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Research Progress of Single-cell Transcriptome Sequencing Technology in
Liver Fibrosis
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Abstract: Hepatic fibrosis poses a significant threat to human health. Single-cell transcriptome sequencing technology offers a
novel approach to elucidate its complex pathological mechanisms. Traditional research methods are limited in identifying the dif-
ferent cell subpopulations and their gene expression changes in hepatic fibrosis, making it difficult to fully understand the dis-
ease mechanisms. This paper summarized the research progress of single-cell transcriptome sequencing technology in identifying
various cell subtypes during the process of hepatic fibrosis. Single-cell RNA sequencing technology can precisely analyze the
gene expression and heterogeneity of different cell types, revealing the dynamic changes in cell subpopulations and their gene ex-
pression during hepatic fibrosis. This, in turn, helped in understanding the functions, interactions, and contributions of various
cell subtypes to the progression of the disease. The paper further discussed the significance and prospects of this technology in he-
patic fibrosis research. By using this technology, key genes and signaling pathways related to fibrosis can be identified , providing
a theoretical basis for early diagnosis, the discovery of therapeutic targets, and the development of new treatments. Additionally,
with the integration of spatial transcriptome sequencing technology, researchers can observe the spatial distribution of cells with-
in tissues, further enhancing the understanding of the microenvironment of hepatic fibrosis. This technology aids in deepening
the understanding of the pathological mechanisms of hepatic fibrosis and offers innovative ideas for discovering new therapeutic

targets and developing strategies for early diagnosis and treatment.

Key words: liver fibrosis; single-cell sequencing; spatial transcriptomics; fibrosis mechanisms; cell-cell interactions

Wom B H#A :2024-04-11; #:5 B Hi:2024-07-02

HEE&WA: b oA FREETTHEL LK L4 F M E (K2202210005010) 5 F B # + /& F # 2 4(2023M740168) ; Jb 77
1 4 J& BHF 7 2h 2 4 (2023-22-23)

BREAR: 4 K E-mail: wan-lingfei@outlook.com; *# 5 # [E # # E-mail: Yxlong2000@bjut.edu.cn



794‘ A HEAR#E Current Biotechnology

JIFET AEAL 2 h T BRI S AE 7 SO it 1
SPHEA A S BN ITPAE N - i PR L 1 s Y
F R BRI AN ) BRI AT 4744 AL LA RH
IR BRI . ARERIRE A4 T A e Al
I Py B2 AAE T HE AL BT 5 0 1) 1 JR R AE IV
DAS] 485 7~ BT 0 8 R PR 2GR ) AR A, I 50K
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Fig. 1 Liver fibrosis pathological diagram'
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AN LT dEA L i R R i R R 2
— o MEPERAEFNZF A AL D AEAE RS I T R & A
DR o i I T AT U AT 4E A B AT DL
JIERE R A AR 5 TERORT AT b IR 2B A
P RS AR T T PPAl 2 4R AR i 2 B2
PEJE . AN, im PR _FORE IS FRAE ), 40 AST A if /)N
2 HE 2K 48 U (aspartate aminotransferase to platelet
ratio index, APRD) P43 | JHF£F 4E 4k 4 K 45 i (fi-
brosis 4 score, FIB-4) | IfiL 7# ¢ It &5 11 | L 775 25 B ot
2 2B A AR R AMERY TR bR TPl
JFEFAEACRORREE . b, GRS 7 R I 5
M 114 (transient elastography , TE) F1 il i 21 /1 2%
IR SF B2 T PPAS I %) 21 4 AL 72
o AEVRYT T IE , 5 WIGTTATE IR HAT EEAYIA
Vg R 1107 N T UE TS 4 A AR 7/ KR iy
AR AR R 25 AT A AL 55, — Lo 2575 751
LEEALER L BT PRI e R IEARR R, 1 3h
Py 92 9 T R 5T v 34 R — 8 I 2T 4R A AR
FHM A SEAE R — B AR AR YT 2 A
AT TR, ANk JE BE X 3Z K (farnesoid X
receptor, FXR)#zsh5)1 | Bk J< B (aldafermin, X
4 NGM282, — Fift iU £F 4k 2 g A= < I 19 25
) V5 Je B % T (cenivriviroe, C-C LI 52 14
2ISHEPUR) Ao SR, I EEIRYT Iy AT IRAFAE—
BERR ], A EIE ORI O E S AT ik —
A RIEFE AN RS AIE , DARA S o2 v AR
KITFRL

