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Abstract: To help users retrieve cultural objects and gain relevant information more effectively on
museum’s website, museum researchers are supposed to analyze and index subjects from information about
cultural objects, which is a vital step of digitizing information about cultural objects collected by museum.
Subject indexing of documents field features complete and mature theoretical framework and practical
application, which is of reference value for the study on subject indexing of cultural objects. Hence, based
on a review of the current research status of subject indexing of documents and cultural objects, this article

makes a comparative analysis of the two in terms of thematic analysis principles and methods, indexing
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objectives and meaning, and indexing sources and application, hopefully it can be used for reference in the

study of the principles and methods of cultural objects subject indexing. By comparison, it is found that the

indexing objective of the two is the same, that is, to satisfy the retrieval needs of users. Nevertheless, when

it comes to the principles and methods of subject analysis, the two are different in the reason of indexing

breadth and depth and subject analysis methods; in terms of indexing sources and application, the two vary in

indexing difficulty and application status as well.

Key Words: Documents; cultural objects; subject indexing; digitalization of cultural object information;

museums’ websites
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