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ENVIRONMENTAL EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDY ON
THE CHRONIC METHYLMERCURY POISONING ALONG
THE SONGHUA RIVER

Wu Shian
(Jilin Provincial Sanitary and Antiepidemic Station, Changchun 130021 )

Zhang Guiling
(Jilin Provincial People’s Hospital, Changchun 130021)
Xu Jie
( Bethune University of Medical Sciences, Changchun 130021 )
Wang Xianzhen
( Haerbin University of Medical Sciences, Harbin 150001 )

Abstract From the Yinma River mouth of the Second Songhua River to
Tungkiang of First Songhua River,the health conditions of fish eater have been
examined. 2 cases of chronic methylmercury poisoning, 18 cases of observant
object and 120 cases of methylmercury absorption were discovered., The symptom
was slight and aften unaware. Now, the mercury and methylmercury concentra-
tion in hair is decreased, compared with the controled pollution before, which
shows controling mercury contamination in the Songhua River has made a great
advance, But, a few heavy fish eater whose hair contained higher concentration
of mercury and methylmercury were found to be distributed along the Songhua
River. Thus, the amount of fish caled must be less than 2 kg in a week.

Key words. Minamata disease; Methylmercury pollution; Mercury poisoning;
Environmental epidemic.



