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The Formation of Collection in U.S. Museums: A Case Study of Chinese Painting and
Calligraphy Collection at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Ay
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Abstract: Collections are the foundation of museums. Build and expand collections play an essential role
in every museum’s working task. The Metropolitan Museum of Art (the Met) forms the most compressive
Chinese painting and calligraphy collections in the United States with a short period and provides a valuable
model to examine the formation of a museum collection system. This essay begins to introduce the history
of Chinese painting and calligraphy collections at the Met and then goes on to examine the formation of its
collection from the museum’s collection policies, collection methods, as well as working systems. Finally,
this essay concludes with a brief discussion of how museums in China could use experience from the Met to

build their collection systems.
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