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A PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE TEAK DEFOLIATOR
PYRAUSTA MACHAERALIS WALKER

Wvu SHE-BHSIUNG CHEN CHIH-CHING WaANG TIEH-HWA
(Institute of Tropical Forestry, Kwangtung)

Pyrousta machaeralis Walker is an important defoliater of Tectona grandis. Tt
has 11 to 12 generations a year in Hainan Island. The larva does not enter hiberna-
tion in winter and the pest populations reach maxima in July and August. The larva
spin an open web and eats up the tissues between the veins and thus skeletonises the
leaves. The larval stage has five instars and the mature larva pupates mostly on a
green teak leaf. The moth needs supplemental nutrients after emergnee. It hides
during the day in shaded places and mating and oviposition take place at niO'ht The
eggs are laid singly on the underside of the leaf and the maximal number of eggs pro-
duced by a single female is 500 (217 in average). A field survey showed that it has
eighteen natural enemies including parasites and predators. For chemical eontrol
dusting with 1.5% Parathion plus 35 BHC mixture powder gives satisfactory results.





