG 28 o L 1) LR A, TR AT AL R R,
BN A R B P ZE DN BB IR IL-6 32 AR KT T
s IL-6 RS T BH BT AT FRAR 280 . S e 4
F 3R 1 A B A 2R A E R A I AR SR (Jones
et al. 2015; Chen et al. 2019). TNF-o /& —
Fh 2 5 MR RYEA R+, FE B REZE

3004 EHMEFIR

Wik 2 J 3 i, 5 B0 22 PO 20 B A A

Wen et al. (2020) 7 I T bk B2 41 o 368 3k 4100 1)
Th17 Ik B 20 it 2 58 A 40 it S 87 7~ A2 TNF-as

AR TR S R AT A4 RER

Nagae et al. (2008) &I, MAPKI/MAPK3
Tl TR A AE 15 5 1) o 40 8 i B A% O AR
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Fig. 5 KEGG pathway enrichment analysis. A: Bubble chart of the top 20 signaling pathways; B: The
compounds-key pathways-targets network analysis.
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*3 oFREER
Table 3 Binding energy of molecular docking (KJ/mol)

2%y MAPK1 ~ MAPK3  PIK3CA  PIK3CB  PIK3CD  RELA

Compounds (65LG) (2z0Q)  (60AC)  (4BFR) (5T8F) (1v17)
& (OB BE RS Aurantiamide acetate -5.296 -5.744 -4.536 -8.860 -5.161 -5.095
WELYE S B Cerevisterol -4.861 -4.042 -3.514 -5.135 -5.892 -3.084
VTR Flazin -6.969 -7.181 -6.336 -6.671 -7.224 -5.095
1e4: UJ R Arachidonic acid -3.999 -3.406 -4.431 -6.135 -5.877 -3.754
11,14- 8% %R 11,14-Eicosadienoic acid -3.691 -2.309 -3.856 -5.499 -4.568 -1.646

KEGG B & SR i, & HE BIRIT
B 21 2 A0 1) 2 S T R T AR - 32
FIEAER . PI3K-Akt {55 10 B A5 5 51 1
S MaDae. AT A . &
HEEE 61 NERS S5HEIE MR- 17k
PR, BRI IR SR8 B A 2
B B A Ak, B R L e
SARFECAR A BAER, TS A AR
502 T RS RN H A BTG B A A0 4 T RE B
B Ihee, MmN E A 4efer=E ke, b
PRIVE 5 103 72 K PR B i WL e 1™ B 1) 9 RCE
KIENE F4e1k, PI3K-Akt 155 i# B EBEAR
R PR EEEA .. PI3K-Akt 55k S
56 IS AHSS, fUFE EGFR. IL-6. MAPK1.
MAPK3. PIK3CA. PIK3CB. PIK3CD £ RELA.
Hu et al. (2021) &I, microRNA-29b ji it 41
il PI3K/AKT 15 58I TR B 4 44k . Ca®'7E
B A4 R R FE s RN 8
E918EW & 41 MES, %5 EGFR. EGF
&5, Mai et al. (2016) KILFHMT ca® i@ iE Al
PLERA 1 I 50 52 2T A 353475 o a5 /7 20 2%
H S 5 05 2% 25 #1240 i, R
PIK3CA. PIK3CB. PIK3CD. MAPK1. MAPK3
FRELA HE fURNA HE BTG B A 4EA I o
FEHL S, PIK3CA. PIK3CB. PIK3CD 245 HiLfY]
IA PI3K 7%, A& 2T 4EAL I 72 () B VA PIK3CA
M E K EIAF A, Shyamasundar et al.
(2018) W4T miR-128 {+% PIK3CA Z5H f5 3k

3006 EHMFIR

NS 441k . Zhou et al. (2018) KL
W40 PIK3CD %3 /K~F-2k A3 AKT J0, #
TP 4L IEFE . RELA J& NF-kB S B R
HEE A, SRS NF-«B B R 1)
WM, FEXTAORE. AR RE DA R G i B
AT, HREE R 5 K 2 B
KA, RELA/p65 B o] LA 28 5 i 72
BRAR B 2 AR 2 M I 3G 5, AT BRAER LR R 3
TERE (BRI 201700 MIE & -5 -1 50 X 26
Pl U BRI B A 4RI 20 SRIEBAE
T B AS A ESL A, TR A EAE X
FHELSZIA, 3X 5 A R IE Y7 50 1 B Rk B
—

LGRS0, EHATH/MITRAK
Mgt f, ZEafe<-5.0 KH B ILE A
M, 44
(VF3E 255 2021) o 7 ARG REBHA R
BRSSO I B . PR S
PVERL . B ETUGES . 11,14- Tk GRS
JCHERE 55 PIK3CAL PIK3CB. PIK3CD. MAPK1.
MAPK3 1 RELA ¥ H KN &G o ek zms
fe5 PIK3CB W& &y, HaiamkAN
-8.860KJ/mol; IR 51X 6 NICHEE SH
BS54, 5 MAPK3. PIK3CD 41 figmzisk
f, HEiERe098-7.181. -7.224k/mol;
11,14- ik AR5 HoAh 4 NEHERMEEE,
5ix 6 MO 45 G REJITHZELS, 5 PIK3CB
BRUFM G, He55/88-5.499K/mol. 73
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6 LHEFEMMASHEMNTFXIEE A S OFEAZEENE-PIK3CB; B: MUE & BE-PIK3CD; C: 1K
BH%-PIK3CD; D: fu/EPUMAER-PIK3CB; E: 11,14- 1Bk I HR-PIK3CB

Fig. 6 Molecular docking diagram of active compounds in Chinese cordyceps and targets. A: Aurantiamide
acetate-PIK3CB; B: Cerevisterol-PIK3CD; C: Flazin-PIK3CD; D: Arachidonic acid-PIK3CB; E: 11,14-Eicosadienoic
acid-PIK3CB.
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gi LTIk, I P4 2 B VRN A B
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EE; TSR B R R E IR B4t
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Bk &R 5 PIK3CA. PIK3CB. PIK3CD MAPK1.
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