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A Historical Investigation on the Double
Star Program in China

He Jiangbo, Wang Dazhou

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The double star program is the first satellite program of space science directed by scientific goals
in China. It is a large scale research program cooperatively carried out by China and the European space agencies.
Based on the archives and research literature, the authors reveal the background and approval process of the pro-
gram. They also describe the implementation process from four aspects including the organizational system, rocket
development, satellite and its payload development, and the satellite’s launch and operation. Moreover, they sum-
marize the program’s achievements in gathering and processing of scientific data as well as technological innova-
tions. Finally, the author sum up some historical experiences of the program with emphasis on the international
cooperation and synergistic innovation.

Keywords: large scale research facility; Double Star Program; Cluster Program; Center for Space Sci-
ence and Applied research, Chinese academy of sciences