25 BRI iAo — b ™ B A RS
X AR TR FIASAME A B E A2 . A
P2 RNA DU R T il JFF 28 24 Ak 1 o 21 A= 2
bR WESE LT LA R HLTFIAR DG 58 i, A Bl
TR BRI B SURIT & A 258, T T
A RIRTT R AR 5 0 T IR A2 EORTA
ST ITEF AL UL K AR DT R BA B2 1

2 B RANF AR EENTG X

SEGEW TR L, 20 e S5 4L D0 e 4
AR BERS LS 1R 04 73 3R 48 7 A I A ) S5 o T 2
REZE 57 , DTN B 4 1A b P e JH 27 i AL M i Jig ik
R P ROERE R AR M 2 X RER B HEA X AE
%45 B FA SR A S B T 2T dE AL i K g it 7
I A AR I BRI 1 B AR VA R e v 1 K30

filf o PR A% SR 2R B AR A% O T R TR 55 1 5
21 B RE AR 1) SR S A AL B RNA U 3 1 SC P8 ) 7
e 3 Y, DA KBS R AR S T . X — 3
AR IR o WA FAE T A SR A K OF B0
e, PR I RE SR I I 4 0 1 20 i 2 AR 4B R 4l
JL P4 PR 2SR T B, e BB A 400 G I AR A A Sk AR
5o T UM ARG 2 18] 14 25 5, HLA G i
Y B AR ARG B2 2F B9 T R, B2
Wr AT LA R 2 W R B AL TR S ORS A Y 4R
Sl Ry 2 AbFE T RE RS VR A2 4 41 i 2 1
(IR S, I BF A I 5T RN R 24 S BRI T RTPr R A
) A B0 5=, A A R 19 2B W) 5 20T 5 Rl R oz
TERET et il ge
2.1 HIAREEFEARIRENAIAb IR

FRHURN A L B0 240 R AR 2 A T B L 2 S A
DU 1 A0 B, B e ) I T OO T 1) T &
Pho — LTS, B A BELZH AR A R ROR &b 35
A0 455 40 R 53 2 L BRL 20 M A AR L RNA 2R DL &
cDNA SCIEF

YA fL 53 5 0 ELAR D ik R RE AR IR FBIEGE H 1Y
T 5, 5 FH SR WA HE AT 43 1 BT A | b 2 i
FEGOAE o X T I I 55 f 2 240 B A B Sy B~ 24
MLFREAS AT ad ok B0 A5 s 4, sl it
it 320 AR A B b R A s, DU S
S SCPE A IR o T X S B e L2 an A
I P8 B e o0 D e Do 55 2] 4 SR AR, T I I 1
I Ui X 4 8 AR AT B Al MR VRV, R e SR T R
PEREA B LR 20 50 3 PR RN A0 BB 1 58 B M X I
SL RNA $EEURTIN 3 ot i G2, PRIk, 77 %2
FE LI SO T AS ] I SR AT M A AR AT
J AR NG o R 20 M3 F RS A A A i A
B, #EAT RNA G K DL K 38 3R A A X
SO AL BRAR B AN AT B o R Y A TR RE A A
PRARAT: 25 JoT 12T 1) B 240 L 2 S 280000 Al , oA s
SRV i/ G E TR 2 i
2.2 RNA U FAEHE S T

P HL 20 B I A R R A TR T R R
RNA #7055 53 % RNA 75 5 B AN DNA (cDNA)
X2 R U S S 4 BE AL |
YIS E T, LG S —%5E cDNA, Bifi 5, X7
A2 M1 cDNA JEAT U4 38 SO A, LUE R
Je S 0 Y B AR T A v A . X — i AR R
cDNA B e 8 R D7 363k I, DAE A =y 38
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-6, 40 Hlumina SEEABIN - 1364700
oo MRS SCPE S AT R, e A R
T RIE A A A AF B

