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The mechanism of PI3K/AKT pathway in Alzheimer’s disease and the research progress of

acupuncture intervention
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[ABSTRACT] Acupuncture has a definite effect on the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease (AD), and its molecular
mechanism has been studied more and more deeply. The phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase/protein kinase B (PI3K/AKT)
signaling pathway is mainly involved in the regulation of cell proliferation, apoptosis, autophagy and synaptic plasticity,
and plays an important role in the occurrence and development of AD. In this paper, we reviewed the role of PISBK/AKT
pathway in the pathogenesis of AD and the mechanism of acupuncture intervention, and concluded that the abnormal
expression of PISK/AKT signaling pathway can lead to imbalance of cellular oxidative defense system, impairment of
mitochondrial structure and function synaptic destruction, abnormal autophagy and energy metabolism disorders, and
acupuncture can improve oxidative stress damage, enhance synaptic plasticity, regulate autophagic activity and
regulate energy metabolism by regulating PIBK/AKT signaling pathway to cure AD.
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1 PI3K/AKT & EHESESHE
PI3K/AKT J& H X #fl & & 4t (central nervous
system, CNS) HZ ({5 Sl %, FE S H5HEM &
JCIIEEE Ak E TS Ml v 9 A, PISKAE A
R B AE SR H p 110 48 Ak 3K AT p8&5 1 1T
BE2H A S YR O IRAA, Y R BN AE S B AT O
4 Mo N PISK, Fifi BRI 1k HC R ) 5 i 1k AL B — o 12
(phosphatidylinositol-4, 5-bisphosphate,, PIP2) %4 1k
“hy W i Tk JUL B2 = B2 (phosphatidylinositol -3, 4, 5-
trisphosphate,, PIP3) , PIP3 5 AK'T (4 PH % #4 ik 2%
L R AKT #87- EAL TG HE . I Ah , AKT 72 AGC
WOmE KOG O W IE BE UL B AR R M e -1
(phosphoinositide dependent kinase-1, PDK-1) f# 1k

T#ER AL A & Thr308 i s , M EREZ AW 2
(mammalian target of rapamycin C2, mTORC2) #
P2 AL IE Serd 73 i, LR fff AKT 78 206 4L, 1%
eI B9 AKT 45 2 Rl e St 7 & AL B R A
Wit 20 M AF TG 20 B R T AR A B IR YT
AD iy Y. BERR R S K 1 R A R IR
(phosphatase and tensin homolog, PTEN) #] D) 7= 4=
55 PI3K AH I (1 D1 & , % PIP3 I B 2 1k 25 2 PIP2,
A PISK/AKT 3§ J7 3h, 5 S04 i 9 v 5 m
FEF RN, B PTEN S22 38 i 1) 5 2 o s ALl 2
—o WK1,

2 PBK/AKT{ES#EEE AD £ %P HIER
AD (1% 3 205 1 3R B A 40 M Ak AR T ARIE B &
AFHE (senile plaques, SPs) 40 i )N Tau #F (A i FF i
PR b A8 1 ph 28 i 2F 2 2 45
NFTs) %M, BF 58 8 oR , PISK/AKT {5 5 il #% 5 %
ARSI ARULTE B NFTs, i 342 & =4,
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Fig.1 Transduction mechanism of PI3K/AKT signaling pathway
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AR A /0N 8 S5 40 3 B R 8 P R I SR T A
4 4 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) 7= A4 3 5 2 41
JL A5 45
2.1 W AR TauE IR IA

