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Table 2 The full dimensional potential energy surfaces for some interstellar medium reactions

HR THRIKF Bl Y5 MR 2% (keal/mol)
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HO, + HO,!!'™! CCSD(T)-F12a/AVTZ 75300 0.17
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OH + CH;OH!*! A-ML DFT + CC 140000 DFT + 5% CC 0.47
(H,S),!2 CCSD(T)-F12a/AVTZ 106952 0.02
(HF),!" CCSD(T)-F12a/AVTZ 42540 0.04
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In interstellar space, there exists an abundance of chemical molecules accompanied by a range of fascinating physical and
chemical phenomena. In light of this complexity, astrochemistry has naturally emerged as a vibrant interdisciplinary
science that explores the chemical properties, composition, and evolutionary processes of matter in the universe. Its scope
encompasses celestial bodies of all scales, ranging from planets and stars to interstellar and intergalactic media. A
fundamental aspect of astrochemistry is the study of interstellar molecular clouds, which are crucial to understanding star
formation. These clouds act as nurseries for stars and contain an intricate network of chemical reactions that govern the
diversity and abundance of molecules within them. The field of molecular reaction dynamics is central to decoding these
processes, as it investigates the rates and mechanisms of chemical reactions under the extreme conditions found in space.
Molecular reaction dynamics provide insights into how various molecular species interact, form, and dissociate. This
understanding is not only essential for unraveling the chemical pathways within interstellar clouds but also for interpreting
the formation and evolution of planetary atmospheres. For example, in studying the atmospheric composition and climatic
shifts of planets, accurately determining molecular reaction rates and mechanisms is critical. This knowledge allows
scientists to model processes such as the production and consumption of greenhouse gases in Earth’s atmosphere, helping
to address challenges like climate change. Similarly, unique chemical processes in the atmospheres of other planets, such as
the dense sulfuric acid clouds of Venus or the methane cycles of Titan, are illuminated through the application of molecular
reaction dynamics. Theoretical advancements and computational techniques have expanded the ability to simulate and
predict gas-phase reactions relevant to astrochemistry. Techniques such as quantum chemical calculations, molecular
dynamics simulations, and kinetic modeling have enabled researchers to explore reactions that occur under a wide range of
astrophysical conditions, from the frigid temperatures of interstellar space to the high-energy environments near stars.
These methods also complement experimental studies, which are often limited by the difficulty of replicating space-like
conditions in laboratories. A significant contribution of molecular reaction dynamics is the creation and refinement of
reaction kinetics databases. These datasets catalog the reaction rates, cross-sections, and other parameters for key chemical
processes, forming the backbone of astrochemical modeling efforts. They enable simulations of the chemical evolution of
molecular clouds, protostellar environments, and planetary atmospheres, allowing scientists to test hypotheses and validate
observational data. This review provides a comprehensive overview of gas-phase reaction types, theoretical
methodologies, and practical applications of molecular reaction dynamics in astrochemistry. It highlights the
importance of integrating theoretical and experimental approaches to build a more complete understanding of space
chemistry. By emphasizing the interplay between reaction kinetics and astrophysical phenomena, this study underscores
the significance of molecular reaction dynamics in addressing broader questions about the origin and evolution of the
universe. In conclusion, the study of molecular reaction dynamics serves as a cornerstone for astrochemical research,
linking fundamental chemical processes to large-scale cosmic phenomena. Its continued development will not only deepen
our understanding of the universe but also provide practical insights into pressing issues on Earth, such as atmospheric
chemistry and climate dynamics. Through such research, the field aims to bridge the microscopic world of molecular
interactions with the macroscopic behavior of celestial systems, fostering a holistic understanding of the cosmos.

astrochemistry, reaction kinetics, rate coefficient, potential energy surface, kinetic approaches
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