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A MICRODERMATOGLYPHIC ANALYSIS OF
16 SPECIES OF SNAKES

WANG Yiquan & ZHOU Kaiya
(Department of Biology , Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210097)

Abstract The scales removed from 16 species of snakes were observed by scanning electron microscope. The
results showed that the microdermatoglyphic pattern of the snake scales consisted of transversely arranged pores
about 0.5 gm in diameter and finger-like backward protrusions. The microdermatoglyphic patterns of the dorsal
scales are species specific. The scales of the original animals, sloughs and snake crude drugs of the same
species showed identical microdermatoglyphic characters. Therefore, the microdermatoglyphic characters can be
used as one of the identification characters for the snake crude drugs. A microdermatoglyphic key of dorsal
scales for identification of the 16 species of snakes or snake drugs is prepared in the present paper.
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Table 1 List of the samples used for SEM observation

oA = o 3 ® % ¥ B

Names of species Localities Animals Snake drugs Sloughs
518 %E Zaocys dhumnades JS, AH,JX + + +
B JH# Y Elaphe taeniura ™ JS,AH + +1! +
FE4UE E. corinata”™ JS, AH + +1 +
2B E. rufodorsata JS,AH + +1
W *E E. bimaculaa™ JS, AH +
EHHYE E. mandarinus ™ AH +
BAEHYE E. moellendorfi ™ GX +4
K BYE Pryas korros ™ AH,HB + 1
BRI P. mucosus™ + X +
EPEUe¥E Rhabdophis tigrina lateralis IS, AH +
T3 85 ¥ Dinodon rufozonatum ™ JS,AH,GD + +23
K IREEWEWE Sinonatrix annularis ™ JS, AH,JX + + 1.3
I UE Bungarus m. multicinctus AH,JX + + +
REW Ngjan. ara AH +
RWIWE Deinaghistrodon acutus AH,HN + +
H 24550 B T #6

Agkistrodon blomhoffii brevicaudus 15, AH *

T AERXERBE, AN "ERNEENARE, XAHRFERWE . » " Fist reported , those without “%” were re-
ported previously, and were observed here again.

1. B kB & Substitutes of ”"Wushaoshe” (Z. dhumnades) .

2. BHWEiE ¥ & Substitutes of ” Qishe"(Deinagkistrodon acutus ) .

3. &8 B H R Adulterated drugs of "Jingian baihuashe” ( Bungarus m. multicinctus ) .

4. I"PHI  AZH Habitally used crude drug in Guangxi.

5. JS = Jiangsu province(YL75 ); AH = Anhui province( & # ) ; JX = Jiangxi province(JL ); GX = Guangxi province(J” ) ;
HU = Hubei province(?%:"ﬁ) 3 GD = Guangdong province( J"%&); HN = Hunan province(?%ﬁ) .

#EIR E B 1/2 AL A St 4~ 5 70 BRI B BB % o IS0 4 AR 6 A W
F70%ZBFEE, BT 70%Z B+ S8 BIE Y S min, RF)ER B, &5 100% F3EBAE 5 min, B H 8 52
FRRMTHE G L, TINS5 min, B 5 A% H 25 4 A BT IR G B8 0, B 95% Z BEEFBUR
KB E Rl B KYKY-1000B S ENEHR . S—FHHUERERY 1/3 4, FRBEREMEY 1/2 4

o M HE IR X, T SRR R R BN B A B B B BURBE R A AR R X

2 &R

HERE2W RS WIRE BRI R EEIRA(RER DS SHNELEREZN, TN RUE
SRR R EE LR 9 Fie BB TR 30 M 2467 A 0 AR AR AR IR B AL 8% i 1R S v TR (I
1~5), AN BMELERTRAFRESEN EFRBETHER IR AR IRE~ANAESHR,H
HETREK, FE—EnBREYE AMETREEAMRRMI IS, RREERBENE EXAEH—K
WRZHEEW. 16 AL B ESRENT .
2.1 B Z. dhumnades (BRK 1:6,7)

R R 2 ATERANSR RERRXNEEFESHTH/DE, MR d3~8 xm,[BIHE 10 ~ 30 gm.
EEBARTARBAS METITHERREM,d0.15~0.3 pum, TR EBRERATHFALHNNMEEHERA
FREEMR . £FRLHF—PHKREFREAAR, TREER, HSDMEAREEZET MRARITHIIN 44
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0.4 pm W/NLIRIGEE .