ARG T B-43 10 T AN -3 10 T X 3R M R B A
HIA R 00 22 A%, L B SRR T IR R ) &
TR SE Ml 5 P T IR AE 2 AD &R R E N
FW, Taute — i 8 MG 1, T AR F O 4
FE PR 5 R M DT B o 40 B 4R A 2 R iE I
Mou e AN MR R, ABULEL S INE AD R
Ui Tau MBI Tk R 42 IR B2, W 2 I [ i il s 26 o8
AR PEN TR A IR T O 3R (glycogen synthase
kinase-3 isoform B, GSK-33)E K Tau iy 3 2L & ¥
fitg , R4 1 AR I 2o 38 5 LS R OR 5 T Tau i B 8%
1% A6, AT i 2 NF T's 9 ", Peng S5 E2 5],
PI3K/AKT i # 5 & 23 Wi GSK-38 1 1 , {2 #F
Tau & [ 1 B B B2 1L & W NF T, [6 B &l Ag it
PR, e 26 300 2 o0 A8 T O PISK/AKT 5 5
i % T G2 R M GSK-38 &3k, Ml Tau i B 8% iR
b, W AB &R, DN U S R4 L X R
PI3BK/AKT 55 Ml e 2 SiE Ras Rr & E A
AB R WML Tau 2 FIRIRIP P A RS
2.2 LR ZE K L) fE

AD B EH W h ARULRY  Tau i B 8% iR 1L 55 =7 %
A B AU 2O AR T AR 25 R B s IR i 0
i K e 2 BRI S S AR A, DT 7 AR K R [ e g
gk Y S AN DN o =R C A VR TR =
A A0 403 I 3 Jf 10— A5 T R 2 b 1A 5 # T i, A2 1F A
FAEFULEL, I NFTs 0972 B, 4 b 5% 2 476 26 7
AD & J& i T v AN W 7 A A 28 o0 B PEAE AT R b
2 G (1R L A1 8 7=, Wang 25" HF 7% 3F M1, 005
PI3SK/AKT {5 5 i ¥ v 90 4 GSK-38 i 1 , 7 1
Tau 2K H i & # i 1k, 382> ABUTEUM NFTs [ JE
G, [ I8 52 R AR 45 40 S T 8, BR AR ROS & i, A
T80 22 TC PR T, A AD R ER I E R . A,
AD R b A 2 R A 3R AL R = B R IR I
(adenosine triphosphate, ATP) 7K T [ , ifij £ ki 1A
e YR 77 A ad B ROS i — 20 in s ATP i, 5 3
1 ROS K ATP 7K iy 8020 ) g o) 252500 2% 5]
W% PISK/AKT {5 5 3 % vl 84 /i1 ATP &, 0 4%
2R R, % 2 ATP/ROS -1 . 31X 7 W] PI3K/
AKT 38 [ 0T G o o8 26Ok 1A T e 25 7 32 8 ok 2>
FIF 3% K R o Ak, B AR UL AR A NF Ts i 1B
B, U AD i 2 38 405

2.3 MR AR i

& fioh o A 22 o0 A {5 B AL 1 A OGS PR Y, i AT
R TR] B2 i ALY ok, G 5 B AR AR R T 2 ) R e
i 7 2 G H 2 %A A B RR Ry 58 fih T BB
fih T 9 R 2 T M B T SR SR BB U, 58 Ak
ol 2 KA AD R 3 B AR A 25 30 AD R
H 2 2) BAC I RERY . WEOE WoR , AR R R I EE VT
s b o GSK-3B 1% P , 3 3L Tau it E#ERR AL , BE R
W Tau 2l H 1z i 20 28 i J5 5, AT 3K 2l o- 22 Bk -3 52
BE -5 HOBE -4 S % e 57 K (o -amino-3-hydroxy-5-
methyl-4-isoxazole propionic acid, AMPAR)#l N-H
Fe-d- K4 H R % {& (N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor,
NMDAR) 8 A A I 5 1 5 %8 fah Dy g, 52 i AD B
WA T e, Hamilton 55" WL 4 5], 1% PI3K/
AKT {5 5 i 1% o] 3 5 90 i GSK-3p 7% 4 >k BH 1E AB
5% 0 Tauid E 8RR AL, B 1k AMPAR NMDAR P
A, DT 88 5 Ml 453 40, O B s o AT AC A RE T Y
TEHT o £ 1 s PISK/AKT 15 5 38 i vl 4 58
5 fil #5473 , AE 22 AD 3 BEE R L 4R o R 1L
eI .
2.4 HWR R

