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A dataset of plants traditionally used by
indigenous people in Xishuangbanna

Wang Chen, Wang Yuhua

ABSTRACT Indigenous knowledge about plants is the main content of ethnobotanical research,
providing valuable guidance for the exploration and conservation of natural plant resources.
Home to ethnobotanical studies in China, Xishuangbanna has inspired fruitful research outcomes
with its distinct ethnic and floristic features, which have not been systematically collected and
sorted hitherto. This dataset recorded the inventory information about traditionally-used plants in
Xishuangbanna. We screened ethnobotanical articles published over the past 30 years, checked
and updated the species’ scientific name, and integrated the inventory details. The dataset presents
indigenous knowledge about 1,071 plant species (including algae and fungi) traditionally used by
eight ethnic groups in Xishuangbanna, including scientific name, folk (vernacular) name, specific
usage, part used, processing method and users’ ethnicity. It intensively showcases local plant
resources and indigenous people’s knowledge about them. This dataset is expected to promote
ethnobotanical studies in Xishuangbanna.

KEYWORDS ethnobotany, Xishuangbanna, plant resources, inventory

FIIAR 0 A, TR BIURMN R IAAE LA AAAWAE EKIEE [)/OL]. b B A5 235,

2016, 1(1). http:/ /www.csdata.org/ paperView?id=7. DOI: 10.11922/csdata.180.2015.0007.

(RERZHIE) 2016 55 1 H7 www.csdata.org | 6





