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Abstract: With profound research, the existence characteristics and potential impacts of microplastics in the
wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) have gradually become a new research hotspot. Especially, the investigation
about the extraction and identification methods of microplastics with high applicability and repeatability is an im-
portant premise. Currently, due to the complexity of samples in the WWTPs, various methods can be used to ex-
tract and identify of microplastics. In this study, the analysis methods of microplastics in WWTPs, including sample
collection (bulk sampling and volume-reduced sampling), pretreatment (digestion and separation), and identification
(optical evaluation, spectral analysis, and thermal analysis) were systematically compared and analyzed, which
would provide helpful information for future researches about microplastics in WWTPs.

Keywords: microplastics; WWTPs; analysis method
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IREEA b L 2 7R B R R R 7K rp o A T i sk
SRR R R R AR N B S R iR, B
RIRSHEE BV R S AR E i, Ak,
TR B K P 5, 23 DA LR i 5 A IR
A MG Y KRR 4 TR (A0 = S B S )T
TR HAR R A 28, 14 T3 T R B A8 3 B
S BRI R Z —

TOBEL AT 3o 2 288 . A= T I RE R IR AR T
BT TR AR IR A R ilE BT Tk sk B H
ARG PR AR <5 mm 1Y ERVEURL, 2 T AP
it AT 1) B A 1O R RaE 7+
BT E A /R AT DR 8 A0 I HE ) e ek
Ak 87142 g X ST BRLAE AT T J5 23 B % AR 1
15K —FEATG KA, CA ZHi 5 KA
14 B 7K R Ui Hh R 2132258 D A O e Rz
TESE T OB RN X — TR s . WAEOBRI 245
SR ot A A B85 55 Y 2ok AR v R R R R R (ot
R PR AL S 3R A0 TR B 7 A R AR <5 mm 1Y
SRR R, 2SS E 1 A AT 2 FE B T il
AYFE G ORE ; F 98 3R B SRS B e R v 2
A OR AL B YR G SRR M AR OB RHE
Ty K SRR T 1 (2 T AW, Horh—
o S BEVIR K IC A TS KA BT, B, V5 7K Ak
R R E I Z —, IO, I KA R X
SEMUBRIEE TS YR, gt o E A A T
IR B K HE BB o 3 A K A PR B IO )
RV 80% LA L5 il ad 5 et A 3 sk Ho A 2R 2R
BERO OB R R ik 1.56 10 il R Ik, s
BHE TG K X5 e B A R AE | 3T 38 5% 1 Fn A 58 15
A TFFRADISE . R, iR 37 58 36 5 7K Ak 2
] OB 3 BT T

AT H AR B S B R i, 15 K
an NS 22 2 BRA B it AR i, T 0
K B KRR A & AL oL A
AT AR, ANk K 55 PR SRR, X e 2R i
23 1 S OB R I, 4  MES UE h K
775 1) i b R & W) (extracellular polymeric sub-
stances, EPS) 2> AR RIS H R i kK rh g
D RIRES URE S 27 4 25t 2 TR OB R, 5
W IR, B TR ARSI Ty s 2 R A e —
[ o A P SR R RSN 532 | AN A1) T A 45 SR 1) A
A, PRI 53 TR | 7 5 e 5 ) T
Mo o ST T B AR L — o AR SCMCRAE (T

REFRVELIN 3 A5 X AT 150K OB RS I 5y
Pror kb AT 7 R GEM BRI L B4 LA D R R Y
W s B

1 RHERKFALIEF % (Sampling and pretreatment
methods)
1.1 RHFEHE (Sampling methods)

AW Tl S BNk T T R R R A T
PR ] 43 R 2RI — A8 R SR L AN XA
Al ZA TR B AR ALY 3 Ui S R
TR IR . 2O IR KRR LR A
i P R R B, B AR TR B (R S A X AN B i
A& A B T B, Nl e ixX — [A] 81, Mason
FUR I B sl R T 24 h FESERAFE , BRARCRAE
AIESRYE . 53— 2 A RAE B3 3 3o 1o 0% | O
G355 LR S AR A e 4 AR 12570 RIS
TR SR A, U HO R B IE T KA, 7
DR K BRALAR . oAb Wi A A AR i ik
U&7 AR a3k o sk g AN Ak g

