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1 E CENER KA RE T E A /K i caspase-1 (Cystein-containing aspartat-specific protease-1) il i /5§ 1
- &-18#118 (interleukin-1B8, IL-18; interleukin-18, IL-18) JGasdermin DR, JHEhJORE X N % S AT, 25
LM R AR R R TRl I A gt v SRR E T caspaise- 14 i) 1) e A5 B 6 Tk BB B caspase-1/) a3 Tl R IR RN
W5t caspase-1ZhRE H A & 2 3. 18 N H K B R 480 1 R A w1 1 N i caspase-181 75 P X3, PAVX-765K4
FEAAE S 7], H 7.caspase-1HIHil AN e AR 1Y, f SLis SAE W) SCEF 868 MG Wi AT ik . 45 BoR, B4k
& W) E-3-(4-(diethylamino)-benzylidene)-5-hydroxy-2-(3-hydroxy-4-methoxyphenyl)-7-methoxychroman-4-one (CIB-
1710) , TERSf caspase-1iE A R4 14 HilfEFH, H1Cs936.27 pmol/L. itE— Bt 51 K ILCIB-17107E /) R 1% E ik
A0 R JT7AA A LRI A 22 8 (lipopolysaccharide, LPS) % JE H AW # & (nigericin) B ¥ % S I IL-1B8AL, H
TEEWRIE N AN IE 71; 5 T3H%E R 28 CIB-17100] 5 caspase-185 (A 1M AL T M 45 M 3k s A 45 Ak il 2 A
FI B DI 1 5 35 4T S5 R CIB-17100] 1% f1 il caspase-1BY UJiE . 48 LTIk, AHF7¢ At 57 i caspase-141 il 7144 4
17 3 5 2 Dy R BT B v A Y caspase -1/ o T A AR AL T = RUR AR R & 42, B A I VE AL A ) CIB-1710 R 1E
caspase-1I 7| JF @ik — Bt e, (K7 %1 230)
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Abstract Cysteine-containing aspartate-specific protease-1 (Caspase-1) plays a critical role in innate immunity,
which initiates an inflammatory response and induces pyroptosis by mediating the maturation of interleukin (IL)-
1B, IL-18, and gasdermin D participating in the development and progression of multiple diseases. Therefore,
the establishment of an efficient and stable caspase-1 inhibitor screening model is of great significance for the
discovery of novel caspase-1 small-molecule inhibitors and in-depth investigation of caspase-1 functions. In this
study, the soluble human caspase-1 protein was cloned and expressed in Escherichia coli. Using VX-765 as a
positive inhibitor, an in vitro screening model for caspase-1 inhibitors was established and an in-house library
consisting of 868 compounds was screened using this model. The results showed that a flavonoid compound,
(E)-3-(4-(diethylamino)-benzylidene)-5-hydroxy-2-(3-hydroxy-4-methoxyphenyl)-7-methoxychroman-4-one
(CIB-1710), had a significant inhibitory effect on caspase-1 activity in vitro, with an ICy, of 36.27 ymol/L. Further
studies revealed that CIB-1710, acting on the mouse mononuclear macrophage cell line J774A.1, inhibited the
release of IL-18 induced by lipopolysaccharide and nigericin without affecting cellular viability. Molecular docking
showed that CIB-1710 can bind to the catalytically active domain of caspase-1 with high affinity to inhibit its
cleavage activity. Dialysis experiments showed that CIB-1710 reversibly inhibited the activity of caspase-1. The
in vitro screening model for caspase-1 inhibitors established in this study provides an efficient and low-cost way
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to discover novel and efficient caspase-1 small-molecule inhibitors, and the active compound CIB-1710 warrants

further investigation as a novel caspase-1 inhibitor.

Keywords caspase-1; inflammasome; inhibitor; flavonoid; in vitro screening

AR AR AR S R W — 1
21 G o 3@ 1 2 2UIR 5 %2 7k (pathogen recognition
receptor, PRRs) kP 5 il 4h 5 Ak O 1095 B A 26 4 T B
7\ (pathogen-associated molecular pattern, PAMP) }
PR A A 7= AR 1 S I A 0% 4> T4 U (damage-associated
molecular pattern, DAMP) , M i 75 75 % /i [ (6 =) B % [ B
Y123 AT 25 I A D AR R 52 DAL B IR 10 15 Sh e, AT
M IINOD: 2 A £ 4 (NOD-like receptors, NLRs) & —
KA 555 S PRRs, % T DAMPKPAMPGE iR . 7F
WU F K 2 PAMP/DAMPI fE 6 J5 , 5 € INLRIG SR H 5
e 5 H R 2 i caspasest &, MG caspase, IS
caspaseifi it 7 4 il 985 T IL-18+ IL-18 e A2 12175 S 1]
T-Gasdermin D3RS 8 &5 £ TR AR KR, HEm SRl E
R M EER. FARNLRP3ZAE/MASE N 2522 NLRs
FEHPE R IR Z AR R 2 —. BRitRc R MMy
Ji AT 5 BNLRP 3B, A 597 B e A e JeAR M = s TR IR
A T TRAMATPZEY, WS NLRP3ZEATSEE ™, Wi
RS TS B S R EE 1 (apoptosis-associated speck-like
protein containing CARD, ASC) &1, LT itk 4N
ASC ©, M ASCHZETIE 1 M pro-caspase-1, G & pro-
caspase-1H 2L T 7242 p20/p 1 0PY T A4 T iE ). W80 1
caspase-1il i %f pro-1L-18. pro-IL-1@ £ % 1 [ -1 it sif 44 3
TTBIUME I, (LR b, &% 9 K R S A F SRR Y
i AT X SR A B A B 48403 T S S50 A e