ESERBTARASAHINNL, BREMUEHHRKER, SUMEIHE,d0.3~0.5 pm, EGHEBH
NFLIEE — R R M G, TSR R Z IR L R A 87V T R
2.2 EBHRIE E. teniuvra (B 1:1~3)

R RBITEREHNEE RETRE, NEFEHUT/ME, MRESHBNAH, d 1~3 xem, BHEW
AE® MRS 8~20 pum BB TAGFE/M, BE T /MRS REFF,d 0.25~0.7 um, FHE/NTLE
FE—BARKHERERBAET ,/ MEATNEBRRRER HHE.EEMR . BEREEE VI M ERIRE
B, WA RAFTHARREW,d0.1~0.3 pm.

BESSHEAN, BERKT LR 2RTHI DI, d 0.3~0.5 pxm, STIAR MR /DMFLRIIE R EE 4
.

2.3 E4EME E. carinata (KT 1:8)

R BT ESALBRBRASR KERATRLEZEMNT IR,/ MEREBREENEAR , BRIESE, —
B d5~12 pm, HEFEE 4~ 16 pm. BAET WET R/NEEABERHES BN, d 0.5 pm 4 , 45/
MERERLH B VEMNBEA2~3EXZKXRLCATR, " VEMNBEALEREHA,d0.1~0.2 um . EHRPREN
BT8R 20 4R RN

BEHEEERKTRAHFSRTHANNDT,d 0.2~0.6 pm, /ML IE Y H5 R 52 5 4T 45
2.4 R4 E. rufodorsata (BRR 1:9)

R BT ERLHER KRERKTIREESHBERW AT/, ME d5~ 10 pm,/NEEE 10 ~
30 pm . BERAK T R/NMERAFZBTHAN /N, d0.3~0.6 xm, HEFH/MILEIEF RS HBHERE
FRE BB EN, BRREEABVIEMBR A, EEE - SRS RERTHANME.

BEHRERREHREERFR, BREFAZB, LHHSHEHEL d450.5 pm BN L.

2.5 MBESRME E. bimaculata (B 1:10,11)

R BT ERTELHEE RERXMNEMNTDMEAVURE, FBATHE . BEEXRTALESE 440.3
pm BN, ANFLBBEA 2~ 4 MEARRBEREEMW, B VEMNBERLFAATHEAR. ARRELER KK
KM, d0.2~0.4pm.

BERER AT RBETHANANL,d 4 0.3~0.5 um,/ NLFUNRKNIERER,F UL AIRAEE
BOVIEMBR, A EARERMTA/DHERA.

2.6 EMHEEE E. mandarinus (BRK 1:12,13)

R RBTER TR KERRATADMMEOEFZROTNARKL AR THIRAEREEMIFESR
FTH/ANFL,d0.25~0.5 pm, NLEBEKER—HIHRER, RFER"V T MK X NE RS #5850 RH

BESRARKTREREFHENNNIL,d0.4~0.6 pum,/NLEAIAIHEREEREEM K EFRIBKRE
MW, VHBMERAE 4~5 NN RRMERTS HERRHAFT .

2.7 BB E. moellendorfi (BINR 1:14,15)

R BT ESRE SR KRERAMNET REBHPT /DR, PDREIERE 8~ 20 um. HHER KT RN
®EEAA DL AT EF,d B 0.2 pm, EEFE AN E S HATENMBERER,40.1~0.2 pom, HRERIC
S, MR R BREAHE .

BEHEEERATARESBERTHEANNAIL,d0.1~0.3 xm, R EBEHAK,FIEHREE ERNHE
iR
2.8 IREREE P. korros (BR 1:16, B AR M:17)

R BT ESROEW TR RERXTRMREAS , S BT, AmHER, MR d1~2.5 pm, HIE3
~13 pm BRERATRAERAE 40.1~0.2 pm B HEA R /DAL, MLEMERERKER—, RN EH
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BREMTK,FEEER MR, BREENLEHER  £0.1~0.2 um WAFEXR. TR HREEREKR
WERRHE EAH - BHREHE.