AR FE DT R AE Y ENE BT g 1
TR o AR, SRAE T 1 B BRI i UM
AR B3 oM | [ k3 107 2% s BBORE | T A (A
KA sk KA E B EERE D), X T 2000
TR 7K S e 6 KA T SR B I 3 R
R EIKFEIAT 3T, 27 R HRFEAS 1 | i 75 5K
R, 1B S RAE SR — RMERIL, 177 3% A i /K BT
T, e B b AR R S IR 5 1 ] KR
PE e S R T R BRI T /5 SE A B Y T A 5
2 TR SLUG A5 A B R 1] AT LM HE AR A S g v
4 —FLAR R IR 5 1% 7 RS T 5 AR A K (A
DA BT 7K Bt 7K A5 RARAARR 5K T 7K 2 0
B2 KoM AL R T B iR i W AR 0%
1%, 38 R S IR T i 22 | JR 8240 B i 45 2 i i H
FRPIR . AHIZZERE S T ROE RS ISR ~
10450« LY [RRE G B AR i, 0 5 T
mn AT Bz i e (), DR L 7 o A st D8 18
AR, B ERT A N H AR A T B | T8 G fif 1 2
14 [ B i v SR AR AR R (L5 28 B R ) 2 T X )= 5 %
FHR AL B — 2k, 5l TP RO RN & S s, B
Ay R AU MELL I T 4 |, PR S AR
KFEASTEWCEE A U B DB R s 3 T 2
M LA 4 i R RS Y
1.2 Fikb B )7 (Pretreatment methods)

IREEAE S TP R TR A PR 7 BN T,
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FERRFUNS R AT R R 2 25— LU L
IR A IRE S A R R R TR AL 3
DB LA R 3 02 LLCLAR B 3 BORE o, QN
WERDRIRAE B 22 5R 985 B2 43 8 EA T R i TUAL
X T ICAILAR SR AL o X8 2 & 75 K Ab BT
R it R FH A T A B 7 125 T A 5 T R 0 S AR 2
HEY AR MR T A S IR BT e LR
A BRI BRI AT BOA A, BRI LT 7 2
T 5 Z A FREEAE & (0 B SR AR FEAS Kt
TR,

1.2.1 AHLLFIH f# J7 7% (Organic matter digestion
method)

1.2.1.1  SEAEIREME(H, O, solution)

i AL (H, O, ) TH A& R AL BT h A LY 0
FFB, Z TS A DA HLZ BRI AR I
R itE 7K R b S R 2R T B B A AL S R
Pt (AZFFR I, AR T H,0, A HL

Y 2R R ARG, LA x RS YR T — 2 A5
Nuelle %% 35% H,0, A ¥ A YA P, 7 d 2=
BRFAL A 50% |, 1 H. 2R £ 4 (polyethylene, PE) il 2
P (polypropylene, PP)K I [8] 2 % T H,0, Hif 2
KRR o TS A T A A b R B R L
PERCR, E70 °CF,30% H,0, Y 5 ia] fE R
12 h 2247 F i 1) S0 3 A 2 T BOR Wk 2
(polyamide, PA) SRR} IR AR, A v i3 2 [ 1, fF
FEN G Fenton G ACHLAE R H,O, #E1THE i
T, TEMALR) Fe( IDHAAAAE T ,H,0, EILEES
B35 BT, BB A RO AR A P, s A
T EY) . AL, Fenton S R HR 1@ B H
ANE 1 h REAT 58 B KR i Ak B ROR B B 4R
FHBOTY s 12 kst 18] (7% 4 J 1 R AIG 1 92 vk ot Ak 9
RN R A2, (A7 2L RS2, Fenton 151 1
e pH {ETE 3 ~5 ZIa], 7 4f H B 75 94 15 (R &R pH
B 5 10 LS FBCER S, 75 K v LA il s W ek

