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Li Yizhi and His Water Conservation in Yangtze and Huaihe
River Valleys

Yin Beizhi, Wang Siming

(Institute of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: Li Yizhi, noted for his water conservancy efforts in modern China, pioneers the application
of technology of water conservancy. This article elaborates on his contribution to water conservancy along
the Yangtze and Huaihe River valleys. Detailed discussions are made on his leading role in the flood control
and irrigation in the Huaihe River valley during the period of the Republic of China, his investigation and
research and ensuing suggestions on water conservancy along the Yangtze and his opinions on land
reclamation of the Tai Lake and the structural reform of the seawall system in Zhejiang province. The author
holds that the water conservancy practice of Li Yizhi is based on modern science of water conservancy and
plays a very important part in the water conservancy along the Yangtze and Huaihe River valleys in modern
times and in the history of China’s water conservancy.
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