066

s MUSEUM | BT 20204F 554 1] 4 452210

( ARBORBLUT A RS ) Hiik

New Research on Song Fang Shenyan Epitaph
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Abstract: Song Fang Shenyan Epitaph is collected in Guangzhou Maritime Museum. The tomb owner Fang
Shenyan once was the chief magistrate and the city ship officer. This epitaph was written by Fang Shenyan’s
niece Fang Xie and copied down by his son Fang Ping. His younger generations, such as Song Yi, Lin
Zhen, and so on, work with a due division of labour, to make the epitaph remarkable in the content, copy,
and engraving. The epitaph have a high value of historical materials because of the content of the details of
his family, official experience, reputation, etc. Fang Shenyan is the representative of Fang’s in Putian Long
History Group. After he got the Scholar of Jin Shi in his 28, he passed through Xinfeng, Lanxi, Fuzhou,
Jianzhou, Quanzhou, Xuzhou, Dazhou, Liangzhe, Tanzhou, etc. During that time, he assumed the office of
transhipment envoy, magistrate, etc. Because of his prominent political experience, he got the position of
Guangzhou’s chief magistrate and the city ship officer in his 69, and finally died in office. This appointment,
revealing the standard of choosing important officials in Northern Song Dynasty, and showing that the central

government paid great attention on Guangzhou’s overseas trade.
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