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Abstract: Diosgenin, a steroid saponin compound, is a representative medicinal component in Dioscorea.
It plays a direct role in multiple pharmacological activities. Diosgenin is also an important precursor sub-
stance to produce more than 300 steroid hormones. In this paper, the research progresses on the distribu-
tion, biosynthesis process, function, and its catalytic mechanism of diosgenin biosynthesis key enzyme
genes are reviewed, including squalene epoxidase, cycloartenol synthase, cytochrome P450 enzyme and
uridine diphosphate glycosyltransferase etc. It provides the reference for improving the content of dios-
genin in plants and promoting genetic breeding and cultivation of Dioscorea.
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1 EMEETENHERAEEYRS

1.1 B 54

F RIS u(diosgenin) XA E R R, K
(25R)- W S I -3 B (25 R-spirost-5-en-3B-ol), 12
LR ILIEL, 731 2C,HR0s, HIXS 7)1 i E414.626,
NA BB EEIR, FOIRES &, 1 £1195~204°C,
ST RN CBE. RN RS LIS 7, HE
BT K(RH2019).
12 7HREE

EHEH )T IZ AR AE T R (Dioscoreaceae)
%2 3 )& (Dioscorea) S AH W), Howb & 2 35 (Dio-
scorea zingiberensis). 3 F(D. nipponica). %#j
H2EF(D. composita). HAEH(D. japonica)ZE 4
TEER A, B&R-EM —8{E(Paris polyphylla).
&R E P (Trigonella foenum-graecum). 4] ¥4
Z= B} ¥ 22 (Costus speciosus). H & FHERIE
(Smilax sieboldii) J; ¥R 35 #1(S. stans). Ikl H
Hhi(Solanum xanthocarpum)&E WA 434 (£ 1).

2 EVEETHEMER
F S T E & T By N LB EEA

HO

E1 EMEETHLESEHR
Fig. T The chemical structure of diosgenin
A A 5| Semwal % (2022) 54K

%2 3540 8 )7 (2,3-oxidosqualene) & BT X 2,3-
A & I 22 HE [E] B (cholesterol) & BB Be . AH [&]
EFUEH A R B3 BL(E2; Lig52022;
Zhou%2022).
21 23-FhAmERNENERK

LR AL 32 R i A1 B D-H i 1 -3- 1
1ig 25 R B - R B I -4- 1 TR & 122 0 ) B 1 L R [R) 43
S R () S A R T IR AN — PR R T S AR R
T A L FE R R AE V2 JE B AR R R & W ARk R AR R

® EREELHNEYNSBREE

Table 1 Lists of plants distribution and contents of diosgenin

5 JERUIES AR AL ERH BT IR/ % SCHR
1 JE S iES 1.85~16.15 JE k54451985, HuangZ52008; Ye52017
2 M Z T 22 4.21~4.44 25122013
AL 0.02~0.45 Diarra%2015
3 T IS 0.93~4.68 JA 455251985, 2841 2021
H AR Z 3 FRT 0.26 Onoda%2023
Pz 0.05
5 L —HE MR 1.38 ¥ EF]EE2016
34 1.14
6 B LS 0.43~0.77 Chaudhary?42018
7 P 22 = 0.15~0.49 TrAFIESE2000
UiRs 0.04~0.15
b 0.07
R = 0.02~0.03 BRI 75 Fak K Ak2014
A L = 0.01~0.03 AZRREA52022
10 g Sl Lis 0.013 Chaudhary?52021
= 0.011
s 0.011
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Fig. 2 Biosynthetic pathway of diosgenin in D. zingiberensis
i@ i MVAFeMEPI& 12 4 s 1 /S M AR ER 3AP B (M2 LA B AR AR &8 A&fé}w BB B, R EMSENAS A E

Wb b LIAYBR[ A % M SR B AL, IR L BR & B
SEEC-140LF A8, §BEC-1438 BB, A8,7 B 4B,

LHAEME K.

B IR, FLE A B )R G U (squalene syn-
thase, SQS)fiAL T, LA Sk i) 77 ST i ff &
I, 4 & I P B AL (squalene epoxidase, SQLE)
AL, S 2l A I IR A . R AL, TR k2,3-
AL % )% (ThimmappaZ5:2014) .