BSRARKT R DB E L HENE,d0.4~0.6 pm, FEREX/NYE, CIREHE .
2.9 BRI P. mucosus (BIKR 11:18,19)

R RBITESR P RBTAE SRR EERRTILAGME /MR A 1.5~4 pm, HIE10~33 pm. 7
BERR T RANRAERAHENWDNL,d0.1~0.2 pm,/NMLANMAHERRERREF AT /NREMME
RERIL,EHER, FHBEDR AHASERRFXNV BEMEALTEENARREN, EEAEREH/NE
BR G

BESREARKTITREMBETHEANNNL,0.2~0.4 pm, AUARREMEET , HRERNF—.
2.10 JEEIEEE R. tigrina lateralis (K 11:20,21)

R R BT E A SR KET T REZMMT/NE, /MREE 8~ 25 pm. BME B KT AT W /MR E B &
REEEFMGR, DA HTER, AHENRBITHY ,FEERRE,/MEAEFRASIHIFRER .

BSRARRT R ANABETHEN,d 80.2~0.3 pm,/ MLEAHERERHE , EERFHHR.

2.11 FREERE D. rufozonatum (E R 11:22,23)

R BTESTHLHE RERXTMEAUE , TREFZSBRBITHAN MM . BEBRXT TR
ML d0.15~0.3 pm,/MMLEBERREMEE N, HYMEK . E"VIEMBRAE SR/DEERATHES) .

BES%EERARTHRESSTEHMEL, FABTHIMN 40.15~0.3 «m W/NFLAMHEEF WERE,HEX
RVIEMBERAEDMRRDE, RZEAHR—RNBRREE.

2.12 JkKFR$EHFEIE S. annularis (BR 11:24,25)

R BT EREHR KRERKTIREEHITH/DMREESM,d3~8 pm, HEFE 8~40 pm. B 1F
BR TR ANEEE T ZRATHRIB AN, d0.3~0.4 um, NLEAKER—MWIBREMBEE T, LREH
W% d0.1~0.2 um FIARREW.

BSEERAT RAHANBREFANL,d0.4~0.6 um, PP MARFHHERENSTEM, EFWE
AR P IV I I B A B T RS HE B /N M
2.13 $RIREE B. m. muliicincius (B 11:26,27)

R BT ERLER , PR T ERY REANAE, AES, FRSESEN TSI HREAER . KE
BAT, REFRT/AE, TR HORETHER L. BERAN , TR d £ 0.2~0.4 gm, #4851
BRESHHS, FAHRREF AV M AE BRTHER B /D s R ER .

BEHSHERR T RNMEFNEE,d0.4~0.6 um, HMAHEREIBERERNEBEREW.

2.14 RS N. n. atra (BIJK I:28)

P e AT H B TORR AR OR T AT R /MR, A AR ML B EBR T TR d #0.2
~0.6 pm, FHABHBR , FREANMR—  MEEFZE, MALAEREHEN S ERUL, XVBLERR
&1 .

BB ERAT AL d0.3~0.6 um, EHTHI , BREKEF—, FEAZE, EAHHPHREER
MERBITMERBEAR.

2.15 LMY D. acwus (BRI 1:4,5, K 11:29)

R R BT E SRR, ESREMN, RS WIFERE B M EE SRR E (apical stigmata) . K5
MATRSR A SEXEAFAALREE, RRERE,d N 20~40 un, HHEBREE—REFESR
AR EZHT, BHRE. BEERTTRIASCRER TR, d0.3~0.5 um, EA R TR F
ISR, A XHEERNL,EEENAEESHHEER, REASFEAIHALREE ASRE
EFEREK.EDMRFBEMBREEH.

BB E R RTINS 4 RETHEN,d 0.2 ~0.4 xm, B NFLIEHBRERK,BFHREME
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“VIEMBENAE S ~6 N/NEMERBEHES, EERE.
2.16 HZIE A. blomhoffii brevicaudus (B R 11:30,31,32)

R SR BAT R B B, R IE S R W B, TS — W TR RAE OR T SR A AT
HAR,d 45.5~10 pm, MAREH FSRAMN S E B MBI R R R P LRGEH, R % 84 B 7T RAE
ERMAR,d9~15 um BREMATTRARMEARE AT HHKELR, ERFNR. SR AMEERILE
TR, Kk — Ml REAEEAR, ERARRAEE.

