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Advances in modern techniques for screening acupoint-localized stimulation-associated

neural circuits
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[ABSTRACT] Acupoints exhibit intricate bidirectional interactions with the nervous system. The specific mechanism
of acupuncture regulating the nervous system and exerting the therapeutic effect is one of the hottest and most difficult
aspects in the field of acupuncture research. The regulation of acupuncture on the nervous system involves multi-target
and multi-link neurofeedback, and how to find the critical effector neurons in this process is the primary concern. This
review introduces the modern paradigms and methodologies for screening acupuncture-responsive effector neurons
starting from elucidation of structural and functional connectivity between acupoints and neurons.
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Table 1 Tracing viruses commonly used in acupoint studies
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