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Fig.1 The statistics of geography articles from the three Chinese authoritative geography journals

(Acta Geographica Sinica, Scientia Geographica Sinica and Geographical Research) in 1980-2010
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Table 2 The articles of Human Geography published on the three Chinese authoritative geography journals in recent 30 years
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Fig.2 The research methods of the articles of Human

Geography published on the three authoritative
geography journals during 1980-2010
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Table 3  Distribution of authors of Human Geography articles published on
the three Chinese authoritative geography journals in recent 30 years
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Table 4 The cooperative degree and coauthor rate of the articles of Human Geography published

on the three Chinese authoritative geography journals in recent 30 years
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Fig.3 Ages of authors of Human Geography articles published on the three Chinese authoritative geography journals in recent 30 years
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Analysis of Human Geography Articles Published on the Three Chinese
Authoritative Geography Journals in Recent 30 Years
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Abstract: As is well-known, ever since the 1980s, Human Geography in China has achieved comprehensive re-
habilitation and it maintains an extraordinary growth speed. Bibliometrics methods is used in this paper to col-
lect statistics of literature which have been published on the three Chinese authoritative geographical journals
“Acta Geographica Sinica”, “Scientia Geographica Sinica " and “Geographical Research” from 1980 to 2010.
With the object of the articles in Human geography, features of the articles and authors which include the
space-time characteristics, research field, methods, and institutes are all analyzed comprehensively. This paper
combines the development process and the research hotspot of Human Geography in China and prospects the
trend of human geography development in the later period. Results show that Chinese Human Geography em-
phasizes on the practical applicability and has intensive exchanges as well as intersects with other subjects.
What’ s more, a mature system of Human Geography authors of the three journals is taking shape. However,
there are several shortcomings during the fast improvement, such as the disequilibrium in the development of
sub-subjects and distribution of researchers, and lack of guidance theories and innovative methods and models.

Only by solving these problems can China’s Human Geography keep a rapid and sound development.

Key words: Human Geography; article analysis; Acta Geographica Sinica; Scientia Geographica Sinica ;Geo-
graphical Research



