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Yuan Longping and the Hybrid Rice Project of China
Li Haoming, Xiang Peng, Chen Yachen

(Institute of Sci-Tech Journalism and Communication, Hunan University, Changsha, 410082)

Abstract: The theoretical study of the hybrid rice breeding and its application in China is a great scientific
project. Through an analysis of the whole process of such a project, this paper investigates how Yuan Longping
developed the theory and technical methods for hybrid rice breeding in five decades. It is presented that the Chi-
nese hybrid rice project is a symbolic achievement from the independent innovation in Chinese agriculture, that
Yuan, doing the rice breeding research more than 50 years, has become a distinguished breeding scientist rather
than a pure technician of breeding, and that the success of the hybrid rice breeding project come from Yuan and
his team'’s untiring pursuit of truth and wholehearted dedication to the research, and from the support from all lev-
els of leadership of this country.
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