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Research on Mr. Zeng Zhaoxuan's Academic Life Path and Academic Tree

Yang Bing, Zhang Zhengsheng, and Chen Hongfu
(School of Geographical Sciences//Center for Geographic Studies of the South China Sea, South China Normal University,
Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: Mr. Zeng Zhaoxuan was a famous geographer, geomorphologist, and educator in China and one of the
first winners of the "geographical science achievement award" of the Chinese Geographical Society. He
developed theories such as the stage development theory of flowing water topography and stage model of coral

island development, and academic terms such as "stone egg" "

collapse hill" "alluvial Delta" and "Danxia
landform". His achievements filled the research gaps in the fields of landscape geography, historical
geomorphology, and human geography. The research fields involved many disciplines such as geography,
geomorphology, geology, ocean, biology, history, human, local chronicles, and cities. This study deeply analyzes
his academic works, adopts the life path method of time geography to establish the academic life path according
to the time latitude, and combines the academic tree method to construct his academic landscape. During his 60
years of teaching and scientific research, Mr. Zeng made indelible contributions to China's geographical science
research and geographical education. First, he actively engaged in education and compiling teaching materials.
While teaching and educating people, Mr. Zeng compiled a number of teaching materials for colleges and
universities with wide influence. He wrote and published Geomorphology with Mr. Yan Qinshang, which won the
first prize for excellent teaching materials from the State Education Commission in 1988. The textbook is easy to
teach and learn, simple, and easy to understand; its research content covers a wide range, and the selected
materials and achievements are novel. It is considered "shallow, broad, and new". He also compiled many
teaching materials such as Comprehensive Physical Geography, Fundamentals of Geomorphology and Principles
of Geomorphology. Second, he participated in the national scientific investigation work and successively
participated in mountain investigations in Taiwan, geomorphic division and coastal investigation in Guangdong,
investigation of Shiwandashan, investigation of karst areas in Southwest Guangxi, and a comprehensive
investigation of the Pearl River Delta. Third, he dared to express his opinions, open up and innovate, and actively
wrote academic papers. In scientific research, Mr. Zeng defied public opinions and actively published papers
whenever he met different opinions, and expressed his unique views. He had profound knowledge, broad
interests, sharp thinking, and worked hard work. He was an innovative and productive outstanding scholar.
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