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Abstract : Environmental theory usually assumes that policy interventions affect individuals independently. However,
research has demonstrated that the behavior of intervened individuals can influence decisions made by others
in neighboring spaces, a phenomenon known as spatial spillover effects. These effects manifest in two different
patterns: one where neighbors act as friends, influencing and being imitated by each other, and the other where
neighbors behave as competitors, engaging in irrational rivalry. A scientific assessment of spatial spillover
effects can systematically uncover the impacts and mechanisms of environmental policies, offering valuable
tools and decision-making insights for policy improvement. This paper systematically reviewed and
summarized relevant research literature, clarified the definition and measurement methods of Chinese
environmental policy spatial spillover effects, and examined their formation mechanisms and impacts.
Furthermore, we explored potential future research directions in this field and discussed its practical
applications in policy-making.
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