Caspase-1/&caspase % jik 1 ¥ 4 caspase i —F, H
RGP A T Y ik 11922, 3, K EAS Ti (M) N45
x 10°, LAJGIE 1 (A )5 30 (pro-caspase-1) 17 76T 41 i 7
th. gk it caspasedd 51 45 4t (CARD) FlJiTH—%
JU i () B AT (i AU T p20 . p10WE 5:S. 4 pro-caspase-1
Wl VT I 98 /N PR A BRI, DR RS A R B ng kAR B, TR
i B 3] 25 B CARDIS, f2 p20. p103Y 3 7] [ 3% # Ik Bt , T
B B 05 P ¥ p20/p10 5 19 244, 1317 BT IL-1B8+ 1L-18J%
Gasdermin DRI, Jash 40 KT HEl oA 2 Wit
F 3% 7~ caspase-15 2 Mk 1 & £ K R % DI, Bl Wk
P R PR P = A Y S R ST R L Sk
i 96 Vs, TR] AR YT 4% SRE A S 0 00 F) — /2 B 45

Hir& A £ Fi H A 45 M caspase-1/)h 4> 1 4 il
T B9F R IR R N W P AT 7T, L S Bk ON IR 1 B I
W BOR 2 B EE B BR T, DR T R T e i HL e 4
i caspase-1/ 7 T H il 76 T V8 97 2 FEAH 6 s B &

B ARHFFRFI KT R IZRIE R85, KRB
caspase-155 4, #47caspase-19Hil5I A4 i A5 7Y, SF1k
AV SCRE AT O 3 3 R IR BT G 4 K K I caspase-1
PO R 7R I — B AR A 0 20 B v A A IL-18
FEIRE J), Jycaspase-17a &2 A4 FIR i K 59 HEfi.

1 # 8

11 M SiKF
INECE R RITTAA A GRS AT

caspase-1 cDNA (L3 S M N BLHE A PR A FD 5 pET-30a
#H Ak (Ki#Takara BioA#)) ; Trans5afk 22 2 S 401,
Trans BL21 (DE3) {b 22 &M At &N & EMEARE
BRAED 5 BREIVENYIEEBamH L . Sall. T4 DNAE il (3%
[E Thermo Fisher Scientific/A @) ; il I ZIDNAZE AL [B] Uik
&, TN BE 2 BOR KRB A & AE R RAR A RHE A FD
FastPure Plasmid Mini Kit (F 5055 HE 5% A 9 8} 1B R
AT ; caspase-17¢ 6 ¥ Ac-WEHD-AMC (3 [EEnzo Life
SciencesAH)) ; K% (Kanamycin, Kana) ( L4 T
AW TR G RAFD s RAHERAEZLEH (sopropyl
B-D-1-Thiogalactopyranoside, IPTG) (3 [EAmrescoA
A s SAEN O AT R 2 A PR AR 5 2K RS 9 9
(PMSF) . —HIZTH (DMSO) . Bk (Jb st RFEERLA
BT 5 Nisi e e Lo BNt 2B R A FD 5 B
BEREUY) . TR AR (JEEOXOID AR ; BlgkE (dbmi sz
FAY R AR AT ; DMEM#ER; 7735 . PBS. HH&HE R
(£ EHyClone AR ; fa2-1fLiE (_LiEExCell BioA#]D) ; AR
% ¥k (lipopolysaccharide, LPS) , i#&#74% (‘Z2#(BiosharpZ
D RHAWEE (£ESigmanal) ; ANRIL-18wE R E
ELISAR A& (BUMIBEHEY) A F]D » CCKBIRF & ( RigiiAR
th THBRARD .
1.2 L&Y
Rl & YR AR B A I RAR T & W), 12868
A RIRF= MR s S ).
1.3 X 27
filg B A T AR B DAL 4 3R 4 (35 Thermo
Fisher Scientific/A =] s i A MERAX (7 B8 2 LB IR
HIRARFD 5 PCRIC (WM BIFERF AR AR ARD 5 &Ik
1% (£ Bio-Rad/A 7)) ; ImageQuant LAS500— 144k %1%
(£[E GE Healthcare A#]) ; 1HER; IR %8 (HER I
Fr S HIE A RAFD 5 518 B (LR s iy
TAEGE GRIMTR G A & A D 5 BLERRIR Gl AR
TRAERHIEA R A D 5 3LaUE 28K B (L2 ER)T
ks
2 F5 3k
2.1 Caspase-1-pET30a% ik BRI A2
(1) PCR: #R#E AJicaspase-1/1p20p103F 14 [X 15 1 [X]
T4, % iPCR5|%): BamHI -caspase-1; caspase-1-Sall,
FHNERAR R, S REEB W RBH A R 7= S 3t I 7E55
°C N ATDNA SERZ T BRIR K ) B, PCR 3R3 %5 BamHI-
caspase-1 -Sall, ¥ PCR™ ¥y 47 5 fis Bl 5 Iz fo vk, B 5 4f
L ACIl i oll}:3:-
(2) BYI: ¥ pET-30a/fi fi 5 Xk caspase-1 7 B & [H] fif
FHPR &V A V1B BamH T, SallfE37 °C4 R FdI1 h, BtiJa it
AT RS EL K A [T AL S A 00 4
(3) ez Bk 546N A B i#80.03 pmol : 0.3 pmolf

