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Abstract: Local museums, emerging with the arising of national state and regional society and existing in
specifically regional society, are responsible for collecting, sorting out, researching and spreading the records
of the respective regions. They bring a great change to the traditional collecting tendency, research methods,
functions and components of exhibitions, and challenge the construction procedure of contemporary exhibitions.
Nevertheless, local museums in today’s China still lack self-awareness and a clarified difference with classical art
museums. Furthermore, consequent blind imitation overwhelms the identity and responsibility of the local museums
themselves. The paper compares the two kinds of museums mentioned above, aiming at arousing people’s

awareness of the local museums’ mission and characteristic, subsequently tailoring their own strategy.
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