®1 WMEBRBERELS

Table 1

Summary of sampling methods for microplastics

5k
Method

fii Y fL A%

Mesh size

KA/
Quantity/L

References

L7 3=

Advantages and disadvantages

T RIFE
Application

KREEAE
Bulk sampling

0~100 /

BRI PR B R AL AR R R,

fESRAERL N RZEEBK
The operation is simple, could bl ) QR

[19-24]
Influent, sludge, etc

retain the original information;
but the sampling amount

is small and the error is large

300 ~500 pwm K3,

T Bt %
Simpl FoKfEIA 5 mm
imple
? 300 ~500 pwm mainly,
filtration

up to 5 mm

Fractional

45 ~400 pm
Volume-reduced . 0.1 ~10°
filtration

sampling

Surface 125 pm

filtration

different grades, but affected by

the irregularity of microplastics

KA, KL BRA,
U BRI RE
Large sampling amount [21,25]

and low detection limit,

but the fiber may be lost

TERAE L XTI R ol

RIY B ROR R IR A
YU A S )

Collect microplastics in

sk it K
K AE

Influent, secondary

[26-28]

sedimentation outlet,

effluent, etc

e (L ISR R R SN

PR ] RERE A,

o ST AR [13]

Simple operation, but microplastics

of high density may be lost

and easily contaminated by air
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1.2.1.2  PRIFMEE(Acid digestion)

P T iR T 2 D) — P L R B AL B 3 R
FHAE TCHLER , ANAR AR (H, SO, ) FIAil§ B2 (HNO, ) , 75 5 Ui
Fes N AT 24 A T, I e A LAY B
J5 AR F A R, F O T A BA DL = RS,
Yan ZEPYFIH] 50 C /KU T 1) HNO,(65% )% #5 {8 £
AR BE AL 3 A ALY S BR AT 3K 97% . {2 Avio
SEPVL B IR R (100 °C), 5B PERY HNO, 1R 1
TUPBBHEURL , 2 PA 8 FIER IR £ 0 (polystyrene, PS),
I HAR A R A AL, 7o k5 g, Ry ke B
BB AR A0 58 R ARV B2 1 3R AL T ——
ERFR(HCY) SE A7 B 5 Ak B {H 7 AL G 25 BRA5OR 45
1%, ARE 90% ;4757 it — 25 ekt
1.2.1.3  fkiHf#7%(Alkali digestion)

BT AARAT S5 A i — LE RAR K F A AL
K AR RN 2015, Z T8 &R AR AR &
(o R A1 20 T A, R I i) O =4 o 850
T H R B & A AL B (NaOH) A1 A L 81 (KOH)
W BEVEFEIZE 2 ~ 10 mol + L™ 22 [H], 5 I 4 2R 4 i
P HI7E 60 ~70 °C . {H Herrera 25" 0 i Ab FE 5
VERE S B & LA LY BT 25 BRACR IE A AR 1
57% ~67% . P BERY PR 5 e Hh K (8 X R A 47
JECAJLT o FEF 4k 22 ) %) KOH A1 NaOH H A7 #5058
FIRRHT T , NI R AEG T ARk (R 35503 i L3 4314 I
PR B2 L 2R % K = B iR 25 (polyethylene tereph-
thalate, PET)Z> [ fiff 5l 3 11 P4 ot & A A8 Ak 1T 5% el 5
SRY e DRI IS S IR/
1.2.1.4  F§F %75 (Enzymatic digestion)

fif e — S Ay B A AL, T LAAE TR AN
FI2% 1 e A T A6 2 BT N A LY, Mintenig
SEUUSR AR G R AT O R, BT 45 RN 20
wm (R ERHSRE , I LA X Hed s sg g, (R,
H AR A o, ANE BN PR S, A, X
TG Stk KX 5 2 i, — 7 TR AR P
o B2 AL [F S 5 A e AN AR A
MUZR 0, A B B RERH f2. b1 55— T T i 9 B A8
15, 5 o S FE LG (FR B b 7 4 i 55 ) A 52 T 1 2
TG PRI O VR e S R Ts K A B TR A AR T A
Tl D,