LLBlmN s 38 T4E R 7E16 °C1F N2 h.
(4) Btk IR 540 Trans 5o e K b iR %, W EL50
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ML Trans5alil A10 pLIEE =, B F AT IR 5 0k 30
min, 42 °CH\445 s, FLUKH2 min, ¥ AN 600 uLL itk r
LB FEFEPE 1, FRERN3T °C, 200 r/mindfE #£50 minfii
N E T5. NS0 pLBE R 203 TR IR PP AR LBES 77 5
W, 37 CCREFRF A K.

(5) B V& %8 - PRECTHRIT IR 58 EI 2 A1) son B, ot
20 pLKE/KPH—FE# A1 mL LBE; 753, K% 7K100
°Cin#5 minj&, 10 000 r/minE 01 min, H_EiE AR, P
KA KA B % I8, LLcDNAKFH P X I8, #E47PCR, K BH
BT R B 3% 77 35 N3 mL Kana LB 753, F-37 °CHER N
200 r/mindfz & 7.

(6) /N Tk # B FastPure Plasmid Mini Kitif B33k
FT/INBRE R, AR I B .

(7 BV % 52 . #1551 Y caspase-1- pET-30a)# ki [
PR 1)1 A VD B BamHI, Sallidh A7 B4, 3EAT XUEE T % %, 3K
JRRLI AT AT I, RIS P T R
2.2 Caspase-1ERARIE4L

(D ¥4k K BL21 (DE3) J&AZ A AN MUK b fif R, WX
50 plL EAZ YN0 I A10 uL pET-30a-caspase-15E 41 i ki

(B, BEWRITIRAIE K30 min, 42 °CHM45 s, FHokiR
2 min, A N4600 yLLHitEMILBR; R MEPE H, THEIK
P37 °C, 200 r/minfk#250 minfii 41 & & 75. W50 uLiE s
S)EAT TR AU R AR LB Rk, 37 °CH R A B T K.

(2) ¥ KE: 7% PhHCHR R 4210 mL Kana LB 7 3t
W, 37 CCREIRHPIRIEIL T, SR5H5 25100 mL Kana LB 773
gk SR AR,

(3) S HEWIODg, = 0.5-0.605F, MAIPTG, fli%k
W JE 0.5 mmol/L, 7£25 °C&AF FRIEH St k.

(4 EARE A W HE NSO, 4 °C, 4 000 1/
minZ.0»10 min, RERE EiEA, 20 mL PBSWTIR &,
50 mLE 0T, 4 °C, 10 000 r/mini 0015 min, %5 E
1%, IIN20 mL Zf#Buffer (50 mmol/L NaH,PO,, pH 9, 10
mmol/L Bk, 0.3 mol/L NaCD "7 & & 5 I APMSF (%
WHEN0A mmol/L) , B FUK E kT A2 E R (ThZ400
W, TAE2 s, #1524 s, 330 min) . BS54 °C, 10000 r/ming;
220 min, ¥ _EiE W% N\ H Binding Buffer (20 mmol/L Tris-
HCI, pH 7.9, 10mmol/L kM, 0.5 mol/L NaCD il V41 1)
NiEst Jlg B e e A s Tk /KPR, 100 /mindRIZ2E1 h.
R WO S, 20 mL Binding Bufferid vt — kT
J&, A10 mL Elution Buffer (20 mmol/L Tris-HCI, pH 7.9,
300 mmol/L BEM:, 0.5 mol/L NaCD #4854 ¥ i F ok, i it

F1 BRHRSIM RS

Table 1 Oligonucleotide primer sequences and vector

BCAR & Al 2 R B, InNHE il 2 2 AR F30%, 7 25 R A7
F-80 °C. & 4ift 5 4l i i SDS-PAGEHEAT K .
2.3 Caspase-18§ & M4 4 ) K AR 51 i 1% 48 B 32

S H R BENNLR %, LLAc-WEHD-AMCTE A
caspase-1/{JEY, caspase-1 R HHiZEMHN AR -BR
I% — 2H 2R — R A 2R 1 DU K7 51 9 B U) R A Z R 5 AMC [
R B, T H 9 e FEFTAMC (7-2 BL-4 R L/ 5 2 T~
TGS, B EEFR L3800 nmy i k& B K SR A 460 nm
AL GIE, 10330 minpyBESr B G IEL, 2 A5 6
i (relative fluorescence units, RFU) /i [a]fr 4%, 15 o i
2R Rk 2 a] S il HH i PE . BAVX-T65 0 A 41 77, 36
UEG e A 2% 75 1R . S B2 phif 2H 1k Hepes 50 mmol/L.
DTT 2 mmol/L. EDTA 5 mmol/L. HH120%, PL&& i B¢
NIRME PR IE. [ NARR YLk caspase-15E1H; VX-765
RRIAL A P % e I ) Ac-WEHD-AMC.
2.4 {RIMFIR

