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New Transformation Mode of the Rural Economy and
Society: The Case of E-Commerce in Shaji

Wang Xiangdong

(Center for Infomatization Study, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Research of rural e-commerce from historic process of China’s rural economic and social trans-
formation begins from the typical example —Shaji Model of China’s e-commerce in rural areas, and then to more
e-commerce practice in other rural areas of China. Based on the above, roles of e-commerce for rural social and
economic transformation are summarized. More and more field and subject studies show that e-commerce in rural
area of China is entering a new stage of development and is playing an increasingly significant role in assisting
rural economic and social transformation. The paper also analyses the challenges of China’s rural e-commerce in

its present development stage and points out that rural e-commerce represented by rural e-businessmen is just in
the beginning phase and the future development of rural e-commerce the road is still long. Finally, the paper con-
cludes with a discussion of related policy implications and recommendations.

Key words: e-commerce; rural areas; transformation; Shaji Mode; policies
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