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Ecological Diversity and Industrial Application of Methanogens*

FU Lin & XIN Mingxiu™
(College of Life Sciences, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract Methanogens are important extremophiles, which play a key role in the global carbon cycle. Recently, the cultured
methanogens are grouped into five orders based on their phylogeny and phenotypic properties. In addition, there are many
different habitats in nature for methanogens, such as marine and freshwater sediments, rice-field soils, animal gastrointestinal
tracts, mineral and geothermal environment. The ecology of methanogens indicates that the different ecological methanogenic
communities have different distribution characteristics, and the metabolic functions of methanogens are affected by different
environmental factors. In this paper, the current knowledge methanogens, such as their definition in taxonomy and ecological
diversity is reviewed, and some suggestions related to further studies on the application of methanogens in anaerobic
biotreatment and biomethanization are provided. Tab 1, Ref 38
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Table 1 Properties of major taxa of methanogens ©!
7rRIPIE(H) A FETARUHRA) MR
Taxon (Order) Typical genus Major metabolic substrate Typical habitat
- s " DRE S N, IR KRR 3, TR IO
55 4T 3 Eh
T, Methanobacterium, Methanobrevibacter, é\‘fﬂ A Wi L, DREIS PG e 5
T , IR s .
. Methanosphaera, Methanothermobacter, Anaerobic digesters, rumen, paddy soil,
Methanobacteriales H, and CO,, formate, . . . .
Methanothermus 2 2 decaying woody tissues, anaerobic activated
methanol
sludge, etc.
e EkEE H Methanococcus, Methanothermococcus, SR AR, R R WD) T SR A
Methanococcales Methanocaldococcus, Methanotorris H, and CO,, formate Marine sediments, hot springs, etc.
Meth icrobium, Meth ulleus, ey . < Jot e U [ N
Methanofollis, Methanogentum, SRR, 20 RO RN L R TTR . R
P Joms. genum, 2-T'HE, LWk, 2-1 S TEIOR IR R %
PRt H Methanolacinia, Methanoplanus, e . . .
X . . H, and CO,, 2- propanol, Anaerobic digesters, soil, marine sediments,
Methanomicrobiales Methanospirillum, 2 2 . . .
2-butanol, acetate, hot springs, decaying woody tissues,
Methanocorpusculum, . ;
2-butanone anaerobic activated sludge, etc.
Methanocalculus
Methanosarcina, Methanococcoides, At ey et f ] A . gy S By R SR
Methanosarcina, Methanococcordes, i —sifciie, Wik, FEBERVUBU. FAGHILIIE. T
oL S ethanohalobium, Methanohalophilus, TS oy
BUSAN=22 3551 LR, W% Ji %
. Methanolobus, Methanomethylovorans, . . . .
Methanosarcinales o H, and CO,, formate, Hypersaline marine sediments, anaerobic
Methanimicrococcus, Methanosalsum, 2 2 . . . .
acetate, MeNH digesters, animal gastrointestinal tracts, etc.
Methanosaeta 2
P H Methamomors U HEEC LB
Methanopyrales Py H, and CO, Marine sediments

E 0 INPNE N 1 Y NE W D N LS E AW E S TSR <=
e A= 9 5 ik 72 FEOZ LIS TR . Hy/CO, WEAL G Y1l 5
RLEL UGS AE AR A h A )iz, AR SRR R4 R B
52 JL-T-#0 A H bedl g A=, it I LAYy L T IR IR U . K R
ML K S iE A T 5. AEAR TR AR S IREE T, 7 B o 11 ) B
A A R 22 Sk, IF H LAy 2 b AN R A RO A
BRI R B 2 R
2.1 ERRIR

BT A AE B4 L e R S A 2% 4, I DA IR IS PR B v
R = o Y . TR AT P B R, KA 1/3
1) S R Sfe R 1 T 1 S A AR R 04 2 A XL — AR T UL
RWyrh, FIHIH,/CO, Y7 e T 119 32 22 28 B 2 P b sk s H
(Methanococcales)FllH Bt i & H (Methanomicrobiales), ‘B {1
FHEA SR R AT 7 Re A, 78 16 IS DU 1 7 [ VR J LT
fE A I 2R S0 I HOBE B, SIS HH o T e D ™ &L 2k
PyIB ELARAS AT B BE .