2 R ZH AN ) ST e A B R SR 7 W AT AR W i3 AT R
#45 pL caspase-14fifk & A (£ E100 nmol/L) B TR
96fLtkH, 755 L ik &4 (Z44)%50 umol/L) BFH
PEHHIFIVX-765 (4K JZ 100 nmol/L) 7£4 °C R & 30 min,
SR JEIMON FH 52 N7 2 1R s 8 TR ¢ e IR (R 215 pmol/
L), 38 o B A5 SO T30 min Py 45 43 B 10 9% 6B B, LA
RFEU/mintli 28, 11 80h 22 2 3 DR BTG 1. DAnZ5 47t e
A AL H A EYE, LA Y5 caspase- 1RGP ) 4] R
i FiGraphpad Prism 8.0 /L4 Ak & Wit il R dh 2k,
3 31Cs.
2.5 CCK8#&MCIB-1710x1J774.1¢RAE AV 4R R S 1EF

B A EAE K J7 7TAA AL I R A T 96 FL A, 24
GRIEFN90% LA, MAANERERFICIB-1710 (0.1, 1. 10,
20. 50, 100 umol/L) , FANKEHMIN L, 1EH24 hfF
Wi, FLINA10 uL CCK8H, #E37 )CH#Mh I H1 hi,
38 3ok RO 450 nm &b Y E
2.6 HHRAKFENB N FZ-1BFER

B A T A K I 7 TAA AL R R T 1 2L, 24
G HILF90%-100% K 5 5L 4y Opti-MEM, M ALPS

1 pg/mbL) fl¥3 hjg, INALEICIB-1710 (1. 5. 10 umol/

L), fEM30 minf5, IMAJEHFI W # % (10 pmol/L) fEH 30
min, Y& B, 43 /N RIL-187E R ELISAR 57 & 46
IL-1BREIA.
27 HFXE

HEAT 53 70t Bz 3 A T8 14F Autodock 4.2.6. (k&)

JE K Gene 514 Primer 5|45 % Primer sequence R4 PE M P8 Restriction enzyme  #/k Vector
Caspase-1 BamH 1 -caspase-1 5'GTTGGATCCAACCCAGCTATGCCCACATCC3' BamH1 ET-30a
P caspase-1-Sal | 5GTTGTCGACTTAATGTCCTGGGAAGAGGTAGS' Sall P

Sal |

BamH |

kana BamH |. Sal I3fi1]

) Caspase-1
DNAJ Bt DNA fragment

kana
BamH |-caspase-1-Sal |

pET-30a
(5422 bp)
ori

Enzyme cleavage

lacl

[E1 Caspase-1-pET-30a= 4 Rk [E.

pET-30a
(5422 bp)
ofi

%% Ligation

lacl

Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of the caspase-1 construction in pET-30a vector.
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CIB-1710& il /M RE Ak Ab 3 5 RT3 R (A %, M Protein
Data Bank 353k Bt 1 caspase-1(f] /£ 45 #) (PDB ID:
2HBQ) . 4 f R 4 AT R B K T i L EUR T 2R
FIALER, $R15 50k [ caspase-1 1 i 7R 45 1) 5 1L & W EA T A
XEIZE, OBCN1000K. EE00/R A5 b 454 H H Re
RIS R GRIGREE ARG IEFERTREM) , FHEET
HE S5, Hpymoldi AT G AL ], RS 7R ZE M 45 R
2.8 HPHIF AT MRS

¥ caspase-1:# A (100 nmol/L) 5 N4, F4H1 mL, 7
5 DMSO (5 pbL) . caspase-14s i 3% FL 4411 i) 7] Z-VAD-
FMK (£ iF50 pmol/L) . caspase-1#a] ¥ 3t 4/ #1177 VX-
765 (£ JE100 nmol/L) . CIB-1710 (&K E50 ymol/L) 7
4 °CFiEE 30 min, il 8 Hg . R HSE A R AE P K o
5 minbLBRZH MR, B HEE EiR4HE AN ET
45, I NGENT (20 mmol/L Tris-HCI, pH 7.9, 0.5 mol/L
NaCl) , 4 °CIEMTIE B, Ao P+ 20 25 S 1.
2.9 o

{fi i Graphpad Prism 8.0% {4 % 5 46 45 S it 47 4 it 43
e, 48 FHAZ 80 0E B 75 0 656 X one-way ANOVAK 73 b 236 %1
P22 Sk, MPE/NT0.05 N EEEM %25, AA4%1t

3 RS5O

3.1 Caspase-1EHFRIALL

NG ¥ 2 caspase-14t A /& 15 78 K I HT B AR 4 £ 1k &
SRR IL, BUIPTGHE 5005 H 17 SDS-PAGEHL ik
. SDS-PAGEHL yk 45 5 i 7~ caspase-18 4 8 [/ 1% R R
el Rk, HAEIPTGYS S5 RIAH N (E2A) . B kil &
F7E 4k S5 1500, SDS-PAGEZS R i, B4 Nik g b
W aifb JE A B O o I R BRI, 2l s (KI2B) , R
Ty R K A R R Rk R gk B T\ P caspase-1E 41
EA.
3.2 Caspase-15& M4 M K 7 1% 55 A &E