7320 T HLEHE SCPEIE 30 RT U A 24
W B Bs o A 5 1 EAT B A 2R, 0 A i A
IR LT R . O (quality control) , %l 77
Bl AT B R ) AR A A DU P B P A
AL BT, A B T E s iy AT AR, O EL
Al LR BRAK S 2 (17 51 . @ EE X (alignment) |, K-
I P32 S 252 e R A B s EA T L . 3T
DA 5 51> 152 SRR AL 5 M o7, LA I 22 1 Ak A
FIRE R FGIHT . @FHEHFIEE i (gene expres-
sion quantification ) , 3 {2 4 I 5 152 HRU B S 1) 2 2%
SEN A e sl TR BRI A SR s & . X AT
DA 31 451 4t it vh e DR Y 3Rk K T T IS 221
MR . @R (normalization) , X 5k
PR 28 IR B0 AT R Ak , LATH BRAS W] 40 2 18] 1)
AR 2 FAEUEAONE . B TR EAL D7 25 A 475
T Al i 114 2 S B T WS Y 5 SR A B (tran-
scripts per million, TPM) Fl4E TR FE 5B
J7 WL EE B B (fragments per kilobase of exon
model per million mapped reads, FPKM) %% . @41
fitd 3 25 5 [ 4k (cell clustering and dimensionality re-
duction) , {f F B8 255409 (411 k-means .DBSCAN 4%)
Vg 2 AR R PR R B A 7 RS, O (0 T e 4
7, W3R435 B (principal component analysis,
PCA) \1-SNE .uMAP %5 H 5 4550308 Al AL o — 4
s = 4EEDE , LA S 20 Y S B AR S A . ©
7= 5 3% 3k FE B 43 B7 (differential expression gene
analysis, DEGA ) , i 52 H A8 AN 7] 41 Bt B AR 22 1] )
BEP R GRS 22 S RIK AR . XA BT
PR A AT A RRIE AT G . (DY) BRI BRI %
73 H7 (functional annotation and pathway analysis ) X
28 5 A IR 1ML R HEAT D RE R, M By A= )
SOl ADIRERI . XA BT U A0 IR S A
REAY IR HIL] o

DA FUZ SR RNA U rf RNA I3 R
a5 i — e R B 5 i AT R T g
SRAEHTSE F AR R s i B AN o Bl
SR AW A S L TR 2L T T
i S5 AL 3 A B AR A TR 0 Seurat
Scanpy'®’ ., CellRanger ™ . Monocle ' %5 | ‘& i1 $2 it
TR YR DS R A A S AT

3 EZRAR RNA il fr 45 % BT 47 4E L SR IR
i I SRS s S

3.1 FFER4ARE

JF LMK 41 J9 (hepatic stellate cells, HSCs) J&
JHF I v ) B B 2R, S B0 T /N 1
Uy T) D TN S S VROV A = V) R S TN
= (quieseent HSCs, qHSCs) , 2515 desmin F11 0P i
G P B P ik 3 5% A% i (lecithin retinol acyltransfer-
ase, LRAT) , HAT 47 4E A2 58 A FOLAB R MY
BT TIRE > SR, M2 B A, I AR
NGO TR AR AL, T b ik
WL 2 1 (a-smooth muscle actin, o«-SMA ) £l
JE A A LR dE AR 3k — e S UM
AR T R AR AR B T i 7 A J D P AR A U
TR, AR AT -2 2L 21 4EAL T 1

T LA A RNA DU P A0 5T , & BRI 44k
(A IURET 440 T A 62%~67% KR T4 57 Kb
Tef21°qHSCs MR 1T | [R1HF 85% (1498 AH DG W 2F
A 20 MR IR T XA A A, O — IR Y
it CCL 7 ST EF 4l /)N BU BRLA0 ) e 45 2R 2
7N B RS 1 HSCs AT ORAT, 100 LB 2T 24 240 it
O30 A NERE 23 S 2 v A k- i UL & LA
K R R MFB T, 3235 48 i A G 2 R
MFB 1T, FH 3% 5 (4 )8 £F 4 20 i #9 B 9 MFB. T A1
RARAMFB V™ T3 BRI BCE , HSCs
W80 LRAT B33 , 15 T 5% A6 0 421K o-SMA (1Y
WU EF 42 . 53 4, 8 i TR AWFSE HSCs 11
FEPERITIRE | AT LB 47 b 2R T AU £ 24 Ak 04 BL
il o WF 9T AR5 B RNA DU i B /0 B
NASH JFIE S 4 T 4 A ) HSC %, Horp—A>
PR BT L0 JIUSCET 2k 20 i 2 , HoAth 34~ HSC
FEEAL AT — BB AR OCHEE > v )0 RS A
Lo — G RAE A SCHE o SR, X T HSCs /Y
R FEATS T e — P A, G4 73 B A Al Ak J7 vk A 2
2, LL K HSCs 5 HoAth 4 i 26 AR A FTHIL 1 A9
AR

