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Fig.1 Spatial pattern of China’s rental house ratio in 2000
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Exploring Regional Disparity and Influencing Factors of
Rental House Development in China

Zhan Dongsheng', Yu Xiaofen', Wu Qiangian', Jin Haoran’, Zhang Wenzhong’

(1. School of Management, Zhejiang University of Technology, Hangzhou 310023, Zhejiang, China; 2. Policy Research Center,
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, Beijing 100835, China; 3. Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable
Development Modeling, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research,

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Accelerating rental house market development is an important part of housing system reform in
China for the new era. Based on China counties census data in 2000 and 2010, this article empirically studies
regional disparity and influencing factors of rental house development for 337 cities at prefecture level and
above using GIS spatial statistical method and spatial econometric models. Results indicate: 1) From 2000 to
2010, rental house development in China has experienced a change trend from “spatial decentralization” to
“spatial agglomeration”, and the high-value areas of rental house development are mainly located in urban ag-
glomerations of the Yangtze River Delta and the Pearl River Delta, several regional central cities in the West-
ern region, and several economically developed cities like Beijing and Xiamen. 2) There is a significant spatial
clustering for rental house development in China and its change in 2000—2010, and increased spatial cluster-
ing intensity is observed. As for local spatial autocorrelation, hot spots distribution of rental housing develop-
ment in China varies by different period. 3) Spatial econometric model shows that impact factors of proportion
of employees in the secondary and tertiary industries, housing prices, ratio of rent and sale, proportion of mi-
grant population, permanent population, proportion of population over 65 years old, families size and average
educational year all have a significant effect on regional disparity of rental housing development in 2010. Rent-
al house development change in 2000—2010 are mainly related to permanent population, proportion of mi-
grant population, per capita housing area, proportion of population over 65 years old, average educational year

and proportion of ethnic minorities.

Key words: rental house; housing system reform; spatial econometrics models; cities at prefecture level and

above; China
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