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Treatment of Chemotherapy—induced Neutropenia Based on "Retention of wei qi"

Gao Ying, Ye Xin, Xiang Juyi, Xia Ting, Zeng Jinhao
(Affiliated Hospital of Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu 610075, China)

Abstract: Chemotherapy—induced neutropenia (CIN) is a common adverse reaction in chemotherapy patients, which is
directly related to the risk of infection and even death in clinical patients. Studies have shown that the defensive effect of
"wei qi" is closely related to the immune function of neutrophils, and the abnormal accumulation of neutrophil
extracellular traps (NETs) is the key mechanism of CIN, which is consistent with the pathogenesis of "wei qi retention".
Based on TCM theory and clinical practice, combined with modern medicine and molecular biology research, the author
has recognized that the deficiency of lung, spleen and kidney is the fundamental cause of "wei qi retention ". Due to the
deficiency of wei qi, the flow of wei qi becomes sluggish, and deficiency of wei qi, damage of camp blood, insufficiency of
blood vessel, resulting in blood stasis, leading to "retention of wei qi", induce or aggravate CIN. Accordingly, a new
hypothesis of "deficiency of lung, spleen and kidney—wei i retention—abnormal accumulation of NETs—CIN association"
was proposed to enrich the scientific connotation of the etiology and pathogenesis of CIN in Traditional Chinese
medicine, and to provide new strategies and ideas for the intervention of CIN with the treatment of "replenishing qi,
running wei qi, nourishing blood and promoting the circulation".

Keywords: Retention of wei qi, Chemotherapy—induced neutropenia, Pathogenesis, Neutrophil extracellular traps,

Replenishing qi and running wei i, Nourishing blood and promoting the circulation
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