BN TR R A AR g I T 4 Ak 1) SC B 20
HL S BY e O RN A R JIURET 48 4 5 e v 4y
MAERZMO ., KRR IAFFLIRAER
HSCs WA D REFIA LR , o JFF IR 27 4 Ak Y
T R 4 1t TE A A SR
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3.2 ERRKBLAT4ELEAE

] i Kk BT 4 40 B (portal fibroblasts, PFs)7E
JHRE2F 4 A v 55 AR AR B 2B, 2 WL 2R 4 20
MeBy FEZRIR, 7577 AR R R S5 4R Uy
SRR AR o ST N D E L B AN A RNA 7
FEARXS T2 4 Ak S8 5 09 1) 0 DK 2T 2 4 B 2R 1 7 1
HHATHT , H s T HARER (1) D) RE RN R IARRAE

TERFTE T R, 1T DK AT 4E 40 i A2 A
WURL T2 20 W i T B , i 2 80 H [] 58 o 1 40 e 1Y)
FRIE o SXFPOUUEE B 145 B AT T7E I £F 4E AL i T
B EAE s, BRI, T E KR Er
2 240 if0 1) 3 B R 7 58 e A e 1o AR 4 ,
B WU AT AE A0, i — 205 T R ik
PR . AR N BRI R A, i o
B Ty M % e Y SLie2” 7] & ik 18] 75 5T 48 MY (portal
mesenchymal cell, PMSC) o X — W HE AL H &[]
FUTT T AN M A R, T B AR Rl a1 LAY
L1 Y0 M VR RE o XA HT Y R B B T 3R]
XF T DK S 2T 24 4 S o P () T i — 2P 5
TENMESHET BT EIAER . A, ET
X HSCs 5 PFs 22 [ 1% 22 5 FE R 3k RRAE , P 5Y
N R I — A RS2 R ATV Pk 5 R A AL AL
FE HSCs HFE SRR I PRs IR 3k, 3 R iB
S BCH B2 L RNA I 43 By gk — 20 o, X T
R AR I g ok B2 TS AR I T 28 Dy 3 T
PFs 72 5 ORI 22O, T HSCs X ok JB2 15 It
DURR DTRR R /N o X500 1 1) 7 Dk B 21 4 448 i
FEAS [) 25 20458 43 v 1) 21y 285 v g FAS ) BT iR
AT LS T — S Em 20 kI, [ #R kol e 4k
S it 0 A 5 AT T Il — SE PR . A0 2 A2l 4k
T3 15 I e AT SR e — A DB ) L, i 32 (] A ]
DA A I TR B B R vl o e 8 BT D 0 Tk ok 2 A4 4
MR AR E R S8 . U, i — 2 B 5
il 248 s 25 Y 1) AH B AR FAIL I 2 R R F 9 1
Ly

LR TR ) DK BT 4 20 AR JH 2T 44k
Hh ) 52 2P S HL ) 78 o T A R PR AR 4 A Al
TR JEF A5 40 ) 7 Ho O AT sk i B S 53 L IR
AMIEFE T DK 2T 248 A L %) e v R e A B T
e TET MR AR PR AR AR AL L Sk T FLR T
PR A A o
33 LR

Tt LRt AT 2 B A 7R 2

AR HAATOR RetB o il N w11V ORI : =S T B a o 1]
Jii % 4k (epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) i,
R WUBLET 4 A 0 8 — VSRR RN, ke
BT 45 A ek 7EFIELT e, Joie & 40 i
i 2 S A0, R S B e W O = T AR UL
JIZT 24 0 L ) SR R TR, X T T IR £ Ak
R AR S T SR I 5, B A0 AR B fli ) T e o
A A4 L AT 8 AL 1 A TR JHT IR 0 P, DA T 4 3
JIFET AL 0 1 .

