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Abstract Along with the development of science and technology and the transformation of the world pattern, the international
scientific and technological competition is becoming increasingly competitive, which has an increasingly important impact on the
comprehensive national strength. Consequently, the value of the country’s self-reliance in science and technology is emphasized. The
history is reviewed of the cutting-edge science and technology that is crucial to national destiny during the early years of the People’s
Republic of China, when facing complex international situations and severe domestic production and living pressures, and the
historical controversy on the project. Based on such review, this study emphasizes the positive correlation between country’s self-
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understanding on China’s scientific and technological strategy.

Keywords early years of People’s Republic of China, cutting-edge science and technology, self-reliance in science and technology,

strategy

FEXBIR tEAS R A AR SR 4 &AL N . E-mail: jiaozhengshan@ihns.ac.cn

JIAO Zhengshan Associate Professor of Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS).

E-mail: jiaozhengshan@ihns.ac.cn

B tmiE: LF A

*Corresponding author

® FEAT M | 11



