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Literature Review and Implications: Definition of Chinese Museums’ Curator
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Abstract: The Chinese museums have developed rapidly but not been mature yet, in which numerous
systems have been launched but not fully established with the typical example of “the system of curator ”.
Essentially, it is highly relevant to the unclear consensus of the role, the responsibility as well as the capability
of Chinese curator among domestic scholars. Chinese museum curator came into being between the original
framework and developing situation of Chinese museums, that holds both distinctions and resemblance with
art curator, have similar responsibilities but different derivation, and constitutes diverse practice patterns in
various museums. Therefore, only when we remove the obstruction between academic concept and practical
experience, and put the discussion of Chinese curator in the context of state history and situation, can we
establish effective institution and talent-cultivation system, which would go beyond the definition itself to

explore the future direction of Chinese museums’ reforms.
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