AN T3 it 1 ) FH I B AR Bl 530 T 3R 2 v
FETH AR T IR BRI A LA T 1Y 22 BRI Bkt i o8
BHOBHG R 2 MR EZ NS AW, [ b
B — 2075 T VR I AR SRR, AR B

i Aot v ) LA R 1 1 o AR S O HE AR
AR, F 3R T i D76 HL Y 25 BR ASCRAR IR
Fenton 71 1 5 & BE iR >H, 0, 18> Rk IR .
Xof A A AR 52 M) O Ay - AR > g Ik B > P vk B TR
>H,0, F1 Fenton 17|, 1A [F] 44 J5t vk 53 6} T 77 fidt
J7 IR BURRAR BEAR YR R . PET  PA 1 2R 3L 79 I 12
HlE(PMMA)ZE >PS> 5 L Ji (PE) Fl PP, 1E S5 Br b
FH B AR A v, X B AR B K,
T HLI 2577 A2 15 e IR B 0 AR A ), DR AN 7
iz, FIXTIN 5, Fenton 1 i 922 BE A &= A AL
R LR T H X RO AR RN | TR B
TR 24515 BUERE Fenton Tl ff 18 R i5 K
OB BILZR B A R Y

1.2.2  JoHl¥5rE 77 (Inorganic separation method)
1.2.2.1 #5JF43#7%(Density separation)

B oy 1 e R F Thompson 25 i F 78 fi 4
BHERICE , Z B A O EL B 2 (0.8 ~1.4 g-
mL ™) DA IO 2% BT %% FE (29 2.65 g-mL™' /)
X4 A, R R B BRI OIS OB R B ok, 2
FHT bSO RERE b Bz A S ot SE TCHL A Bl F 1 B
R e SR A (NaCl) BB G 4% K B HL
Sy T AR A 558 FH %) 43 25350, {HARL F NaCl
HIRIEREZ R 1.2 g-mL™ ) MELL 43 B8 — b gy 5 i
SRL, BN PET(HFE N 1.29 ~1.41 g-mL R A
2.} ¥8 ) (polyvinyl chloride, PVC; % &l 1.19 ~
135 g-mL™"), A58 A B 230060 A Bk 4 (Nal) |
F AL A5 (CaCly) 15 1k B (ZnClL,) 55 3 5] AL
NaC1¥™  ER W% BE 1 O, HET 4 85 T 7 B AU .
{HR S AFFE A AR 2 . B, Nal A {AL
Ak, i HAES AR 25 S 7E Al 2ok B v Ak
A BRI, BRAEG T 3R] T % T HLT5 YL 5
CaCl, 5 ZnCl, tHXHE R (HE5 15 S A PE
FHUTVE 76 (8 et %) 2% 11 17 52 ) J5 22 48 22 , Tfif ZnCl,
) B b S B A — s R B L BRI T S

IEAh  Nuelle S5 IF & T —Fp ik 72 18 5 % %
Sy EARSE A A R Tl AT Bk, I TE AR
PRSI, NaCl ¥ W T B FE S it Ak, A rp
AR TP M B Bl B R Y T2 | i 2 i
ARV VR S B T o B . — 7 T, 3207 15 i T R
LA AR, T ELAE i 2% 0T L BRASOR =, AT ik
80% LA b, Al T R &S BAL ] 5 55 b —TJ7 I,
AT 55 e 4% AR VR AT RO B B e T
BHE AR BEIAE] 91% ~99% .
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1.2.2.2  JlZEHUE(OIl extraction)

TMAEIGE 2 B Crichton S5CO4& H 19 DLW EL Y
MR BRI R TR 22 0 T %6 T
DAEERAE 5O A B AL, T kL 2 T fiil 1] T 43
ATFEARAR P D S 95 TEREAE A b ) TE L% 5
BT IOLA B B R A ) TR B, b
WERE TR BRI 32 07 V8 X R AR 1Y [l i %
A3k 96% LA L, iz, Bt AR BR A 2 13 He 4
PE A2 A BT 0 . B0y B
HIT, 7 2 ] BE b 25 BRAE i A HLIS

ERTH B TR LI BAER 2 h il
AEIFAC RS EORE AT U , OB R R S
BB, R DRSS, MR BT
TS AT R A WP 28, AR UR ) 2 151 %
SV L BN i 22 Y RL 45 T (V8 A R A 55 5 T, Ca®'
Sy UL VE TE TR 2 T8 TN 5% ) J5 22 %558, ZnCl, A —
FE SR 125 S i E AL P HE T NaCl 1R b
WX, b T HE i NaCl ¥ Wi % B 43 2 3005 fad
T i — 2 e NI 5 % B A AR A
1728 S5 T3 T VR T R el R AP IR 2
EZ T TR S 2 Tk

