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Abstract: Over the past twenty years, private initiatives have become a notable trend in China’s ongoing
‘museum boom’. As a salient contrast to the state-owned heritage construction, non-state museums are
memory spaces that communicate the historical narratives of communities and individuals with a shared sense
of moral responsibility to pursue historical ‘truth’ and restore collective memories. This paper looks at the
Jianchuan Museum Complex (JMC), China’s largest non-state museum project, to examine how it conveys
a special sense of patriotic sentiment through its collection and representation of significant historical events
in China’s past hundred years, including the Anti-Japanese War, the Red Age and the Wenchuan earthquake.
Based on 15 months of ethnographic fieldwork at the museum from 2015 to 2017, this paper seeks to
understand the sense of historical responsibility and ethical commitment of the Jianchuan Museum, and how

non-state museum practices may inform new ways of understanding museum ethics and innovation.
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