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From Products Export to Technology Export:
The Reform of the Export Mode of Longquan Kilns in Yuan and Ming Dynasties
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Abstract: Longquan kilns were sold abroad in the Northern Song Dynasty and developed vigorously during
the Southern Song Dynasty. At that time, however, there is no difference between export products and
domestic products. Beginning in the Yuan Dynasty, Longquan kilns began to consciously produce porcelain
according to the living preferences and folk customs of people in different regions overseas and implemented
a full range of exports to overseas markets, so that the overall pattern of “The World of Longquan” has been
formed. To the early Ming Dynasty, the production and sales of Longquan kiln porcelain were greatly affected
due to the implementation of the maritime trade prohibition policy. Nevertheless, in order to make a living,

some local kilns and kiln workers gradually moved their production to eastern Guangdong and southern
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Fujian, which were relatively loosely controlled at the time. Simultaneously, similar technology exports still

exist in East Asia, Southeast Asia, and even as far as Iran and Syria in West Asia, Egypt in North Africa

and other places. On the whole, in addition to the export of products, the Longquan kilns was also involved

more technology exports in the Ming Dynasty, thus forming the general trend of “Longquan of the World”.

Obviously, From the dominance of Longquan kiln products in the Yuan Dynasty to the popularity of imitation

Longquan kiln-style products around the world in the Ming Dynasty, that we can see the charm of Longquan

kiln itself and the transformation of export form from products export to technology export.
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