145 Fl %6 6 JEE 1 Ac-WEHD-AMC K SiF il 5 51 Y caspase-1
wEARGEA YNNG, HH Ccaspase-158 5K 1K
JE 55 2 DA B RO 1% 2% #F. IRIBAAAE F100 nmol/LEEH
3 AL AS TR P 1) 2 6 JE Y Ac-WEHD-AMC, 45 3 B R $2
a1 caspase-145 [ 1] & A iR BT IR, [ BN T
2R JES A R FE 1 T 8, 4RI FE 15 umol/Li, B

AITE30 minPY R 58 A K A, A RCR I . EI3B 4 il
f# F150~ 100, 200 nmol/LE F{#4h15 pmol/Le iy, 5%
27 BRI P B R P B I G 0, 491G i %2200 nmol/
LI, 7115100 nmol/LAH ZANK. EI3CE 7w 8 1 E PErT 4 FH
P A TNV X-765 LK 5 A 6 1 7 Qi) 32 7R i SR A A T A
HET R gE A, B AR & B R B 9100 nmol/L, JEA)
Ac-WEHD-AMCZ ¥ J& 515 pymol/L, P67V X-765%k
J& 75100 nmol/L.
3.3 {INF A& N FHI I

i Ky bR i caspase- 130 i 7 4R A 0 i A 0, X
AR R LH Ak B ) SC AT TR %, W0 VR B A 50 pmol/
L. RILTHEYCIB-1710 (El4A, {5 A ChH0;0 E-3-
(4-(diethylamino)-benzylidene)-5-hydroxy-2-(3-hydroxy-4-
methoxyphenyl)-7-methoxychroman-4-one) Xfcaspase-1if
PER I 241°590.2% (BI4B) , i — 015 R I, Z4& W
LI B A 5t 1) 77 2\ A A 4 il caspase-1i 1, 1C5,436.27
pmol/L (E40C) .
3.4 CIB-171040#J774. AZREE 2 IL-18FE AT

T30 [ caspase-17] Bf ] pro-IL-18, 74 il 1 IL-18
R MR AL, T caspase-19F 2 A L1858, Kl k3%
{176/ B B LR 4T iR J7 74A 1 RS I CIB-1710% IL-1 8B
HISIE . 45 RN SAFT R, fELPSTIALFES hfF, N JEHF|
B F BT S IL B R AR 8 H R T 2R
IIAVX-7655CIB-17107] B & #i il IL-1B1 7= 4=, H.CIB-1710

A M/10° B 10°
150 - 150 ems
100 7= § 100 === (s
70 & O » v
50 s 50 ww
- —) caspas-1 —) caspas-1
b ‘ (45%10%) 40 - (45 x 10)
35 e t"""
— e 35 -
25 W B 25
e : ®
| -
20 il
o 20 -
PTG - +

E2 Z¢Hcaspase-1EHSDS-PAGER k4. AN Hlcaspase-14
IPTG S 5 &kt L BE v 4lifh f5 (1) & 4 caspase-154 .

Fig. 2 SDS-PAGE analysis of recombinant caspase-1 protein. A:
Expression comparison of recombinant caspase-1 before and after
IPTG induction; B: Purification of recombinant caspase-1.

A B c
= . £15 ki 215
S 80 Ac-WEHD-AMC/umol L S S
Q - 75 © * 5]
(&) © (0]

g5 # Eal

$§60 -~ 15 &gém ”Eém —

o - 30 2 = >

X540 25 255

T = Q 0.5 = 00

e 5 £ -
5} © © g _
© 0 x 0.0 T T T T Y. IEE T T T
o y y y 25 50 100 200 X 25 50 100

o4

10 20 30
t/min

Caspase-1/nmol L'

Control
VX-765/nmol L'

&3 Caspase-15& M M & i & & L. AEIPH100 nmol/L caspase-125 [ 5 V) AN [R1 < £ 117 6 K Ac-WEHD-AMC; B AR [ i caspase-15&
FIBI 1115 pmol/Lyé 6 K Ac-WEHD-AMC: CIE AN A i VX-765%F caspase-125 [1 85 U35 Pk (K140 il 41 F . S8 D FRIME £ bR (N=3) .

Fig. 3 Caspase-1 activity assay and optimization of screening conditions. A: 100 nmol/L caspase-1 protein cleaved the fluorescent substrate
AC-WEHD-AMC at different concentrations; B: 15 uymol/L fluorescence substrate AC-WEHD-AMC was cleaved by different concentrations of
protein; C: Inhibitory effect of different concentrations of VX-765 on protein activity. Values are mean + SE (N = 3).