X— RIS RSB T AT £F
el b b R A0 I R B . A AR T
FEFEECE - B AL N E S S
L iR A e e B 3 O X s S v 1 I L A
IRy 38 5 4 A VA T U HSCs 977 =X, AT (] 42
e T LF e A e AR . —SURIFoE R B, HFA
JEL A ) Noteh 3 BB 06, 5 Anxa2 JE R 1 3
TR X B | p 2 3 ok 55 43 W 4 O 2K I 4
JINY & A 25 1 (osteopontin, OPN) #3315, MM fiE
{1 BT BDR 20 TS , O 78 T 4T 4R Ak A0 K i vh 4%
HHEEH

SVATT , bR AR f G LT dE b AR T
HABZHE 5T I LT 4 A ) BRA o 2 SR AT
o BORA B TR /R IR 4E b n SE 2 0L, 0T R
AR XS RIS RS SR A Y 7 1w
34 B4R

L 40 A Ay B 928 22 8 P A S B A, AN A
LA T B SR AR A0 B 7 35 ) Dy B T s
SRR SN A LB R T8 2 5% . 18
JH-£F A0 1 5L B B, B W 240 2 55 % 4 4 1) i
TR CIAE A T AN A0 B DR - A AL IR ok
VAT RAESN o 3K — 1t FEREICY S AE A 5 ] i ik
Al A 2 A0 1) S RS RIS |, 2 — 2 IR TR
iE SR, IR LT dE AL R Y )

AT J01 308 3 PR B RINA U AR 19 1 L B9
BN HEAL D 2B T PR SRS B A 10k
FE SCOA IR IR AH OC B0 4 MY (scar-associated macro-
phages, SAM®) . 3 £ 4 il 75 £F 4E A6 1% JHF 1k 2H 41
e R AR SR S PR R IC ) TREM2 AN
CD9, RIL LA bR A X —RIA
IAE CCL % A £F 2L/ B b 45 B 5603k , 107 HLAE
A 05 45 5 g 5 BF (NAFLD) o [R] RE fiE & 3 SAM®
MAAAE , OF H S P e bR S EAR DG . ) — At
LRI, TE CCLIE - W21 41k b JELE Sk 5 1Y)
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CD11b" 4 A I N AR B Sl Ly6Clo B AL, il
BT FERELE A i SR AR o 3 e RELATE-DT) ok A e 44 i
VR A S, AT A LSS B A M R S AT B 2 AT
ALY R . 38 2 BN i RNA I P X6 &1 4E AL T
U H i A B R I R Y CD LD A AT T R,
LT —Fh CD11b*CDA3"Ly6Cr i JIg 2 A% 4 Jifd 37 154
(sM-1s) , ZEET 4E A6 19 R UEFR G v Jg8 28 388 n o4
e B A p . AE B R £F ik i g
W 240 e 3 ok - L 2T 4E %2 1K (macrophage-to-
myofibroblast transition, MMT) ¥l 4 , # & ¥ 6E 1%
B oy AR WU 2T 4k 40 B, DA A2 2 25 2t Ak i gk
FRUS e 27 2 Ak T T ) — T 5 Fp 38 2 % i
PRIFEF EAL 2 SUREATN 224 Sh RS R R4 T G o
ey, K E WA fE X SERE AR T R AT
MMT. B4, B 588 & BAE CCLE T 1Y T 27 4 ik
PR E R IR Chigh fat diet, HFD) 5158 A9 IR ARG
PERE W SR L) K £ W75 S AT oRG P g 107 JF A 7
LA I AT DA A UREF e . AN, -
BRG] NEH , BT 6= 540 i)z
TH] BP9 0R 78 43 UE S5 — LA o

