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A brief analysis of the concepts of "supersecondary structure",

"motif" and "domain" in protein space structure

ZHANG Haitao™
(Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Guangdong Medical University, Zhanjiang 524023, China)

Abstract: There are some fuzzy areas in the description of "super-secondary structure", "motif" and
"domain" of protein structure in the current biochemistry textbooks. It is difficult for students to understand
those concepts, because the description of these concepts is inconsistent, even contradictory in the different
textbooks, which is also the teaching difficulty. According to the definition of protein structure and teaching
experience, the author makes a comparative analysis of these concepts and puts forward a basic method to

clarify these fuzzy concepts. The purpose of this paper is to promote the unified description of these concepts
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in teaching and research, and facilitate teaching and academic exchanges.
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