2.2 Hﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂi%’é’ﬁk

2,3-5 A0 A i A

[F AT, 23-AMMEREAR AL E

R I RN =i 2R Y 4k
NIEIN A

& BF C-24F A 454584
& B2 C- 5(6)1—4@%\:@& T-BLENE B BT R B §-(24)- & B A% R B ]
Al A & BE (R B BEAnB- 4 & BE) A A k. 3FY R AEBE(KS BE22-0-F2 1L B
BHAEME R, 2FPEE(E BE3-B-FAB RS BE . ok &R B H26-0-B-F] B4R 5 A A L vkh
TR R ATHRET O E—F R, EAF RATRETHSAFR, ﬁ%m%ammﬁmw%@mmﬁﬁ

A4 B TR AAEE. AR BE R A BRI,

& B2 16-0- 240 B “%%aﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%m

SR T

fif (oxidosqualene cyclase, OSCs) i ft, AN [A] 45
AR AR = P AT R (Yao 22020) . B o B
S R A RCRTAA, BHPR B JE A i (cycloar-
tenol synthase, CAS) LT Al HFITHREF 24 2 40
il 2 S LA AR RE SE S, T R R . H A, PR
W5 RG] 1 1) 9 A g A1 20 3R CLAE R O3 1K
Lﬁéﬂ%%ﬁ(s()nawane 2017; Fh i X %$2021; Yin
£52023). IX B4R SCHE AP IR B W00 AL i i
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2 AL IR o A PR A B b B (Sawai 552014),
{H A BE 5T N 8-(24)- it SIH [ B 58 5 i X —
HE AL S R I B i (Li %5 2022); {55 i C4- T R 4 4k
3. 3B-F 2 i I M S/ C-4 0 2 B 2 A 4 4 1k
I JF BTV 1R B AR, A PR OR 3 2 e i CALr A
] #% B 4= 1% 31-norcycloartanol; 31-norcycloartanol
PR IR N 2 (S I 5 A Bl A AL, JLC-9 R AR L WAL
S N, A i 31-nor-24(25)-dihydrolanosterol; 31-nor-
24(25)-dihydrolanosterol £ {5 i C-14 i, F 32 iff 1 F
E % 4a-methylcholesta-8,14-dien-3B-ol; 4a-methyl-
cholesta-8,14-dien-3B-ol F 25 {§§ [ C-14 34 Ji B fH 1L,
E 1% 40-methyl-24(25)-dihydrozymosterol; 4a-meth-
yl-24(25)-dihydrozymosterol £t A8,7 {§ I 7 44 i {4
1 J5 4 ili4a-methyl-50-cholest-7-en-3B-ol; 40-meth-
yl-5a-cholest-7-en-3B-ol Ff i & I C4- F 3L S AL [ 3
1 ] 4 i Cholesta-7-en-3B-ol; Cholesta-7-en-3B-0l 4 £
W C-5(6) 2 VLRI 2 2 A A= s 7- it S JH T e 7- Bt &
JOEL ] T e i 7 - i S L[] e 5 iR g A ) A o L ]
FE(ARH2019; Li%2022).
2.3 EFMEEHTHNEYERK

JIEL ] P 2 % 0 SR A0 AT B S 8L, A B 5 R
H 70 (Li%52018; Zhou%52019). 1 4%, Hi 2% [&] F%
22-a- 72 I (CYPOOB) i 4 iH [ B2 C22,16- f4 4k,
73 21168,228- — ¥ L JIH [ ¥ (Li552022), {H d2 4 Hf
TR, HCYPIOBS0F — AL C22,16- A LA R Y
FT, JE M2 b O AL W 2 A ST ) g B DzCY-
POOB714¢ 57 M 4, C22- % fk, DzCYPIOGOH] 7 fi
thC16-% k., F£ik yDzCYPI0B71/DzCYPIOG6 %}
BT EYN S 5B TS R
ZAFAE HARST AL B (Zhous52022) . i C224%
P FR R A A R T HEBEER A &, (5 BF26-a- 210 1
CYP72A/CYPOAMEALH [ B C-26F2 40 . Z )5, —
Tt 5 14 9 C-26 UDP-7] %) 4l 2 % £ lilg (UDP-glu-
cosyltransferase, UGTs) {1 C26/457 #E AL T B3R,
W J 26-O-B- 1 b 1 T b A 25 B o T W, TP R i
B JUF A (NakayasuZ5£2015; CiuraZ$2017a). 27
BV 2 510 [N R AH R RIE RS2 4

