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A dataset of population density at township
level for 27 provinces of China (2000)

Bai Zhongqiang, Wang Juanle

ABSTRACT Population density is the key indicator to characterize the pattern of population
distribution and to measure regional differences in this respect. In China, township level is the
basic administrative unit and the finest level for which census data are publicly available. Average
population density data at township level can accurately describe the spatial pattern and trend of
population distribution. Moreover, it can supplement adequate information for studies on resources,
environment and population problems. In this paper, we systematically processed the township
boundary data and the township-level demographic data in China’s 27 provinces. Then, a database
of GIS-linked circa 2000 census data at township level covering 27 provinces was constructed.
Based on the database, the average population density at township level was calculated and the
dataset of population distribution at township level for China’s 27 provinces (2000) was generated.

KEYWORDS population distribution; density; township; China
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