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Figure 1 (Color online) Reaction condition assessment. (a) Optimal reaction conditions: amide 1a (0.10 mmol), aldehyde 2a (0.25 mmol), NHC
(10 mol%) and base (0.12 mmol) in 1 mL of solvent at 60°C for 12 h; isolated yield. The results of various screening conditions are presented. (b)
Sensitivity assessment. The robustness and reproducibility of this catalytic method was evaluated by a sensitivity assessment
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(b) Mechanistic studies
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Figure 2 (Color online) Further experimental studies. (a) Synthetic applications. (b) Experimental investigations on reaction mechanism
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