FI I HAT 48 15 40 M AR S R 4 L HAD fiki Y R
A DR AT S I A BT M SR IR 25 A D RE L 5 Boph
2870 R B A W R DR RSB R [ R - R A
B T AN A 5]k b2 R AR
[F] B, 2L PR S B8 A2 4507 A2 K ROS 7 A A AL B
W, HE— 2D IR A WA A S A O T %
FAOG, 5 2 4Ok R ]38 3% 4K (mitochondrial
membrane permeabilization, MMP) 5| % , & B 1 W
S EC PR TGN, B WRAE S T LB )
M 2 &R 8 & [ (mammalian target of rapamycin,
mTOR) W % , T H G FEHIMME REZ S Y
(mammalian target of rapamycin C, mTORC) 1 I
mTORC2, H ' ,mTORCL & 7 M-V B AR Y 5 2242
il L AT A AR Y IE , JF S A R Y UNC-51 4
H 0 7S R 1 (UNC51-like kinase-1, ULK1) & &
P00 T PR T T H R, Querfurth 50 5T BR
AD i P9 A AR Y mTOR 3k 7%, 5 W0 4 2850
& H A BRI A T RE . HE— B TSR, W
15 PISK/AKT {5 = il % 7l 45 20 38 38 mTORC1 1%
P Bl R R fE UKL A o B F e, AT o 2 4
JE g T X 3R W] PISK/AKT/mTOR {5 5 3 # 1Y
WS AT LUR U AD S BE A L R 2T TR T,
i =R VA A
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2.5 JEAY P2 onRE R

R i AR B B, AR A S M & e
AT B T DDA DG o A R A 2 T i E — B
ORI, AD W A R By R AR S e s T R A
AR 2R I8 Mg DX 78 s AR 35 AR IR, i 4 4 0 5t BB /D
ik — 2 S EONMICAZE 1 TR BEoE BoR , AD
KBk X # A BB #% 32 {K 1 (glucose transporter 1,
GLUT1) K- 3 R, HL A Bl AH 0L A X7 28 i
PR % BT B, 3 — 20 I AR VT Tau 2 (1t
JE B R AL, Cao SV HIF 5% 2% W38 1 34006 PI3K/
AKT A B GLUTL Ry R, sl 2 28 fioh 5 2% il pif 22
JCAE T 55 XAy PE P & dE VB 0, AT 0820 S B AR
DUBURT Tau 2K A B M2 1k . #2278 PISK/AKT #J fig 8
1 2 589 AD A8 QT R R K & ik X RE T
i, it — 25 i oo B L 4R m A T BE .

g5 LT, S PISK/AKT {5 5 38 #% ol '~
GSK-3B 76 P, 70 il Tau i B 8§ R AL , k2> AR & i 5
WG 2R AR S5 H T RE A7 0, 082 ROS 77 4, T TR

AR A A 5 BEL 1 AR S Y Tau i BEBERR AL, Bs 1-
AMPAR. NMDAR W b, 2 3 58 fil 8 £ 5 48 4
mTORCL % ¥ , 8 B2 Al FORE W ok i 5 5 A i, )
B 52 2B AR 7, 32> ROS 7= A= £ 5 MMP, 8 45
A0 M F TS SR A I T /PR T P (Bax/
Bel-2) FfH , F I Caspase-3 #& ik , DI s 2% 41 it 94
1o 5 b ) A B §% 32 35 A (glucose transporters,
GLUTSs) &3k, 5 & i X A8 & A8, > #h 2oc i
T2 3R R RYT AD AE T . LI 2.

3 $#RIET PI3BK/AKT 5 SEHiAT ADH
S FHLE
3.1 HCE A

FAL R OEFE LR ROS 25 H i 672 A= ad &,
i AL R Bt S AR B R G ) — P AR AL R R
AWLAD P I B[ EE AT A R S
PR, 51 & 248 X0, 5 B Ko T F i
Jo i AR R 2 T AR R R IR BB BIF A IE S

