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Decoupling Energy Consumption from Economic Growth in Five
Function Districts , Chongqing *
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Abstract: The study on the relationship between energy consumption and economic growth is significant for environmental
and economic policies making,as well sustainable development and energy conservation and emission reduction goals. Based
on data of energy consumption and GDP from 2000 to 2013, the relationship between energy consumption and economic
growth in five function districts, Chongqing, was measured using decoupling index developed by OECD. The results showed
that energy consumption in five function districts from 2000 to 2013 were increasingly growing. From the perspective of ener-
gy consumption per unit of GDP, there showed a consistent downward trend with significant differences between districts. De-
coupling index values of the five function districts, ranging from 0. 37 to 0. 64 , indicated relative decoupling states. Then dur-
ing the period of 2010 ~ 2013, the decoupling states had been significantly enhanced. In addition, there were significant
differences among the five function districts in terms of decoupling degree between energy consumption and economic
growth,as well great differences within the districts. Suggestions for sustainable developments in the five function districts
were proposed on the basis of the relationship and their orientations as to provide decision — making reference and example
for other areas.
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