3 EFEEHTEMERXEER
EPEH T A G BB, RN Z,

24 Rk, HEm A A T R IR A KB R G B,
02 H I [ W o 5 T G PR A S 3 R i oA
564 [ B (MiettinenZ52017; fME L EE2021),
3.1 AEKIEE

£ e I P S, PR AR 8 0 B N %A B (squaalene
monooxygenase, SM), J&—F 5% 2 & 11§, 25
T EAZ UM P9 TR, BEWE (AL A T 4 C=C WUk Ak
WAL, AR 3 i, SR Y. BERE,
S i R 58 T 3 1 P 11 2R [ T A0 S (X
2:2018). SOLE )% /KT 5200 2 Rl E 1) £ B AN
S R, IR R A RSO AR A 2
RINLSOLES & 58t s v rp =il B YR A R 1 3=
P25 R (Li%52024); F] F RNAi T #t PgSOLET () 3%
kA, NSRBI A KR B IK (Han%62010;
Ca0%§2015), MeJAKL 3 $2 55 N2 #1 e I & sl
iy e I A B I 05 PgWRKY4XIR IS WiE N2
W ISOLE 56 E 10 5 NS BH A6 Bl(Yaoss
2020). RazdanZ$(2013) 5 1 Fd AEWE A (Withania
somnifera)"F WsSQLEF: K 4K, 3550 & H—1~513
bp & B F P A, LA S &R MAEED)
LA P 360 A 5% 1 % 8 W =X 28 G 1, WsSOLETE
M A R S K T2 AR . fERIEE R
FIEMsSOLEIRe ¥4 e 75 S 2 & B (ER IS
2020). SgSOLEIFISgSOLE21E % I J 5 sz #4545
ik, YIne 502, 3- 50 e A AR, SR
A D DR UKAEARY P2 Wi G P R4 T M 2
SR THREGRA R 2018), 7E J5 H- 28 75 1 3 - 22 735
R e B HSOLE, AR IEBESEH B iy
BN R IEAHICR2019; VFEENN2017). A LEhE
W0 3 Vi 4% % (Kajikawa 252015) F1#4 i 5 (Unland
£2018) ) S B /K1 1] e AN 52 SQLEHE PR 32 14 5 i,
e AT BEAFTE AR AE R AL R B, R, SOLE
Xof S WA ) R AAT) T B — B AL
3.2 FpEES

CAS A 8 B I 34 W 2 & it 72 Hh 11
AR, E102,3-5 10 A e I3 1E C-20 1L i 5
T, TERRJE B BERK OE 55T, 2 J5 CT-20 5 37 Hi A £
C-9N7, FFAE AT R AE R S, 2 A Bl ol B2 (i
52021, HEPICASTH m E AR SE, BAT PRSP
45 #4318 Asp-Cys-Thr-Ala-Glu (DCTAE), DCTAE ¥ 4|
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nf 52 CAS 5 R 1 45 A 5 M 4K (Ito%52013; Sou-
za-Moreira%52016). L Fg 5+ A41CASI 52 15 P~ M OSC
SR e B A5 21 ) 3 K] (Corey 45 1993), 3 1 5E [A]
HEAL S EENLIEAS, KINTyr410. His477 Mllled81 2
HARAL T HE B <8 % 3 (Lodeiro%52005;  Kolesniko-
va%£2006). MohammadiZs(2020)7E #i 5 B b vo
H 14N S 5E BT AV S RIN TICASH R, B
B ARSF 45/ 5 DCTAE 7 41 . X128 81 55 (2019) 7F i
PR R TICASHE N, — e R ARk i
B2 S B SR R AR B R TR (2010) K
ICASTEJE M E i OB UL, EICASH] 4 &
P ORI 2 7 AR 2 & (Diarrad$2013).
KA (2023 ) e f 31 [ 1 BsCAS 2K, 758124
Fg, H 47 I DCTAES My FIQW (QXXXXXW)
ShRI, T B S BRI A B . X e IR
O B CASHEE R 2 5 /4 (5§ B A0 =il 2R R 1 &
3.3 4pata &P450