Strapoc D5 X linoisihF Wk BL ™= F i B S B 19 0 iR
th Methanocorpusculumje Hoi L S8, [R50 8 K 81
I R AE A R AR 35 B B 28, LAy Sy It
KRG . W57 3 0 A 1 — 2 3 S F R S A T R R R
53 F IR DT RR Y SR AT 26 ) e A (8, 15 L &0 3
Pt TR I FR e 5 IUA R IR 322 8 W 1L K 43 A AL T 1Y A ) 5 i
FERGE R BB A AT RS, S — BB SY R B, L R b
ARSI DR o R G = 1 R Tk, R SRR
MethanococcoidesFl Methanosarcina, ‘BT R FH A0 H 3L L&
W — ok B T DU P P R T AN R L 2SR A A 1
PRy,

Tt PR ERTE ¥ 7R B4k B2 K 241709 20~30 mmol/L, 3 ik FZ
XoF 77 R sl A A U SR — R A R IR A e L AR VRIS
TSI A7 AR R 0 T 3 T A, e A ™ FR o D A B
DAY, A SORES R $h 4. 78 22 B m R P 91 Y Cape

TR VLA, AR T TR R AR R A T R, &R
e 3 TR K A 445 7£0.1~0.3 Pa, TIX R e EE 2K T
FEUTRRY Th &8 F7 ™ HBE B ) B (I T v BT, DRk, 7E AR
R IR Vs SRR DU L )2, 77 e 1T 1) ol S R 1 o i
AT BR Y. S E G P IR T, TR R R
JE ) I R e R AR AIG, R b A 0B N A TR R A T
PAZERAZ PR, DN 457 B o6 TR A L 3554 . Kendall 55 5%
R A Tk AR — F e - 31 o T T BRI RPN R kRIS
B, XA G W AN BE B A SO B B R A B T R
AE R R Y e gt SR . IE 2 R T I 2SR
BRI TR TR Y AR sw 4 IR A, A5 % P H R
FE77 H e A A AR DU AR AN R R B 0 DL RR A .

2.2 HWIKITR

AH XT3 A e 18 B, TR K LA 45 2k s vk B T
B BARAR 2, AR £h 1 KA 100~200 pmol/L. AL 7E
R UTARY v, T R 6 3 5L T W AN 2 0 FE e 147 5 4 A g
N, BXRE B A S BE K AR B . T AR K R
TR R 0 R A RS Y, DR I Y O R AR SR
e B 5 T 7 PR 6 T TR R 70% T 208 35 7 TR BE 1 X oA
FN30%1 . — AR RAKTURY T, PG R EEERR S
PR 7 FE 1) B Be 22 IR 1 B (Methanosaetaceae), [H]H iR A — L&
S8 770 B B 3R B (Methanomicrobiaceae) Al H Be 4T 1 Bl
(Methanobacteriaceae)f*) £7 7E .

FEIR KDL, A () A 30 28 78 7 R e 0 1) 26 28 4 AT
A —BOphR I 55—, B 37 HUBe v 7E I pHIR 7K PR 5
ARG ER A, Fln, R R, A8 E R Grosse
Fuchskuhlei] I8 FR 58 (9 pH/N TS5, E DU IR A R ILAE
FE7E HBE B AR AR, TR R % e 1 1 43 A 02 TR
R PR ) pHIA 5% 33 “HLFE &0 £ 2 1 (Homoacetogens) 9 AE
K, AR5 CO, et h TR M AE W B 55—, BB IR
KPR FL B BTG, &0 357 HOBE DA RN R 8 35 FR e T



576 IR IESEZ s R/ 14

Chin J Appl Environ Biol 15 %

A A A R A A7 B 1), 3 32 TR R T A PR 3
TS, FEET SR DA 0 Rl AR RO B BT IR, R 28
7 A VA AR B AR 2 PR, DA A S0 SR R
ORI Y ——H LR AR . 55 =, 75— S e ik
RN, GE R W BE TR R 3 BRI PR 4 B A IR K TR ) Y
AN TRV BE T 2 A S . 6] AN A 48 B Y Dagow IS T FR ) T,
P EUE R H e T 7 AR 0 FR G S E ORI 3R T2 22% T
TE18 emiRAb WIJE38% 14, £ IU , YR 7K BB v ™= B ot i 25 FE 119
Sy AL B %5 225 (A Ak A2 4k Julie Earl® H{PCR-TGGE#
AR 48 & SRR PriestfIVH IS A DT FOK FESEA T A
[F) 22750 7= HGE TR B 95 A AR i iF 9, S5 R R, TEA DR
Wby G A S B L B 2R 2, AR A H e i B
(Methanomicrobiales) [,
23 TEHLE