*P<0.05; ** P<0.01; *** P<0.001; **** P <0.0001.
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FE10 pmol/Li R XS IL-1BRE A il i Wl . 4Rifess TR caspase-142 FIIXH £k il A 454 (PDB ID: 2HBQ) ,
SEYG RN CIB-17107E ik B AN 22 5 i 4 L 19 48, 0 CIB-  J# T Autodock 4.2 6%t 1EAT 4 FXHHER 78, 45 %ow, CIB-

17105 IL-1BRE TS B i AN 2 Hh 41 o 75 7= 2k 17105 caspase-1111H t45 & 68 v-8.21 keal/mol, KA E
3.5 CIB-17105caspase-14 F 3 & YOl [ %k ESE A S R A R A AR, E6C, 6DE R CIB-
NTRCIB-17105 caspase-12Z [ (45 &7 R AL A, Fo 17100 542F p20ir 3 ) Asp185, £z T p10iL 3 (K Arg3525%
> B C
18 15 CIB-1710
o 1] .
e 10 i; ICs, = 36.27 pmol/L
)@IE =]
A Z£5°%0s
2 =3
0 S 00 ' = m=ma Y3 E .
CIB-1710 2 S VX-765 1710 00 05 1.0 15 20 25
Control log (c/umol L)
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Fig. 4 CIB-1710 inhibits caspase-1 activity. A: Structure of CIB-1710; B: The inhibitory effect of 50 pmol/L CIB-1710 on caspase-1 activity; C:
The ICs, value of CIB-1710. Values are mean + SE (N = 3). * P < 0.05; ** P < 0.01; **** P < 0.0001.
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Fig. 5 Effect of CIB-1710 on IL-18 release and cell proliferation. A: Effect of CIB-1710 on IL-18 release on J774A.1 cell line. B: Effect of CIB-
1710 on cell viability on J774A.1 cell line. Values are mean + SE (N = 3). * P < 0.05; ** P < 0.01; **** P < 0.0001.
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and cib-1710 pre and post dialysis. Values are mean = SE (N = 3).

4 718

Caspase-11 i UG 5 2 Fhop i 1k 42 K e % U1
9, PR IR IT JOREAH SR 1 B . Bl B M
caspase- 1l il 72 Al AR S B B, 4l WiVX-765. VX-740
ANPHFIE 2. HrpVX-7655VX-740 /& caspase-11] ¥ 411 ]
FCE 0, B B T VAT WO A A R RN e R R 5
AELR g 77 5 (10 B 25 44 1 o B 20 NI PR = AR50 22 v I FE i
S AR N — PR SR VE T 22 10 R, (B DR D B I 2 R B
WS 17 5 1A PR 22, B B (R RIE A S s v R i T DA 3 30 o)
caspase-1UL K 30 I 26 ik & F5E 50 ORIV FE Y, H Al 22
Wl FH IR 7 3 22 ke B R A e (T A iR D
T RAEHEY. g BTk, HETEIFX (i caspase-14Hi 51 &
SRBE = XN caspase-11E 1t I R ¥ W P R VER, (H/=E
MEEEIER SECEMTA R T2 . R UL A 06 EEAF R B Y
T 2 LA /N [ caspase -1 90 il 751 - 4% 95 /N PR HR 5% B 1
WBIT. AW R BLEIAL G I CIB-17101E A Rl # caspase-1
Bt 375 1 B A1 4 IR \L-A B TR RO P, Sk 441 B 37 79 6 AR TIE S
R AT o S A & Wb A7 38— 2D i 4 W s i s, LR IR
O B 4T HAE FH 42 4= 1) caspase-1311 1] 7).

RS EAE ) Z AR, B R ENF-kB.,
IRF. MAPK%E 55 3d %, SRADHI B WINO . COX-2, IL-1B.

PGE2%% 4 iE A HB R & A B A A8 AP, B AT R B 2 Fh
TR S Ak 9 T A 0 ) % /N TR RS DA B R JRE /N AR R
43 13RI e i) 4 RE /N R3S, T T B caspase-13KiE 1
] B AR 98 IR 1R A AN 43l o R B LT A A . 5 G i Bz
Z08 I PR A AT HE HNLRP3 K caspase- 111 3 i e 411 il £ i 22
A E R IR 0 2 1 2 S 2B T HNLRP3 4 S /A )
B i T 4101 1] caspase-1HI BTG K L1801 7= AP, KRB E &
AL R YANLRP3FIAS C A5 % RE /I A 20 B8 4 1) 3 3k I B4
AR O JUL A8 I FEE 9 45345 K B RN B AL 2 4 S I HO e 2411 i 11
IL-1BATIL-18 375 7K1 ok e 0o JUL 5k 1 755 J8E 92 1240 PO IR 2,
B A IR T B3 30 caspase -1 8T 1) i 1 1w i 250 4.
PATE ORI T A5 ) B A caspase- 140 il 5 (1375 P,
NS TS B R ER R T B AE. |
T caspase ik & A v B2 AR 57, [RIEVE AR i B 45 M AR ABL, TRt
CIB-1710/2 15 & 5 i H Al caspasesI 45 4 5 Thfig, & & &
caspase-114F P, & FHE— BT,

AT 5 T A H T CIB-17107E caspase-14&
) 45 A A, N HE— B IR WAL & A AL S 4 A RE
il caspase-13F 14, FATHE CIB-17105 24 O3] 8 5 2%
caspase-19l1il 71 Ac-Y VAD-H "Rt & 114 COE 17 45 A i
At Ee. 3 s E % B Ac-Y VAD-H. 1L & 4114 % CIB-17104E
caspase-14 [ p 10V 2 [ — A 48 25 (A b A7 FE AR BL I AR SL oA
sh4r, PR CIB-17107E 1% AL £ 45 & (i vl 1 il caspase-13K
PE. HBRIEZ A8, Ac-YVAD-H AL A P14k v) K caspase-11f)
A PE L 25 Cys 2857 il L &5 4, 77 A 8 S 2 3 sl VE .
5 EiRcaspase-1iE B il FI 1 25 # % LG, CIB-1710%k = v ik
ACys2857F Aoy 2L [, IR §I 1 I X caspase-1111 401
HilBE 77, 1X Bk — B SRR ATAT R B CIB-1710 LA AE 2L A7 AT
2547 A caspase-1BI VG M. R, 4544 E X CIB-
AT10HE4T 3E— 2B M 25 B i, & MK 4y T RSP IR I & iE
FED, 1AW F BE ik N caspase-1[{]Cys2853F I iy, 77
AR B A .