TE - PISK A i NS EJILAS 3-8 , AKT S 25 RS B, AD S BT /R S i B , PTP2 S W e UL ki, PTP3 b Wi T ot UL — iR
PDK-1 2 8 i 1t AUBS: 4 A P 8t - 1, PTEN Sy 9l 1 9 g b 5K 00 25 1 W) 954, m TORC2 R & A% R AW 2, APP A e By FETT 14
HHL,ARNIEMFEREN, Tau MR M M Tau, B-Secretase A B4 il , y-Secretase A y-73 il , RTK 4 32 1A % 2 R 1 B
GLUT 4 # 45 W 5532 8 11, GSK-38 A M J5 & BB A 38, mTORCL Ky & A% % & &) 1, Bel-2 2 B 41 bk B -2,
Bax J Bel-2 #13€ X 8 H ,ROS N P 4, Caspase-3 22t R A< fi-3.

2 PI3K/AKT {5 SiB 7€ AD HHHLH
Fig.2 Mechanism of PI3K/AKT signaling pathway in AD
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AD 5 BE R AR AR FI AT B 5 R Ak 1 Tau &b 2 P AR
BLAR BT 48 b il 8 3K 7K -, S B A0 I WA 4 i
TR 41 A i 3 ] il AR Al Taudl 2, e &0 1
AR Tau 5 % Ak A BLAE A SR AG 2107

AW HE AD B E W h A% E2 A G+ 2
(nuclear factor erythroid 2 - related factor 2, Nrf2) }&
HC#L L N NAD(P)H: Bt % Ak i J7 B 1[NAD(P)H:
quinone oxidoreductase 1, NQO1]. Ifil £ 2 Jil 4 B -1
(heme oxygenase-1,HO-1) 4% 2 2 *F: bt 2 IR 1K 42 1l
R AL TV KR 1 22 3K T B T OIS Nrf2 0 B s 2> AB A
T ROS 8 i B2 B, BE — 25 0 % Ak 51 157
GSK-3B /& PISK/AKT il % 28 ML i) T il s 22—,
GSK-3B7E S9 i 3 W R 1k , i J5 7 75 24 iR 5% JE 4b
W 2 it Fyn, Jf 76 40 M8 & N T Tyr568 i s 4b %
%2 Ak Nrf2, ffi Nrf2 5 ¢ Ak XS e 5 1 1 45 &
¥ LI Kelch # ECH X Hk & 1 1 (Kelch-like ECH-
associated protein 1, Keapl) dF & #fi 4 77 2 B fiit ™
TMAE AN FOIREE TS L T PI3K B 400 i 11 A g P0G
Nrf2 FEROS BUR I8 T35 o R 5EiE i, e
BERTEOE PISK/AKT 5 5 #% , W 3% b8 o5 52 1k
(p)-AKT Nrf2 #5 [ 3k, 19 im0 Ak ) B Ak i 1%
P, [a] B R P8 9 B (malondialdehyde, MDA) (1) %
U AR HE 25 0 A0 T, R
BT AT 3 5 300 PISK/AKT 15 538 % 30 ) GSK-3p
P 3 Nrf2 335 2 5 50 S A E R, g 52 it
2 BV A IR S A 2 e T RE .
3.2 MRS fh vT B4

S il 2 P A IR E A B R 2 i 4 1 B R
& AD R 32 B AR AR S8 fh T 98 M R AR T
— B SR AT 8 AT 5 1R Y 5 Sl 3 & T
AE Y kA2, AR i 58 k4% 328 ) 8 1 oiR 55 8 Ak ] 3 K
it % 3% 3% (long-term potentiation, LTP) | i} 2 #il
#il (long-term depression, LTD) Fl £ &% 4 i, =&
e F oY WoR , AD /N BRI E CAT X 58 fil Bl ek /b, %
s e R S A IR R 0N L 9 M /NI A /D B AU
T8 s M2 U SR 4 5 0 B Bt 35 /b 5 58 ik 2R
1A 2 fih 32 58 ik 5 85 BE AR 1 95 R GA UK P B R
IR, e AD ™ R R S OG HE IX 28 ik T 9
45 K Iy RE A R VD AR O o BEAE MRS AR
PI3SK/AKT il 7] 1 LTP Jf F i LTD, ik 3 %
Sl v S O T 8 ik I B, B R 2 2T R i