FH LR A RPEN S — A FREG . AR/
51, 0, NO,-. Fe? SO B il ML REHE, IF77 2 At 1)
CO,, H= BB I A R BB B3 1A RISk 1R e i A=
W R B F A A A R, OGS VETE E fB R K
A 3%~6% B AL M BE 00, T REE AR BB KR,
JfEHARXS T4, BT DL A% 7 B g DA AR % OB 28 35 iy >
Pt R AT 5 B %) ST A2 PR R R AR . A % B B
S HE £ 25 Methanomicrobiaceae ., Methanobacteriaceaefll
Methanosarcinaceae, ‘B 1FI IR — 2 H,/CO, M LK.

F 5% & SRR B 5™ B o 1 1) A ARG B A — 2 1Y e
BRAEEYE. S —, 77 H e DR 0 TR v 4 10 B IR 4R X . 9 8R%
WA — LB 4b, AN SR S AR R AR MK Sk 2s  E
PRI B R L e T ) A Al A AL L
PP T PR 205 R e AN — R 118 AN T % 3 19 K R A ™ FR e v
(Rice Cluster I )/E R 3= B R RE H ™ H e A 2 00E, FLR b= AR 5
BB 2R HL/CO,. MifE HAB R AL L, ZIRE 577 H e
R BB R ISRE, Hhe ORI T LIRS, 1 ki k Fl 22 5 T
FE 2 TR B A0S0 e 8 B L i v s, T AR T B ) &
B H e TR B AT B SR SR 2 M. AR, AU R R
AT (1% 7 R R R 30 B ) T v i R0, S, AR BE R A X
o PR TR T2 A R 8 X TR T A R e R A DR800, . 3 R A
AR AT T AT T A e e T R R e %) ™ AR LR, DA
SR IBURH 2 11 85 e B L 7K e B Al 25 7 2
2.4 HENIE

Y RIEALTE D, BT R FEE I H R &R
AIRET, WU e e A s 0 R BE T . e NS g
BT M R T E B R ACE TP, e
W) F IR H,/CO,. PN 2y 254 v 43 85 381 9 o FR g 0
Methanobrevibacter smithiiﬂ]Methanosphaera stadtmanae. H
WM. smithiifZ NS T A G STE R, IO ) 3 R AR
PR T RA10%. M. stadtmanael)FFEW A0, &
ITRERE LAH,/CO AR IR ), [R] B BE 1 FH & 12 Y Ay
B R 1200, LA P ™ FEY g o 7 LA 1 o A LR e ) —
ol B 228 BAT 26 10, 35k ol AR 60 G B 6l 7 M T 3 AR R 1 A
B

£ 5 2 ) ) I A5 R R A ok A i A Y R

FUA T 28 55 X840 fff A A LT, 77 AR A0S0, S EE s i e .
Ye SE /NG T e Y. W AR K AN TR 9 S22 8l ) g R 1) HR s =
HOEANE Y, G0 AR RE AR B R AR A K 29200 L B, T AR
AR H A B S A i RS0 L. 7E L4 s W Ry e
B, EUE SR e R T B R R SR, R R
AR AL B2 B B YR A R . SR AT S SR 4 B R
Methanobrevibacter— W 2988 B iy R # &, B2 — L i
% & AL R - e e S b S A — 2 W
Lo, 3 % 85 45 X 2R 08 R 1) 2 RE R4 T 16S rRNA
A b A& B, TEIRE S R AE AR 2528 B T sl B A R
G, 57 IR P AR KR R 1 R A 2. Paul NE4S
PCR-TTGEH AR X9 H b He i 2617 17 0F 58, 4R B A
36N FH R E T M. ruminantium . M. smithii%F 284 7= H4E #
B, FLE 9304 B AR ) S 40 2 4 28 M7 22, Tajima K55
G Ar1000£/Ar1500E 7 5 B 7 /e 2 B, 40 “F 98 1 b
H Methanobrevibacterfl MethanomicrobiumP > g 14 7= W 4z
B, DU TR A3 B b e B A S 2
FEME.
2.5 AR HE R IME

