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Abstract: The previously Shanghai Museum built by the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society

was one of the China’s first modern museums. By studying its collections, exhibitions and public programs,
the article shows that museum practice affected by its mission, professional staff, as well as the relationship
between museum and society. With other cases of China’s museum predecessors, it focuses on the following
issues: choice and interpretation of collections in museums and social context; influence of China’s early

museum history on social life and museum development.
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