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Table 1 Number of ten—days with integralweather records in summ erhalfyearduring 1869 © 1916
34 0 30 3 35 1
4 33 0 6 3 2 8 34 0
34 1 31 5 34 0
32 1 30 3 33 0
5 31 0 7 2 2 9 32 0
31 2 32 1 32 0
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Table 2 Anmal datewhen cicada fist sang recorded i X iangqibu D ary
1872 6 20 6 20 188 6 24 s 6 24
1878 7 10 7 10 189 6 25 6 25
1887 6 27 6 27 1900 7 16 7 16
1890 7 4 7 4 PR 6 24 6 24
1891 6 24 6 24 903 7 4 R o 6 29
1895 6 15 & 6 14 9066 7 19 7 19
1896 6 29 6 29 913 7 7 7 7
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Fig 2 Series of average precipitation days of every ten-day during ) ’ ’
April to Septanber (‘a) and every penta-day (5 days) during June to ’
July (b) during 18 o 1916 armund Changsha andH engyang and ’ )
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Tabl 3 Average dateswhen cicada first sings novadays in several cities albng the Changjiang ( Y angtze) R wer

32 4N 6 28 322N 6 24 30.9 N 6 27
312N 6 30 28 7N 6 30 31.3N 6 25
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Location of Rainbelt of M eiyu During Second H alf of
19th Century to Early 20th Century

XRNO LngBg FANG XirQj ZHANG XueZhen

(School of Geagraphy, B eijing N omal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract In this paper an ancient diary naned X iangqibu D iary which was written by W ang K aiyun during
1869- 1916 n the area around Changsha and H engyang n Hunan Pwovince where he lved has been dug out
By usng of the daily weather recodation n the darg a series of average precipitation days of every ten days in
summ erhalfyear (Apr — Sep. ) fran 1869 to 1916 around Changsha andH engyang aswell as series of prec ip-
itaton days of every penta-day( 5 days) during June to July can be reconstructed A fier can parng w ith m eteore-
bgical observatbn data n Changsha (1951- 1980), it is found hat he end ofM eiyu perbd ( the third penta-
day n July) was about wo penta-days( 10 days) later han present and the length ofMeiyu period (20— 30
days) was about ten days longer A ccord ng to phenological recordation on cicada in the diary, the average date
when cicada first sang around Changsha andH engyang w as the 30th June Campared to themodem phonobgial
data the datewas later than Changsha and H engyang while sin ilar to several cities abng the Changjang (Y an-
gtze) R wer such as Shanghaj which are now in the core area of ranbeltofM eyu in the eastern Chna Conse-
quentl, clmate duringM eiyu period of the two has same s ilar characters especially tem perature and prec p+
tation In conclisbn durng the second halfof the 19 h century to the early 20th century, M eiyu wasmore typ+
cal than present around Changsha and Hengyang whichmeans he aream ight bemuch lker to the core area of
ranbelt ofMeyu and the location of ranbelt of M eyu then was about1 — 2 south to nowadays
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