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Abstract: Originated in the US, children’s museums have become popular early childhood education
institutions around the world. However, children’s museums are small in numbers and rarely known in China.
The education philosophy and practice embraced by American children’s museums appeals to the social,
cultural, and educational context of the US, which is different from that of China. From the US to China,
children’s museums need to adapt to the particular context of China. This article will introduce children’s
museum research and practices in the US, analyze the challenges for children’s museum development in

China, and explore the critical research questions for localizing children’s museums in China.
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