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Exploring the Conservation and Renewal Strategies of Industrial
Heritage within the “Genius Loci” Perspective: A Case Study of
the Shizitan Hydropower Station in Changshou County, Chongqing.
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School of Marxism, Chengdu University of Information Technology, Chengdu 610001, China
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Abstract: Since the convening of the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, General Secretary Xi Jinping
has attached great importance to the protection of cultural heritage. He has emphasized the necessity to comprehensively enhance
the level of protecting, utilizing and inheriting cultural heritage, so as to make more cultural relics and cultural heritage come
alive. Industrial heritage, as a part of cultural heritage, serves as an important historical testimony of historical and cultural
heritages. It has witnessed the development of industrialization in New China and carried the industrial civilization and spirit of
New China. As a place that carries human industrial civilization and memory, the spiritual and cultural value of industrial
heritage is particularly precious in today's era. With the continuous rise in attention to industrial heritage, people's rigid and
single-minded concept of industrial heritage as a production function has begun to change. Arousing the public's interest and
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value recognition in industrial heritage, exploring the multi-dimensional value of industrial heritage, and creating a place spirit
belonging to industrial heritage is the essence of protecting and reusing industrial heritage. The Shizitan Hydropower Station,
located in Changshou District, Chongqing, was born during the Anti-Japanese War and flourished during the "First Five-Year
Plan" period of New China. It is hailed as "a flower of New China's hydropower construction" and the founding project of New
China's hydropower industry. It is one of the 156 key projects during the "First Five-Year Plan" period, historically known as
"there is Xiaoman in the north and Shizitan in the south." In 2020, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology of
China officially included the "Shizitan Cascade Hydropower Station Hub" in the fourth batch of national industrial heritage list.
Today, the Shizitan Hydropower Station, which is over eighty years old, is still benefiting all sides and is known as a living
hydropower industrial heritage museum. Introducing the theory of place spirit into the protection and renewal of the industrial
heritage site in this area, and conducting in-depth protective exploration and excavation, can deepen the understanding of the
interactive relationship between people and architecture and the environment, thereby further clarifying the value connotation of
the place spirit of industrial heritage.From the current domestic literature on the protection and renewal of industrial heritage, it
mainly focuses on the protection of the physical existence of industrial heritage such as buildings and equipment, and often
neglects the protection of intangible cultural heritage such as industrial culture, technological processes, production management,
and the collective memory of workers, making it impossible to reproduce the true historical scene of industrial heritage. With the
development of cities and the migration of the original factory population, the main production function of industrial heritage has
gradually weakened, and the place space has also weakened. The protection and reuse models for industrial heritage are more
about using existing domestic templates or copying foreign paradigms, which lack analysis of the characteristics of the place,
and the excessive introduction of commercial models leads to the gradual decline and disappearance of the cultural
characteristics of the place. In the 93 documents retrieved from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) by
searching for the keyword "Shizitan Hydropower Station," the protection and reuse of Shizitan Hydropower Station mainly focus
on technical protection, and there are almost no articles discussing the spiritual connotation. When people engage in activities in
specific place areas, their consciousness will spontaneously interact with the place, and the sense of identity and direction are the
main factors in forming the place spirit. Under the joint force of the sense of identity and direction, people have a sense of
belonging to the place and express the place spirit. Compared with other articles on the study of Shizitan Hydropower Station,
this article, through the introduction of the place spirit, creates the industrial place spirit of Shizitan Hydropower Station, and has
a leading and promoting role in inheriting and promoting the spirit of hydropower and the red spirit, building a characteristic
spiritual scene, constructing a cultural propaganda base, and carrying out a joint research platform.

Keywords: genius loci; industrial heritage; Shizitan Hydropower Station



