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A Review of the Research on Social Vulnerability
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Abstract: Based on the concept and analysis framework of social vulnerability (SV), we summarize the con-
tent of SV under the influence of climate change, natural disasters, urbanization, tourism development, health, en-
vironmental pollution and public safety, and put forward the priority areas of future research on SV. The focus of
SV is on the rise, but the concept and analytical framework of SV is not yet conclusive. The research contents
mainly focus on the analysis of SV under the disturbance of natural factors such as climate change and natural disas-
ters, and less attention to SV caused by human factors such as urbanization, tourism development, health, environ-
mental pollution and public safety. The topics focus on the measurement of SV, the spatial pattern and influencing
factors analysis of SV, but lacking the spatiotemporal evolution process and formation mechanism of SV, adaptation
strategy and regulation path of SV, dynamic monitoring and the synergistic and scale effects of SV. In the future,
we need to focus on the comprehensive research above spatiotemporal patterns-evolution process-formation mecha-
nism of SV, the cross-scale study on SV, the process and evolution rule of SV under multiple pressures, the sce-
nario simulation and regulation path of SV, and the dynamic monitoring and early warning of SV.

Key words: social vulnerability; concept; analytical framework ; spatiotemporal patterns-evolution process-

formation mechanis