AKT 752 filh v 3V e VR I T 02, X6 28 fih 45 #4) 2
A A A7 AR 2 2] i AZ T RERT .
SEUSIRIE Y R B i B AD ) B 41 21

p-PI3K Fl p-AKT £ 1 3R 35 , 3§ 0 i 5 2H 2 5% finh 45
i, MR T o8 R 53 Ml I T RS e R A 0 58 ik
T i FBE D 5 fi Iia) B 45 381 240 358 1 1] 5 B, 42 75 B
AL D PISK/AKT B2 b %3k , 18 52 g o 58 fil
TE A S5 KB 07, vl 1 58 fl mT 98 P DT & # 2
LACICTIRE AR o WF 5T 2 B i U 4 b 28 A K
- (brain-derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF )il i 5
LR S A7 A I TR U A2 AR B 45 A IS TS R i
PI3K/AKT 15 53 B , AT 400 ) 22 oo 0 T, 0 7
Z8 fil WL ¥ PERY, R b B SRR o e g A
BDNF ., Jit L Bk & /1 A1 3¢ #% B B (tropomyosin
receptor kinase B, TrkB) .PI3K.AKT & K F i) %
ik B 2 20T, R T 28 fl mT B I ek
# AD/NEICIZ D BE o BEr I AT 5E o B0 PISK/
AKT {5 53 [ 2235, I 28 foh o] 98 P | 18 52 28 fih 4t
i, BAFEEE & 2% e HIFE o

3.3 VRGN [

P I 2 2 - A M R A ) AL 2 — 3l R
ik Vs T A v A O R 1 1 B A i R R B O 4 i
PN 4 JB A IE O BRI RN R BEL BT 40 i S R O
T, WEHE R B, AD R A e B AR R L (R
FR I R AR EEUUAR, B 1w i I R R A B
VBT 6T PR 25 0 £ 9 A R i 3 A%, DA T AR 3F i 22 0
W, 8 id e TP, mTOR &
PISK/AKT 15 = #% & e ¥0 43, Al 3@ 2o #1 f ULK
TSR A A wE BEAE B TR AR AKT o] B 4%
% mTORCL J3 ) F #1555 3 0 /8 |, sl o 41
il TSCL/2 5 A ) i 16 M [ 42 30 mTORCL, AT
) 24 ok R, 20 B DT 48 e O T, AR a4
B, B3 AD 22 201 RE 1T,

WF 58 0F 52, W R AT b 9 R R K RO ) 41 41
PI3K .p-AKT .p-mTOR # 1335 , [A] i i /b Beclinl
S EFEICLC3I/LC3 T e fE, #2m f 4 ad i
% PISK/AKT/mTOR {5 5 18 8% , F# i Beclin-1 &
HFRBMLC3N /LC3 T Al , i — 25k B mg /A&
Az B, B R 4 o0 A WE TR PR L AT 98 28 45 ot A
o HE— B IE M, AR IR & R A KB
ROS, ™ 5 i 13 b A& 3 B MMP 2246, DT 75 3 46
LIRENISR N I S A PRV S5 I e
8 PISK/AKT/mTOR i # & A 1Y % i , 2>
ROS MDA A= Jil, 3 5 MMP M 1 16 &2 28 4 14 2 fig
SR VTIR R T R D VI E N i LTI =R NG o1 B2 N1 A~
S i T 38 5 0T PISK/AKT 15 5 il B 16 52 28k 14
DN I A R AR E R R K B BTNy
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W 45 2 e AL g
3.4 AT RE AR

W58 Bon , AD fiivh GLUTs i K S 2 he &t
HER AR FL 4 5 A0 kA S8 T AR LA AN Tau
W R A, 41 7% M 8 2 1R 3 B K PT BB 2 AD 9 JE
PRt SEIR AT N, A R R X 3 1Y A A
AR 0T A R0 > AD K BUIG X A2 e sE T,
23 (] 2 2] FE 12 32 401, T30 M 5 4 8 488 BBt 20 A A
ICACRE T PR VIAE S, e Ah  AD B3 K 4
FERWY T A A i DR R R R AR AR
K F 1 mRNA J 32 ks /b, % B AD 515 &
HHLIR B YIAE K, PISK/AKT 155 18 % 2 5 i
T 2 A A o TR 2 I T AR LT
53 F GLUTSs M\ 20 i P 5% B 51 40 i 5, Jon b 4 45 1
Bz, R IR R DR A SORRE 8 AR L 0SS K A A
fig F10,

