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Fig.1 Spatial distribution map of Shangliang rural homestay
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Fig.2 The production logic "home" in rural homestay
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The Production of “Home” and Power Negotiations in the Rural Guesthouses:
The Case of Shangliang Village, Huizhou, Guangdong

Liu Meixin'?, Cai Xiaomei*’, Ma Guoqing'

(1. School of Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China; 2.Research Center for
Cultural Industry and Cultural Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China;
3. School of Tourism Management, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, Guangdong, China;
4. School of Ethnology and Sociology, Central University for Nationalities, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Based on the materials from observation and semi-structured interviews, this article investigates the
production of “home” and power negotiations among different actors in guesthouses in Shangliang Village of
Huizhou in Guangdong. The research indicates: 1) The production of “home” in guesthouses is the conducted
through power negotiations among local authority, tourism enterprises, village committee and villagers. The
different understandings of the “home” by the government, enterprises and villagers lead to different produc-
tion logics. This is the direct cause of the power negotiations in the production of the “home” in the guesthous-
es. 2) The lack of material and spirit in villagers of “temporary home” promotes the making of commercial
home, highlighting the contradictions and conflicts between “Ideality and Reality”, and between “Heritage and
Commerce”. 3) The remaking and power negotiations of “home” are illustrated among different actors through
four aspects including material landscape, emotional significance, boundary meaning and social relationship.
This article attempts to supplement the theories of “home” geography through the current case on the perspec-

tive of the producer. At the same time, it also offers practical solutions for the rural guesthouse management.

Key words: commercial home; rural tourism; guesthouses; producer; home