805 7 A BOK T RT WL NFLAR R PR AT, B, d K 0.2~ 0.4 pm, NLE R HBHERERKER—,
EAEHRHES] 45 T 1R 22 161 — 51 90 1 HE R N 1 55

3 i
Price 1 Dowling S 7EBF 7T T e 8% 19 5 &2 8 (microdermatoglyphics) /5 , iIE L F L X RIE MM B EF EFE MM
MM EMEE, SR ET NG EBEEN TS REEEZ 2 Price Bt — B HRT Agh-

istrodon E*Klﬂﬁﬁﬂzﬁﬁﬁgz<ﬂpﬁﬁﬁ—%ﬁ§%%Eﬁ)*ﬂﬁ&&ﬁ&lz(microdermatoglyphic transition
zone, MIZ) (B A+ FE X 55 MR B X2 F)MHE)T, LT Gloyd % T BJR W F A1/ 2 4 1 5 36 K.
AU RIELMEIEREAMBRETE, AERIERN 6 M, BERERN 2 MINHBEIREAL AR
AR

WHS R RS RTEREARAMAE X, BEEEFEME 47 0.5 pm ZABRTHIIN/DNAMEHM
BANFLIEINE)EE M ERE, XM DAERR EEET SRS, R LR g8, — RIBR
RXMARSHMFTE MESRFPREBETRN A, EBEREAR V' IELEAESARSH/DURDE
RIEE, GHIEENHE - PEAERADHENZRREE  FRESEFHHR , RER, BAERREY K,
AHBME.RABENEREREAMERNEE, SXRMAEXERELZVRR, TAL S FHHHERE EER
MR SRS, H AT B AR A AR RGN, BB RE , BEEZR EAEZRAMAE DAL ER
BEBHBSCRBE RWETHRSEHRESEH, BEAALBRE , XL LB REE 500 F722HWRER
T BP 7T ¥ M & 3 , Price #R 2 4 Oberhautchen 48 11>/, 582 ) 32 8 74 % 55 )R/ 7L , Chiasson % A 7 3 48/ FL £
RAME B B BEIRE R BRI M O, A R R B SN TR RE . RIVAIESE S 2R
ERMEREARSEARANEE, REAEF=ERNEREH LIERR, BDERESNER %R
HERREZERRERNRREGHE M TSN ENRE, nEMBHEREFRNEH M T EE S, &
BHPRFILGEOER ESTIMERASINIE REXBHPYREBTEMBREEMBRSE L.

ZAWSUBETHAGERTHMBRES MRS, ATHELARREENRTALR , EREEHN
MRS EE ARRBENRE A ENNRRERT . ROIVE B 48555 BT 8 1 MUk g0 &
R E—BEHRKNNEERLE XEEFREET R AR, BEERAEE , FHRREELRANARKEARR
EZPMER, XREZABENEINIFERETH AR RELRT TN LD M LB NER 2R — %
EBANMEEZRLETRREEZRAY X, 5FZABPEEZREIEFMNEIANREKLREHML . Bk, RN
A HFIEH SR AR BT A RS REE W AL B R R T8 A B4k, 2 4 8 55 WL 2 B i T A R i
BMEFRAR, THREENEMBEERER, FFEWHIERHEHHAR.

EERERETOMBRAM B WERBENRE R, BERXNHW IR AR M 74 g8 LB, IR
REHBEH HRAMNEMLED . AT RAAENET 16 TSNS ML BT, EFRERE.EH
¥EUHE AT KRR AT T LR E K RGN R L SRR L R BE E L K SR BE BRIE SF 10 Fh M % B0 LR SURRAE
RERHRE W T R h 080 8 Ry . 20 A an A R — SR8 M RUR SRS R, B THER
AESNETENE S TREK, EMEOREEEHEAMERAM N IIBTAREAERL. BERATE
WE 2R 24 b1 ¥ B9 U R B e g R A, (EL 3 R A e, R R R o B, R O BT SO AE TR S B SR 2 A L R
HFRZ— LR 16 HEFHMELREERRDOT .
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14 AB B PR R 87V MBS A F RIERATHADME 1~ 247 -

2
9
3
4

- RYIE D. acuus

HZ UG A. blomhoffii brevicaudus
5
.

