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A Crucial Project for Harnessing the Yellow River: Xiaolangdi
Multi-purpose Dam Project

Li Zhongfeng

(General Office, The Ministry of Water Resources, P.R.China, Beijing 100053)

Abstract: As one of the most challenging schemes in the history of hydraulic engineering in the world, the
Xiaolangdi Multi-purpose Dam Project is the only control project that provides a large storage capacity on the
mainstream of the Yellow River. In this paper, the author investigates the decision-making, design, construction,
performance and outcomes of the project in a comprehensive manner. In doing so, the huge challenges and the
great achievements in terms of construction and management are discussed, and the enormous benefits of the pro-
ject for flood control, hydropower, irrigation, municipal and industrial water supply are analysed.
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