Y {4, 2 P450s (CYPs) & — MR R 5k, H
S CYPs 2 & M R N4 iy, A VIR %
In A B P, U T 5N BRK IR AR S AT R
77 A T 22 1R 7K ¥ 1 77 ) (Urlacher A1 Girhard 2012).
B CYPs 5| N4 R T4 7= P ik — 0 1 2% 1 42 it
TEE R, RRYRE T i 281 2 A 1% (Bathe I Tissier
2019), X R BHEHZHEENEZEFER, 2A K
HYICYPA50sH 77 B 5 5E, (HZ 5 E w2 B o
W R ARE IR D . TEE B B U AEY A R,
FEE ICYP450s ] JIH [H] B2 C-22, C-16M1C-26f7 &
A A AE 11 (CiuraZE 2017b; Zhou5:2019), Christ 25
(2019) &% I 5 & i PpCYP90G45 PpCYP94D108
PpCYP94D1095 PpCYP72A616 3L 33k, LI J% #i B
B TACYPY0B505 TfCYP7246135% TfCYP82J173%
FIE, MEALIH E EES,6- 18 Bk, 2 5 EH2 T
W4 L. ChengZ(2021) % I H1 1F 1A B IR 3 11
P450FE R & i A0 D BEALAE U o AE &k
AR IR YR ot A AR, B R A
B ICHE 452 CpG B 11, CpG & al i 35 2 ¥
B TIEE R R RIE, DOPEER R e
Y& RS Ry 2 T BB . Wang %5 (2023)7F &
25 5 4 2 B DzCYPT2A12-4 2 (§ BEC26-F2 4K,

fiy, IE A E R R oA A R, B REARGR T
PrEMEA R TRE
3.4 REZHEREEE B

Bt JL 5 7% [ (glucosyltransferase, GTs) & — 4
EE TSR, PR R R, =55, JRE
TR BE R AL R (UGTs) )& T GTs X ik 1, &K LA
PREF 1R (UDP)IEALHIHE 70— L0 56 2 0% - SR 2=
U BRI AR R A T R S AN I
AR T B € A7 B (ThimmappaZ5:2014). fE4)
FEE KB UGTHR, fERLFIT 45 107N UGT
FEH(Li%52001). ZhouZs(2019) M # /= 2 R 3R 45 7]
e 2 5 EHUE B oA A IR C-26- B B H BE 1Y
{ik 158 e [H] cluster-2140.60643 Fl cluster-2140.23403;
Song%¥(2022) %5 | 3M S 5t — e R B
TCHEFEAL TUGTs, PpUGT73CR 1 RE B L4k, & 44 52
H o AR AT, 0w R IeR N R E,
Bk A= His27 1 Asp 129 X UG 52 AR KA 1 C-3 OH &2
JeH %, PpUGTS0A33 FIPpUGTS0A34 %} AH [ % 1]
M Sy T HAR 2K FE B, UGTS0s B 5 K K&
A, AT EATRE S 22 40 £ I 00 )4 ; Hua%%$(2022)
iE s2-E M — 1 1 PpUGT73CR 1 K 44 E i 2
JC AR i 52 70 (Pennogenin) C-3 5 & 15 4% £2
BERIfER . 28T, 2548 Hi2 i ER. FIR
(1) e R 2 e B2 I R R TE T SR LD, AN R g — D
W9t

4 REERE

EHUR T L E RS 2 FE Y R AR
IS, BEPURAE. PUME. P2 EY
H2EGEPE, R A 3005 Bl (S A R KA
BEHTARYIR, TR AR AR 77 K H AR T TH R 5 5
YEH .

EW BT R T RERE =Y, BA &=
b BRUSRES. BRARRE. WRAEE R
RLHR . AT EHUET LM L6 BOsR %
BIERWISOLE . CASTECAE /717K HAF BIRALE,
A R % R 2 ICYP450s AIUGT 2 5 JiH [
B A AR I, B2 5 EH B A A R
)CYP450MMUGTIAE/ S EE ) h 4k 4y BS %08, £
o A TR R AR AT, A, EA1Z 5
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R 20 AL . B Ab . WAL S B 1 AR L
Hilik sz Hob o Fk, 7B MNCLT 24N 75 T st
o F—, B IERA, A, R, &A4d
L MFA N, B8 BHESE5EFHEH IO
TELED A BRI DB L PR, i B R RaA . R
PR H R T B UE 5L R D) R, dE O SR B = 4
i % 485 A AR AT L 25 M IBURRALE, 0 T 2 5 AL O
(1) B B R o, I S s SR AR I IE % W (1)
TG, ) O A R AR AR L. 2R
EHET O FEAETEREAEYIRZE, FIH
DTEMFEAR, EATEH S T EM, IEERESE
HEKSE, I H2 =i 5 B2 H oo & B A &, il
AR =, R TG A 5
B AR R O A & RET R,
Ui P2 s i A Kb, B 1 95 11 2 G0 R
BEGEAT 5 U5 A28 991 2 1 UG (Cheng562021), 215
Tt 3 P % R R, 33E T 48 0 2 R A T A R
o Yin&E(2023)7E A A R 25 00 B rp g ST — s Ak
AR R I R R B R R X
BB U BRI BB T ORI AE PR ROAR, N JE SR
i EIR N A AU P B A S A TR
PRt R M A
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