RAEYRIC A HUE T — S\ 2RI, (H1)
SRA VT 22 0% T A R 1) [ AL 56— 5 I 40 1 . 4
)22 T %) T R ABIE TR A B T4 T PR AT TR 2R
YAk b A S AR R BAE . BEAh , X T g
20 L A5 22 )05 MMT B T4 SR T ZE R 2 1
BOUIE . XS HE— 2D R TR AR R TR YT SR I
R ELA X B 0 18D, AR Xk I £ 4k % — 2
F= 10T ELAT Bk A 1R 0 o
3.5 HEHm

WF 5% & 18 FH 40 i RNA 0 2 5 AR 6k AR I
B IE 0 S e A I EAT T PR AR ST, X B 4
HRLFN T 40 B HEAT TIR AR 38T . AFGE B, 7EN
A I v A7 76 24 BB 40 M B V5, AL 4 4 Fib
CDA'T 40 .7 Ff CDS'T 41 it .2 #h NK 4Hi it .7 Fh B
L 4 RPN 8 P BE R UM RE . IR R
LT 4 Fh CXCR6' Y T 1 NK 40 g W3 , & A THE T
JE H ELA 3 B S A TR) Y T RE R 5 HE A AR
SHFERE S . WFEIRIR I T —F TR R kA
T2 U1 T FNK 40 M558 532 R 4, Jfl it %
B S PRI REHEAT T 300k, I0Ah  BFFEIAAE
N RGN R FE U 4 T s T B 24H BRI A4 I
FES S8, 2R A0 M RNA I 42 A i B
AR I R H TR /) SR 2T 4 A s 0 2% RO B 5 vh %

B, CD4'T (4) Al Pef 1T (5) W Flt T 40 it 37 3 H A7
TGl rh, Of B B 4 rh, NKT 48 i
CD8'T 21 Jitd F1 NK 21 Jfd 1 (1) Fasl ik fm o E it
CellChat 73§ & BLAE 1L W 905 I 2F 4 fb itk 72 v
FASLG 5 518 % (Fasl-Fas ) 5 T(5) .54 21 fg £ P4
A I . DI ML AEARF e, 335 M2
i 1 55 D] A A% 7 05 4 L [ mononuclear phagocyte
(1), MP(1) ] EHF 5 Argl Retnla Fl Chil3 , X 3
B Kupffer 4 g v 68 A& 4= M2 BEAR AL o 3 i Cell-
Chat #£17#) CXCL # CCL A7 53 i 4 B @7 , Cx-
cl16-Cxcr6 ., Cel6-Cer2 Fl Cel5-Cer5 S B F B 52
BC A 27X, I LT 40 6 5 B A 7 s 4 i =2 [ A7
FEBVIA EAER . 55 —I00C T I P4 4 (bil-
iary atresia, BA) iY FL 40 fd 5% S 20 i B 92 b, #oR
T 5 £ YA S 0 G e S5O, 76 21 R Ah 0 A8 X I
TEAEE G A" CD14'CD 16 AR 40 i Ji IR
AHOC LR 0 M NKT 40 i ik % 1 B 40 i A1 FCN3'
Hh PR 200 A S A

ST bR 2 40 B A B I A T R G E L
BEANWIERARXT FHF R 905 G 28 2 1 B LA S T & AR
PENG HIGYT T B, B BRLA0 A RNA I3 B2 AR 11
AN R R FRATTINAE AR i — 2048 7= b L 40 B A
JHF 2 2 Ak 3 A v 1 S 200 8 4 I 265, Sy i B O
HER T BT BORNA YT ARG AT T IR S HA
3.6 BFERREM

WFFE T, IFEE N 2 402 (liver sinusoidal en-
dothelial cells, LSECs)7E JF-2F 4E 4k i) 2 9 5 %
i S L A5 9 R 4T 4 Ak 3k B 9 AR 56
LSECs [ U] g 5% % 0l B8 3 B3 P 5z B b 1) 1
W, SE TR 2 9 RE PR B B IOR I/ NAR SR AR, i —
AR 5 AN £F 24k . BE Ak, LSECs i BE il
143 VAN PR RN S IS 5K A5 B AT
Hefb s

Foe 3T — TR 5% ) P B 400 i A Sr AL e AR
XoF o At R A A JFF I A S 0 PN Bz 4t L Cen-
dothelial cells, EC)#EAT T TEAN M skl - hr. B
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