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Construction and Effect about Tianjin Dagu Port Battery
During the Opium War

Tang Lipeng
(Opium War Museum, Dongguan 523900, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: In the first Opium War, a coastal defense system based on the battery was established at Dagu
Port. Compared with the one at other military towns, the system at Dagu Port took the lessons from the failure of
Qing Army in previous wars, with improvement in battery formation and tactics, for the purpose of actual effect of
defense against British attacks. The real combats at Dagu Port during the Second Opium War also evidenced the
rationality and effectiveness of the military operations at Dagu Port. The upgrading of the coastal defense system
at Dagu Port better interprets the military concept that “Defense ensures success in the battles”.

Keywords: the Opium War, Dagu port, battery, coastal Defense
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