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Acceptance and Adjustment: Spread of Ethics of Human Em-
bryonic Stem Cell Research in China

Chen Rui, Hu Zhigiang

(School of Humanities, Uninersity of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: Scientific research ethics are faced with a pair of contradictions. On the one hand, scientific re-
search needs international cooperation in the background of globalization; on the other hand, there are differences
in ethical principles among different cultural backgrounds. In terms of the ethical norms of research on human
embryonic stem cells, the ethical principles of western society occupy a dominant position. This paper traces the
rise of ethical norms of human embryonic stem cell research in western countries and their spread in China. It
finds that China has presented a complicated process of acceptance and adjustment when it comes to the formula-
tion of related laws and regulations. Firstly, with the pressure of developing biotechnology, we accept the frame-
work of ethical norms of Western countries when formulating our own laws and regulations. Secondly, difference
in understanding of the moral status of embryos and the principle of informed consent is obvious in Chinese cul-
ture so that we adopt ambiguous, contradictory and compromise strategies in formulating norms. This article holds
that the ethical norms of human embryonic stem cell research should be based on respect for the cultural diversity,
and furthermore non-Western countries such as China should be involved in the negotiation earlier.
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