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Fig.1 The theoretical basis of geo-structure
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Table 1 Social structure development stage, representative personage and core viewpoint
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Fig.3 The analysis framework of Geo-stucture
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Geo-structure: Theoretical Basis, Concept and Analytical Framework

Hu Zhiding', Lu Dadao’

(1.Institute for Global Innovation and Development, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China; 2.Institute of
Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: With the diversification of the research paradigm and methods of human geography, the research per-
spectives and methods of geopolitics, as an important branch of human geography, also become diversified. Es-
pecially since the 1960s, the structural turn of geopolitics has led to a number of important research results in
geopolitics. However, on the whole, the study of geographical structure is too simple and immature. Drawing
on the latest progress of structuralism in philosophy and related disciplines, especially the study of social theory
on social structure, international relations on international social structure and geography on spatial structure,
this article discusses the theoretical basis, concept and analytical framework of geo-structure. The analytical
framework of the geostructure consists of 5 parts: structure as a component, structure as a process, structure sys-
tem, 2 levels of structure and 2 mechanisms of action. The contents that constitute the geo-structure can be
roughly divided into 3 kinds, namely, material structure, conceptual structure and spatial structure. The struc-
ture as a process focuses on exploring the relationships and their interdependence within the structure, and the
impact of these changes on the identities and interests of geo-bodies, which means that the structure itself is
changing. The geo-structural system has not been seriously studied. But with the advent of the geo-economic
era, the transformation of Hobbes culture to Lockean culture, especially the interdependence under various rela-
tions, makes the international anarchic society move towards a structural system composed of politics, military,
economy and culture. The 2 levels of the geopolitical structure and the 2 mechanisms are closely linked, re-
flecting the relationship between geo-bodies and the geopolitical structure in which the geopolitical body is
placed. Each part of the geo-structure should form a whole in order to explore its impact. In the end, some

problems in using geo-structure and the current international situations are briefly discussed in this study.

Key words: geopolitics; geopolitical body; geo-structure; structuralism; constructivism; space philosophy