T i A K i A 3 PR TP A A A A R B A I AR i 1
R P R R 2SR DA B AR 5T A B 4y g A
JE T 2 DUIRL SR R 43 B B 1. Stetter5 DA UK 3 L 5 FP 408 HE e 1
FHBEA B (Methanothermus sp)A] 7E IR JE 213597 CRIS T
A e 24, Deuser @ X A Y 36 A5 2 o B e 1 i [R) 4 R
MM ATIRGE JEHR X B R AR B B e 2 /DA 80% Kk AT
AE SR P B CO R AR I, 2305 s i, R
Hb FRR R A H, AT CO, T AE Ry 7 F 58 B R A 7 Y e A LAY IS ).

o3 il b YL SR TP A7 A WG IO G TR A, AE TR IS B
SR PRI T AT R 0 2 B GO 1 BR B Y B e TR S R
TR ERETT =5, 1 ELRE T e . 5 an, — i e v B o il
(Methanopyrus sp.)Je& IINFIFEJE 7 Guaymas 75 H FAGH 5 11 2R
BTy Bk, AR /KR 292 000 m (FHY
F20.265 MPa), /KR =k 110 °C 26, g g (Methanopyrus
kandleri) W 28I K LT 40 B2, B LA i T kA4
PATILRE F IR TE s R, A KR TR 110 ¢ 27,

MAE M A, T AEEARENAILRE, sk
Y IRABAR = AR LR . BE TR TR A 2 I A A Lt T
17, FEHIFEAN IR S | AN RGOAR L, FoAE Y % e <
WA M EHGE, AR ARFHEE IR 701 miy s
O HPATY A 72 I BE TR A A, JEAELE 7 B GE 05 14 290, 3 W5 25 4
HH 3T A ke DAY BT A 58 HP 40 i A5 3 0 P OBE B R B A 325, |
F5 A AL H,IE S CO ™ A HUBE (1 &8 377 R BE 1 L R T P e Ak
B ) (A AR AT HL VR Ry S5 L AR A A R e 1) R R
F IR 7 B TR RNR FH B8 7= TR BE 119 £ T 785 3 18 7 R B 290,

3 PR Tl
3.1 FHRIREERSEDIZERRIL A

7 e TR LA R AR AL, BE AR LA VLR |
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TR R R A 35 45 K AL B LA T R B R P AT TR A=)
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77 B 58 TR v A5 1) DR R Ak R R R , [RDERE-t vT L sk e
BRI AGEE NS IR, R, X — RBP4 5 52 B
PARTEVE . pEURIA 2% 410 1 5510 45 22 b BB 2 1) 5% Tl

IR AT AL R B 7 B AT R 5 £ 1Y J& Methanosaeta
FMethanosarcinaiX W i £, T2 8 3% 7= R BE . MethanosaetatL
AR A K RO 1) L TR B Ak 2R 5 T Methanosarcina
FLAT AT R 0 AR SR AR S R B AL R X R S A
AMUZ TR RIRY SR B, W24 T HABE TR
He B 0L AE Tl i T, Methanosaeta e sy itF i & . PRI sl 1k
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ARBHURE, T LA 32 22 T 18 R0 3l (% S 0 . T R pHUZ:
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A R S5 A B T R 4 s g 1) R AT O [ kel 2D~ B s D AR
e T R AR A s v DL ) S0 R W e A I TP e (i B
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1) R AT A BB 10— B A I T ) TP v T 4 e, (L s 1
JEE 23 (o I 2 B . B e ORIE DR 40T Ak IR 2R A7, —
T BERE R 10 A TR X pHBR I, R 22 0™ H B TR B
I8 2R pHUE TP I i P, AH — i 1 R ) R 2 2 IR
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32 FREEERESFLPRIE A

A= R 2 SR AE B IR S, A P %
PSR ZE R 0 2 5 s, AR )2 A iy AR e o
B AR, 7 B B R AR RGR B BEZEMEH, Haid
2 B 7 PR e R A AR 2R | v i TR BRRL L A R 2
Ry NEEH PR —F 2 H COE JE M o) —Fhe
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SR KAV RETTRR . sk 9 FLFR 2 E) L AR,
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