5 & if

BAIRI KW 4T 1 )5 A% 2 ik 3R ik 44k 7 N Y caspase-14%
M, 5 i) g caspase- 14 il 71 R S e AR Y, R LT R 254k
EWCIB-AT100] fEAR A 2 Hi il caspase-145 (G 1. i
R R B CIB-17100] 38 i 3E AN 7T 3% 1 7 X S caspase-1f)
AR X3 B AR I L BT D)y . Bk Ak, CIB-17107E/N iR
R [ 2 IR P e A ) e T 22 6 R T8 R SIE B 2R RIS 51
IL-1BREAL, HANMER MEARAK, Rt A & v caspase-13H7 24 1
TR R . A5 R O R I R 2 Ak A mT e e B 0
caspase-1i% MR N 2 5¢ K+ 1R, m At o i W 2k &
YIPTHHLHIFE AT I6 7 1.

CIB-17107E 4H it = X - 1L-1 B T 1 410 1) R0 SR AR T 4k 4
Wt caspase-1i M (NI AR, 5653 R 2 R Ah 3 ik alifb (1 B
A2 B Z MR, 5 E00 R 50 S A1 N R E A A7
TEE S, W77 2 7R CIB-17107] §8 37 38 ik He i 77 2 i %
IL-1BIREI. R 0 B — 25 T & CIB-171014 4 2058 R
I, TE e HANH caspase-13& 1 4b, WAHH R ¥ 1 98 35 1 it
W55 5.



PR IR KA

R 5 K M B caspase - 141 il 71 Uk A i 15 A5 5 1) 4y 42 2% 3% 1

Vol. 28 No.3 Jun 2022

BE Lk [References]

Schroder K, Tschopp J. The inflammasomes [J]. Cell, 2010, 140 (6):
821-832

LaRock CN, Nizet V. Inflammasome/IL-18 Responses to
streptococcal pathogens [J]. Front Immunol, 2015, 6: 518

Shi J, Zhao Y, Wang K, Shi X, Wang Y, Huang H, Zhuang Y, Cai T,
Wang F, Shao F. Cleavage of GSDMD by inflammatory caspases
determines pyroptotic cell death [J]. Nature, 2015, 526 (7575):
660-665

Davis BK, Wen H, Ting JPY. The inflammasome NLRs in immunity,
inflammation, and associated diseases [J]. Annu Rev Immunol,
2011: 29 (1):707

Swanson KV, Deng M, Ting JPY. The NLRP3 inflammasome:
molecular activation and regulation to therapeutics [J]. Nat Rev
Immunol, 2019, 19 (8): 477-489

Schmidt FI, Lu A, Chen JW, Ruan J, Tang C, Wu H, Ploegh HL. A
single domain antibody fragment that recognizes the adaptor ASC
defines the role of ASC domains in inflammasome assembly [J]. J
Exp Med, 2016, 213 (5): 771-790

Boucher D, Monteleone M, Coll RC, Chen KW, Ross CM, Teo
JL, Gomez GA, Holley CL, Bierschenk D, Stacey KJ, Yap AS,
Bezbradica JS, Schroder K. Caspase-1 self-cleavage is an intrinsic
mechanism to terminate inflammasome activity [J]. J Exp Med,
2018, 215 (3): 827-840

Gaidt MM, Hornung V. Alternative inflammasome activation
enables IL-18 release from living cells [J]. Curr Opin Immunol,
2017, 44: 7-13

Elliott El, Sutterwala FS. Initiation and perpetuation of NLRP3
inflammasome activation and assembly [J]. Immunol Rev, 2015,
265 (1): 35-52

Yang Y, Jiang G, Zhang P, Fan J. Programmed cell death and its
role in inflammation [J]. Milit Med Res, 2015, 2 (1): 12-12
Terkeltaub R, Sundy JS, Schumacher HR, Murphy F, Bookbinder S,
Biedermann S, Wu R, Mellis S, Radin A. The IL-1 inhibitor rilonacept
in treatment of chronic gouty arthritis: results of a placebo-controlled,
monosequence crossover, nonrandomized, single-blind pilot study[J].
Ann Rheum Dis, 2009, 68 (10): 1613-1617

Vandanmagsar B, Youm Y-H, Ravussin A, Galgani JE, Stadler
K, Mynatt RL, Ravussin E, Stephens JM, Dixit VD. The NLRP3
inflammasome instigates obesity-induced inflammation and
insulin resistance [J]. Nat Med, 2011, 17 (2): 179-188

Kumar A, Kumar V, Singh K, Kumar S, Kim Y-S, Lee Y-M, Kim
J-J. Therapeutic advances for huntington’s disease [J]. Brain Sci,
2020, 10 (1): 43

