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Table 1 Demographic profile of the interview participants in

Kangbashi new town, Ordos
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Fig.1 The schematic diagram of space syntax about home space before resettlement
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Reconstructing and Negotiating ‘Home’ of Land-lost Farmers in City:
A Case Study of Ordos

Yin Duo'?, Gao Quan'*’, Yang Mengqi"*

(1.The Research Center for Human Geography and Urban Development in Southern China, School of Geographical Science,
Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 2. Guangdong Provincial Center for Urban and Migration Studies,
Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 3. Department of Geography, Newcastle University, Newcastle NE1 TRU, UK)

Abstract: Amidst China's urbanization, land-lost peasants who migrated from the countryside aspire for estab-
lishing ‘new homes’ and settling down in the city. Drawing on the theories of the critical geographies of
home, this paper focuses on the rural-to-urban migrant communities in a recourse-based city, Ordos, exploring
the ways and problems that land-lost peasants reconstruct their new home. This research found that: under the
double pressures of private lending crisis and forced urbanization, the ‘new homes’ of land-lost peasants were
caught into a state of hyper-uncertainty. Yet, the land-lost peasants were able to actively reconstruct the materi-
al and emotional meanings of home through everyday practices in response to such uncertainties. Although
home-making provided emotional impetus for land-lost peasants to continue their new life in the cities, they
were not able escape from the actually-existing precariousness and social inequalities, which placed their “new

homes” into multiple marginalization.
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