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An Analysis of the Relationship between Museums and Public Space in Modern China:

Taking Museums Built by Westerners in China as Examples
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Abstract: Westerners who have come to China in modern times have established the first museums in
modern China. In traditional perception, these museums are a form of invasion and colonialism, which act as
part of the cultural erosion and colonial expansion against China. However, undeniably, these museums have
enlightened the public, disseminated scientific and technological knowledge, and promoted the modernization
of Chinese society to some extent. At the same time, these museums also construct a new type of public
space in modern China. This paper uses Yantai Museum, Qingzhou Museum, Jinan Guangzhiyuan, Asian
Literature Museum, Musée Hoangho Paiho and Xujiahui Museum as examples. It briefly analyzes the
museum architecture from the following three aspects: distributive conditions, spatial scale, and spatial form.
The management of museums is probed through the aspects of time preset, identity preset, and behavior
preset. The activities held by museums are illustrated from exhibitions, lectures, and preach. These aspects are

essential factors of museums to serve as public space.
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