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Application of the Form-qi-spirit Craft Theory in Comparison between Crafts
and Design Products: Ceramic Crafts and 3D Printing Ceramic Products

LONG Zhou
(Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, Jingdezhen 333403, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract: In this article, traditional crafts and industrial design products will be compared, in order to identify their differences in
terms of manufacturing, with traditional ceramic cups and mass-produced 3D printing ceramic cups as examples. This will not
only make contribution to the theory of ceramic technology and ceramic art design, but also provide new critical insights for the
art appreciation and practices.
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Tab.1 Comparison between conventional crafts and industrial design crafts

Content of the form-qi-spirit craft theory

Conventional crafts

Industrial design crafts

Functional form
Form
Decorative form

Functional form material
Decorative form material

Qi Manual productivity and machinery
productivity

Craft technology and rules

Design(about the functional design and
Spirit information of the decoration)
Craftsmanship(Craftsman spirit)

part of handmade and part of machinery-made

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

Yes Yes

Yes Yes
100% handmade or

100% Machinery-made

No (belongs to science and

Yes technology)
Yes Yes
Yes No (belongs to design spirit)
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