EFWE E. tcenivra
6
 IKIREEWRRE S. annularis
¥ R P. mucosus
F W E. carinate
.8

BRI YE R. rigrina lateralis
BRESE E. moellendorffi
LuE Z. dhumnades
~ 10

11
KBS P. korros
O RBYE E. rufodorsata
WRHBYE E. bimaculata
12

13
« BEYE N. n. are
ERWBW E. mandarinus
- 14

- INEEME D. rufozonatum
BIFWE B. m. multicincius

it SBRBAZBTEAXLENALEZEONZ ZGHBALRE LR EZT W, £ — 5.
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9 ITHFM,HAHE ZER.OMAARTHRNVEMPIR. HHEMR. 1987,12(9):8~ 11

B AR 15 B
B h 1
1. BEEREEEE(x5000); 2. BERGEHESE(x5000); 3. BEERBHMESE(x2000); 4. Ry
THE(x500); 5. RUIBEHMEHE(x550); 6. LRHBEBHR(x5000); 7. LEESHE(x5000); 8. ERMEE
B(x5000); 9. ARBLFH(x5000); 10. IR HFH(x5000); 11. NEAHIEHEHE(x5000); 12. E
FHRESHE(x2500); 13. EHREWBEHR(x500); 4. FEREETHE(x4000); 15. B BT %
(%x5000);16. K Bl H 8 (x5 000).
B hi I
17. KRB BE(x5000); 18. W R UE 8 (x5000); 19. WHEEREBE( x5 000); 20. BRI 8%
(x2500); 21. REFFIEBBE( x5 000); 22. FEEME T2 (x 10 000) ; 23. FREEUEMEBE( x5 000) 5 24. K AFREEWE
WP (% 5000); 25. KAREEWIEBEBE( x 5000); 26. EIFIEEF (x5 000); 27. BIUEHBE(x5000); 28.
IREEUETE 85 (x5 000); 29. RYPHEAEBE( x5 000); 30. HAMBEHSE(x2000); 31. HEEHFHHE(x6000); 32.
H 2 U5 5 8% ( x 5 000) .

Explanation of Plates

Plate |
1. Dorsal scale of E. taeniura ( x5 000); 2. Dorsal scale of snake slough of E. taeniura ( x 5 000); 3. Dorsal
scale of crud snake drug of E. taeniura (x2000); 4. Dorsal scale of D. acutus ( x 500); 5. Dorsal scale of crud snake
drugof D. acutus ( x 550); 6. Dorsal scale of Z. dhumnades ( x5000); 7. Ventral scale of Z. dhumnades
(x5000); 8. Dorsal scale of E. carinata ( x5 000); 9. Dorsal scale of E. rufodorsata ( x5 000); 10. Dorsal scale
of E. bimaculata ( x 5 000); 11. Ventral scale of E. bimaculata ( x 5 000); 12. Dorsal scale of E. mandarinus
(x2500); 13. Ventral scale of E. mandarinus ( x 5 000); 14. Dorsal scale of crud snake drug of E. moellendorffi
(x4 000); 15. Ventral scale of crud snake drug of E. moellendorffi ( x5000); 16. Dorsal scale of P. korros
(x5000).
Plate [l
17. Ventral scale of P. korros ( x 5 000); 18. Dorsal scale of snake slough of P. mucosus ( x 5000); 19. Ventral
scale of snake slough of P. mucosus ( x 5 000); 20. Dorsal scale of R. tigrina lateralis ( x 2 500); 21. Ventral scale of
R. tigrina lateralis ( x5 000); 22. Dorsal scale of D. rufozonatum ( x 10 000); 23. Ventral scale of D. rufozonatum
( x5000); 24. Dorsal scale of S. annularis ( x 5000); 25. Ventral scale of S. annularis ( x 5 000); 26. Dorsal scale
of B. m. multicincrus ( x 5000); 27. Ventral scale of B. m. maulticinctus ( x 5 000) ; 28. Dorsal scale of N. n. atra
(x5000); 29. Ventral scale of D. acutus ( x 5000); 30. Dorsal scale of A. blomhoffii brevicaudus ( x 2 000); 31.
Dorsal scale of A. blomhoffii brevicaudus (%6 000); 32. Ventral scale of A. blomhoffii brevicaudus (x5 000).
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See explanation at the end of text
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