Guo C, Fu R, Wang S, Huang Y, Li X, Zhou M, Zhao J, Yang N.
NLRP3 inflammasome activation contributes to the pathogenesis
of rheumatoid arthritis [J]. Clin Exp Immunol, 2018, 194 (2): 231-
243

Jin HZ, Yang XJ, Zhao KL, Mei FC, Zhou Y, You YD, Wang
WX. Apocynin alleviates lung injury by suppressing NLRP3
inflammasome activation and NF-kB signaling in acute
pancreatitis [J]. Int Immunopharmacol, 2019, 75: 105821

Xu S, Li X, Liu Y, Xia Y, Chang R, Zhang C. Inflammasome
inhibitors: promising therapeutic approaches against cancer [J]. J
Hematol Oncol, 2019, 12 (1): 64

Wu J, Luo Y, Jiang Q, Li S, Huang W, Xiang L, Liu D, Hu Y, Wang P,
Lu X, Zhang G, Wang F, Meng X. Coptisine from Coptis chinensis
blocks NLRP3 inflammasome activation by inhibiting caspase-1

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

[J]. Pharmacol Res, 2019, 147: 104348

Wannamaker W, Davies R, Namchuk M, Pollard J, Ford P, Ku G,
Decker C, Charifson P, Weber P, Germann UA, Kuida K, Randle
JC. (S)-1-((S)-2-{[1-(4-amino-3-chloro-phenyl)-methanoyl]-
amino}-3,3-dimethyl-butanoyl)-pyrrolidine-2-carboxylic acid
((2R,3S)-2-ethoxy-5-oxo-tetrahydro-furan-3-yl)-amide (VX-765),
an orally available selective interleukin (IL)-converting enzyme/
caspase-1 inhibitor, exhibits potent anti-inflammatory activities by
inhibiting the release of IL-1beta and IL-18 [J]. J Pharmacol Exp
Ther, 2007, 321 (2): 509-516

Sheen-Chen SM, Ho HT, Chen WJ, Eng HL. Effect of ZVAD-fmk
on hepatocyte apoptosis after bile duct ligation in rat [J]. World J
Gastroenterol, 2005, 11 (15): 2330-2333

Hamarsheh S, Zeiser R. NLRP3 inflammasome activation in
cancer: a double-edged sword [J]. Front Immunol, 2020, 11: 1444
Rudolphi K, Gerwin N, Verzijl N, van der Kraan P, van den Berg W.
Pralnacasan, an inhibitor of interleukin-1beta converting enzyme,
reduces joint damage in two murine models of osteoarthritis [J].
Osteoarthritis Cartilage, 2003, 11 (10): 738-746

MacKenzie SH, Schipper JL, Clark AC. The potential for caspases
in drug discovery [J]. Curr Opin Drug Discov Devel, 2010, 13 (5):
568-576

Gao S, Wang S, Fan R, Hu J. Recent advances in the
molecular mechanism of thalidomide teratogenicity [J]. Biomed
Pharmacother, 2020, 127: 110114

Ott PA, Chang JL, Oratz R, Jones A, Farrell K, Muggia F, Pavlick
AC. Phase |l trial of dacarbazine and thalidomide for the treatment
of metastatic melanoma [J]. Chemotherapy, 2009, 55 (4): 221-227
Yi YS. Regulatory roles of flavonoids on inflammasome activation
during inflammatory responses [J]. Mol Nutr Food Res, 2018, 62
(13): e1800147

Porras D, Nistal E, Martinez-Flérez S, Pisonero-Vaquero S,
Olcoz JL, Jover R, Gonzalez-Gallego J, Garcia-Mediavilla MV,
Sanchez-Campos S. Protective effect of quercetin on high-fat
diet-induced non-alcoholic fatty liver disease in mice is mediated
by modulating intestinal microbiota imbalance and related gut-
liver axis activation [J]. Free Radic Biol Med, 2017, 102: 188-202
Zhang X, Wang G, Gurley EC, Zhou H. Flavonoid apigenin inhibits
lipopolysaccharide-induced inflammatory response through
multiple mechanisms in macrophages [J]. PLoS ONE, 2014, 9 (9):
e107072

Zhang X, Du Q, Yang Y, Wang J, Dou S, Liu C, Duan J. The
protective effect of Luteolin on myocardial ischemia/reperfusion (I/
R) injury through TLR4/NF-kB/NLRP3 inflammasome pathway [J].
Biomed Pharmacother, 2017, 91: 1042-1052

Wilson KP, Black JA, Thomson JA, Kim EE, Griffith JP, Navia MA,
Murcko MA, Chambers SP, Aldape RA, Raybuck SA. Structure
and mechanism of interleukin-1 beta converting enzyme [J].
Nature, 1994, 370 (6487): 270-275

Fournier J-F, Clary L, Chambon S, Dumais L, Harris CS, Millois
C, Pierre R, Talano S, Thoreau E, Aubert J, Aurelly M, Bouix-
Peter C, Brethon A, Chantalat L, Christin O, Comino C, El-
Bazbouz G, Ghilini A-L, Isabet T, Lardy C, Luzy A-P, Mathieu C,
Mebrouk K, Orfila D, Pascau J, Reverse K, Roche D, Rodeschini
V, Hennequin LF. Rational drug design of topically administered
caspase 1 inhibitors for the treatment of inflammatory acne [J]. J
Med Chem, 2018, 61 (9): 4030-4051

637