2 R 5E Bon &R S AD KB D
PISK . AKT S R ZREA T &ETHE, T GSK-38
K-, ) B 38 A GLUTs 28 (1 2635 . 6 B &1 ofil 7T i
b S PISK/AKT {5 538 #% 4 i GSK-3B 19 1 B2 1%
IRV KR R A 3N - | TSR VA =3 S ) e T 3
BH B A 25 0 X O B 1 2 40 R 4 on B A L 5
P25 T 40 B T, T PISK/ AKT B 2 16 ] 3 0%
cAMP [z [ g4 45 & & H (cAMP response element-
binding protein, CREB) , fi& #F #ft 28 55 A= XA
203 B2 ) 4 31 98 5 PISK/AKT/CREB {3 5 38 #%
AR 3 2 R DR B P A v A R R o
2 T M 2 on A T, o g R K BRUIA T T i R A
B A, BEAR 2 B S IR R R T R 45, S BUK
i ROS P74 T B ) 48 &2 4R R I 1% 55 i 176 1
PRI SRR 2R A5 38 59T &, ok AD ORIk g
AR Al DT B A K ST i g B AT
38 o S PISK/AKT {5538 i, {2 i GLUTs ik,
$ 1m0 M X R R R, AT D w2 e M T, B AD
INFIIE 1 BE

4 NG5

25 bk, PISK/AKT {5 5 % 5 AD KL R %
Y1, 20 6 10 380 R Bl 3 AD i 4 28R 405 A B R AR
FH o BF AT BE 8 5 B PISK/AKT {5 5 1 B%, B
A 5% Ml R OG0 5% ik 46 A N D) e AT R
U RNENE R SUNE ¥ A W ah (=R A VR €K IR & E5
BRI RE S5 # A& 52 55 1 M43, 400 okl w26 50
T 5 B8 v i DX RE AR, b T T 2P

2% AD 1Y J5 B AR R AR

XL WF 5T AE B PISK/AKT 15 5 8 B 0 5 0 %
ik JE AD KR 0 E B Z — (A AH SC S R
Z I AT . B e, HRi iR gE O B 0
PISK/AKT {5 53 % 1 1 AD 4241t 7 sZ 554k 95 , (1
AH A I 8 AR 48 R B — R BR T4 A 2 SR K
MF B it AT R Z R 2T . ok, A i
7% 22 5 A LA AL IR T PISK/AKT 15 % i % I
(1 S B AR 11 3R 3, SN BRAN 5 53 1% 52 (1 AR Ak
R, ME DL 4 T M B2 BB AR AU A A R M, HL G R
Z IR AFTE B B 12 I 2 A 2 g At 3 5
MW gE 8> . A £ R B PTEN 4§ PISK/
AKT 38 #6875 P71 LR 52 30, vl i ik
— MR AR R ZE S ZAENEN. &
J& . PIBK/AKT 15 5 i [ 3 ZEAE F J2 4 aF 1 5, 4
R T e A R A A 2 3 A G 2R K OF
DAk B 2o BN T 2K AN M T R S 8 DD BIE 5
BLHIT AT R R AR ST o B, A I I i — 25 58 3% 1
FJE T PISK/AKT {5 53 B HARBLH 0 0F 52, 455
Se kB HE AR T B Can 540 i % ik 28 ) e Sk 2 2 ik
KB FEAR)BRHRERLS, ZME 2
7 ZHT 2R WM R ET T AD 15 2V
MU, R & RNA YT AD $R4EE 238 S H
FIFESR AR 5 IR TE R 25 o g . 15 ™ 2480
A TG 2 0 AR S 5 A0
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