2 WEFNLETE F % ( Observation and identification
methods)
2.1  HKE(Visual detection)
R0 % 2 5 356 it 11 e 8 Ak S 3 s 3 ik
FRAE N DL PR LB R A o v 18 S AU Pk 4 1 ok
18 RS RRAE B S ) B R U ()7 A T i
BB T KA, #AE TR L Eriksen 55! Hi
DA B AN 56 BT % In & R 57 48 WK AE i v
KABAEIEHEOR (>1 mm) B i 73, (BAEFE 2
15K RE A ORI RL AR K 22 <500 om0 RREHR
ARXEU] T LA B Sk F B A it b 9 S L L 4
B i, PR 9 75 i 5 SE PR OB R SR S 2
FE I #R AR N LR 32 000w 25, 5 B0 A R ik
70% S SRR RO IR TR R B TE K Ab B
R b i A BF g N G il T LA 1T S A Al
BTk — o2 A FH 2R 0 A B e (s B v S A
FERRPE) T RO R 5 4 T UL (N B J Uk
TR 2 B V> R A5) X 43 FF, 1 Zhang 555K R
FE 130 CHIHA 3 ~5 s, 30 b X H i Ja B 14 25 5 0
PERIERL , Hoki A2 N IR AT 3K 20 pm, o5 — PP )2 2
TR B K 8 AR OGS g,

FEIPO G TIRA, ARV, 2%
LY AR 5 | AR TR R /NN & W) 2 i
AHEEE T I MR UL, o] DLA% S -5 At 2 Jo R
XA TR SR, 31X 2 AT iR A AT A — R
R A AN R S R
2.2 ik (Spectral method)

H AT, A AR e 21 4GS (FTIR 7)) Khi g
U T (Raman 15) /2 2 Rl # H T HOE B R
) M BT IR I AT DAIE RNl 5 AN
INFESLRRTHE T XA A BUR AR R AR AL
150 N R 7 S e AL = il = SR AR T A OB
GRIEA  RT B 540 55) FIUAS ) 5 -5 1 BORL Y F
JEY FTIR JGil s TIOLg, 5 T a5+
P 2l i PRHREAE 235 44 T W U o K 2141 T
AR SRR R A TS A A A, B
R R AR >20 wm B ERHERT . Song SEF
JH FTIR ¥5 3w T /MR OB RN(< 50 pum) (K
R CEEME 16 £, EAE RN EKS S
e A, e B AR S T TR T L R A 3 G A
AR R X0 4 58 % 1T €0 3 R 1) A B AR 1 T
BRI PRI, R A B AR e ek 4 I AL A
TR LIRS

Raman JGiE &3 T3 F b 2015 T A 1Y
— PGS, U AT DA BRI AR IR 1 wm AT
AR, BB 5T 8 1 Raman W55 9 3 B G5 KIS
FATF &5 & /Y9 J7 2 300 oKL A2 35 100 nm #Y PS
LT T R T A IO RRER SR i ELA
ORI AR | /NI EEBE A 5 0], L GHAE it it b 2
YR Ry, 5 B R BRAE A TR OB T, 45 025 52 M)
MEZEH, 5 FTIR 48 L, Raman 25 8] (R 51
S, P, Raman D63 2 55 5 /N R 42 T8 B (<
20 pm) Y E L (EI0 N R] BE FTIR 3425
B2, A, X 2 FOGIE AT DL E AN, i 45 &
el A Rl 50 3 T S b R AEAT U0 19 A2 153

(AR E R R, TE R BT PRI 2 88 1 TR
Z RN Z AP PRFR GA R DUBHE 62 B2 A )V T4 ) 52 i
sRAAR, R E A E R ORURS B S B 45 A
Ak A GIEI E 25 R Sin S B AE TR 22 R, R EL
152 S 1 A S VAR = VAR 7 (B2 = e = R ZR )
TR RS A G EAT LL E ARSIy e, A )
R (B AR A 5 A i i — [l L, A T 5 4 1 A0F
RIET IR 5 GG AR S5 A py R I A 2 | 523X
FE TR ORI F B 45 Tagg A5 Ml F b
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